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GROWING YOUNG
rowing Young” is a 
term being heard 
frequently around 
some Northwest 
Adventist churches. 

It tops the list of current priorities 
for the North Pacific Union 
Conference (NPUC). In last 
month’s Gleaner feature, John 
Freedman, NPUC president, 
said, “Our churches are growing 
older. Let’s stop … kicking 
this down to some future spot 
in the road. It’s possible to 
make decisions today that will 
proactively engage our young 
people with Christ and the 
church.”

Adventist realities have been 
clearly represented in studies such 

as Valuegenesis and the Barna 
Group’s You Lost Me compara-
tive project, which have accurate-
ly pointed out the challenges of 
youth and young adult disengag-
ing. And now California’s Fuller 
Youth Institute has created six 
essential strategies as a pathway to-
ward reengagement. This Grow-
ing Young process is based on 
solid research, is consistent with 
the earlier Adventist findings and 
promotes a scripturally solid map 
for intentional progress. It does 
not introduce new theology, but 
rather seeks to draw every mem-
ber together on a gospel-centered 
mission.

“It’s not about moving our 
seasoned members out so young 

people can move in,” says Ben 
Lundquist, who in addition to 
serving as young adult director 
for the Oregon Conference is also 
coordinating the Growing Young 
initiative throughout the NPUC. 
“The wisdom of experienced 
members and the creative energy 
of younger members are both 
essential for these efforts to be 
successful.” In a very real way it’s a 
journey of prayer, asking the Holy 
Spirit how every generation can 
be engaged in living the principles 
of the kingdom.

Ten churches in various con-
ferences around the NPUC are 
currently working on this togeth-
er: Anchorage Samoan in Alaska, 
Cloverdale and Meridian church-

es in Idaho, Beaverton and Mead-
ow Glade churches in Oregon, 
Spokane Valley Church in Upper 
Columbia, and the Emerald City, 
Port Orchard and Volunteer Park 
churches in Washington. Under 
Lundquist’s guidance, they have 
formed a cohort for ongoing 
learning and support. Once they 
have completed the initial year of 
this journey, they may become 
the training centers for a second 
wave of Northwest churches 

YOUNG ADULTS, 
YOUNG LEADERS

The mission of the North 
Pacific Union is to REACH the 
Pacific Northwest and the world 
with the distinctive, Christ- 
centered, Seventh-day Adventist 
message of hope and wholeness. 
We recently established four 
strategic priorities to effectively 
accomplish this mission: young 
adult engagement, unity in Christ, 
total member involvement and 
leadership development.

In planning this mission trip, 
we intentionally focused on two 
of those priorities: young adult 

’m writing some thoughts here from the South Guate-
mala Mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
By the time you read this, more than a month will 
have passed, but now, during the final few days of 
March, it’s hot and humid here. Amidst the humid-
ity, though, the songs and colors of a myriad spe-
cies of birds are enchanting, and the local church 
members are amazing — kind and gracious to 

our group of Northwest pastors and students. We have 
joined with them to bring hope and wholeness to a 
community of several towns and villages in a largely 
Roman Catholic area of southern Guatemala.
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who have caught the vision for 
Growing Young.

Each Growing Young church 
is learning to adapt and intention-
ally practice six essential commit-
ments.
»» Unlock keychain leader-
ship: Instead of central-
izing authority, empower 
others — especially young 
people.

»» Empathize with today’s 
young people: Instead of 

judging or criticizing, step 
into the shoes of this gen-
eration.

»» Take Jesus’ message seri-
ously: Instead of asserting 
formulaic gospel claims, 
welcome young people 
into a Jesus-centered way 
of life.

»» Fuel a warm community: 
Instead of focusing on cool 
worship or programs, aim 
for warm peer and inter-

generational friendships.
»» Prioritize young people 
(and families) everywhere: 
Look for creative ways to 
tangibly support, resource, 
and involve them in all fac-
ets of your congregation.

»» Be the best neighbors: 
Instead of condemning the 
world outside your walls, 
enable young people to 
neighbor well locally and 
globally.

It’s important to note these 
commitments intentionally 
avoid superficial efforts to create 
a “cool” factor around worship 
styles, entertainment, big budgets 
or drifting standards. Instead, the 
Growing Young journey calls 
every age toward faithfulness to 
Jesus and His way of approaching 
the message of the kingdom.

Northwest Adventists of all 
ages can learn more by picking 
up a copy of Growing Young 
from AdventSource. We also 
encourage each member to 
watch this newly created video 
from Benjamin Lundquist, John 
Freedman and others on the 
essence of the Growing Young 
journey, at gleanernow.com/
growingyoung.

engagement and leadership devel-
opment. We strategically chose a 
group of Walla Walla University 
theology students and several local 
conference pastors from the Idaho 
and Washington conferences who 
are young adults and relatively new 
to pastoral ministry. The presidents 
from both conferences, David Prest 
and Doug Bing, graciously assisted 
these efforts. Our team of 21 is 
composed of 75 percent young 
adults.

These young adults are inspir-
ing to be around, filled with what 
seems like an unlimited amount of 
enthusiasm, energy and resiliency. 
They are even witnessing to people 
in the hotel, some even getting up 
early to play football with some of 
the guests. I’m especially impressed 
with the deep desire they possess 

to share Jesus Christ authentically 
in the churches they are assigned 
to preach in. They really love the 
people they are ministering to, and 
people are responding.

This mission outreach is 
not only engaging young adults 
in ministry but also providing an 
opportunity to strategically develop 
their leadership skills. Our newest 
priority, leadership development, 
encompasses three strategies: 1) 
identifying potential new leaders, 
2) coordinating leadership resourc-
es and 3) providing leadership 
opportunities.

Like any mission adven-
ture, we’ve encountered several 
challenges that provide real-time 
leadership lessons. Many of our 
young adults have been on mission 
trips where they built churches and 

schools as well as conducted Vaca-
tion Bible School. This is the first 
time many have been given the 
responsibility to present the gospel 
to large groups of people and to 
offer a nightly invitation to follow 
Jesus. All are wrestling with how 
to give effective evangelistic calls 
in this culture. They are learning 
to ask the local church leadership 
what works best.

Still, doing something for the 
first time is always awkward. Daily, 
we are sharing what things are go-
ing right, but also the things that did 
not work. The evil one has tried 
to disrupt several meetings with 
inebriated visitors. Several of our 
students are making house to house 
visits with those who have already 
been given Bible studies by local 
members. All are praying fervently 
for a baptism of the Holy Spirit.

I am watching a new fire 
being lit in the hearts of these 

young adults. I invite you to pray 
with me that it will never go out. 
Soul-winning is contagious, and 
I’m sure these young adult lead-
ers — men and women, children 
and grandchildren of our faithful 
Northwest members — will never 
be the same.

Having the opportunity to 
share life with and coach these 
amazing young adults in a different 
setting is very encouraging. I am 
thankful the Lord is raising up a 
new generation of committed Sev-
enth-day Adventist young people 
to lead our church forward until 
the soon coming of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

John Freedman, North Pacific 
Union Conference president
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in the North Pacific Union

dventist schools across the Northwest, more 
than 100 of them, created active opportunities 
for Christian growth, learning and outreach for 
more than 6,100 students during this current 
school year. Nearly 1,000 young children have also 
benefited from Christian care and nurture at 48 
early childhood education centers. Parents from a 
variety of backgrounds and beliefs have valued the 
principled focus of Adventist education in helping 
to raise their children “in the way they should go.”
Every member throughout the North Pacific Union 
Conference should say a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
more than 470 dedicated educators who make the wheels of 
Adventist education go round each year in Alaska, Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, Upper Columbia and Washington 
conferences.

Following are several images that represent the active impact 
Adventist schools throughout the Northwest have made at 
home and abroad during the current school year.



E

6,159 students

954

C

D



ADVENTIST
EDUCATORS

ACADEMY GRADS
2016–2017
361

GEM STATE ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
(Idaho) 

Gem State Adventist Academy student 
volunteers aided the setup and three-
day ministry of the Adventist Medical 
Evangelism Network (AMEN) Clinic 
held in Boise, Idaho.

AMAZING GRACE ACADEMY 
(Alaska)

Two seniors, one junior, a sophomore 
and two freshman from Amazing 
Grace Academy in Palmer, Alaska, 
packed into a small airplane headed 
to the village of Togiak, Alaska, for a 
week of prayer for grades six through 
12. The week culminated in 13 
children’s requests for baptism and 
many more asking for additional Bible 
studies.

331
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EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
CENTERS48

AUBURN ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
(Washington)

Auburn Adventist Academy 
students — 48 of them — worked 
to provide hope and healing to the 
town of Pagudpud in the northern 
Philippines. They assisted with a 
medical clinic, dug drainage ditches, 
built fencing and helped plan a nightly 
Vacation Bible School. 

UPPER COLUMBIA ACADEMY  
(Upper Columbia)

The first Friday of the Upper 
Columbia Academy school year 
culminated in a communion service 
and agape feast. Many chose partners 
and selected a spot on the lawn to 
participate. 

MOUNT ELLIS ACADEMY (Montana)
Mount Ellis Academy students 

raised more than $12,000 to aid a 
warming center run by the Human 
Resource Development Council 
of Bozeman, Montana, during the 

winter months. The center depends on 
donations to continue operation. 

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY  
(North Pacific Union)

he Walla Walla University Engineers 
Without Borders (EWB-WWU) 
chapter — a multidisciplinary group 
comprised of WWU students and 
faculty — has spent the past four 
years working in Japura, Peru, a 
remote community in the Peruvian 
Andes. They have completed potable 
water systems and helped bring 
electrical services to the community.

COLUMBIA ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
(Oregon)

Columbia Adventist Academy 
students presented a week of prayer 
for the elementary school on the 
Navajo Nation Reservation in Chinle, 
Arizona. Each CAA student adopted 
a little brother or sister who became 
the primary focus of their attention 
during the week.

Adventist schools across the Northwest, 
 more than 100 of them, created active 

opportunities for Christian growth.

G
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C MILO ADVENTIST ACADEMY
(Oregon)

Students at Milo Adventist Academy 
have made community service a 
part of each year. This school year, 
they trimmed blackberry bushes, 
raked leaves, chopped wood, cleaned 
windows and picked fruit for residents 
of the local Days Creek community.
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THE ESSENTIAL 

GUIDE
FOR PARENTS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS

High school is an important time to help your 
son or daughter think about their interests 
and motivations — and to explore how 
college will fit into their future. Your child 

has an amazing journey ahead of them, and they will 
need your guidance and support. Start by asking — and 
really listening to — what your son or daughter thinks 
about their talents and preferences. What do they 
think they do well? What do they enjoy? What are they 
curious about?
College is about more than preparation for a lifetime of work. Education 
brings value not only to your child, but to society as well, as it helps your 
son or daughter become a productive citizen, charitable neighbor and wise 
steward. Christian education adds yet another level of value by promoting 
the thoughtful development of a Christian worldview; the formation of 
character, purpose and faith; and a calling to a life of service. College can 
be a priceless investment and one with life-changing opportunities.

MAKING THE 
RIGHT COLLEGE 
CHOICE

HERE’S HOW WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY can help your family choose the 
right college for your son or daughter:

»» We provide free career testing for help choosing a major and 
career;

»» A personal recruiter will be a guide through the college-selec-
tion process — even if it doesn’t end up being WWU;

»» Visits to campus provide an opportunity to explore the area 
and to talk with professors, recruiters and financial aid coun-
selors;

»» We’ll send information frequently by mail and email to help 
your student get the most out of their high 
school years and to prepare for college;

»» Free workshops about how to pay 
for college are available during your 
student’s senior year of high school;

»» Events on the WWU campus — like 
U-Days, athletic tournaments, 
music festivals and writing work-
shops — allow your stu-
dent to experience 
life at WWU.

10 may 2018



THE ESSENTIAL 
WWU GUIDE

PLANNING NOW SAVES 
TIME AND MONEY LATER

REVIEW YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL transcript now and make sure that col-
lege requirements are being met. Walla Walla University recommends:

»» Four years of high school English, plus one year of a foreign 
language;

»» Four years of mathematics, including algebra 1 and 2, geometry, 
and, if possible, precalculus or statistics;

»» Three years of science, including at least two from biology, 
chemistry or physics;

»» Three years of social studies;
»» As many advanced placement classes as possible.

Taking these classes in high school will cost you less than having to 
take them in college and paying college tuition rates for them.

PAYING FOR  
COLLEGE

HEADING INTO THEIR FINAL YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL, many students are tempted 
to relax a little and coast into graduation. Working hard through their 
senior year helps them keep their study habits fresh and sharp as they 
head into college. Eligibility for scholarship money is another reason to 
finish strong.

WWU offers generous scholarships for grades and test scores. For 
instance:

»» A high school GPA of 3.9 or above earns a $12,000 award. That’s a 
total of $48,000 over four years of college. Scholarships are also 
offered for GPAs from 3.0 to 3.89.

»» ACT scores of 31 and above or SAT scores of 1440 and above also 
earn a four-year renewable scholarship of $12,000. (Students can 
receive awards for either grades or test scores, but not for both.)

»» National Merit Finalists receive a full-tuition scholarship for 
the first two years and a 50 percent tuition scholarship for the 
following two years. Semi-finalists and commended students also 
receive awards.

»» See a full list of scholarships available at WWU and a scholarship 
calculator at wallawalla.edu/calculators.

Every year, WWU students qualify for an average annual financial-aid 
award of $23,116. This includes grants, scholarships, work study funds 
and loans. Approximately 90 percent of WWU students qualify for 
financial aid, and 29 percent graduate debt-free.

An investment in a college education pays off in job security and wag-
es. Unemployment rates are almost double for those who have a high 
school diploma versus those with a college degree, and, over a lifetime, 
graduates with a four-year degree earn an average of $964,000 more 
than high school graduates.

A Christian college education is one of the best investments you will 
make. And at Walla Walla University, you will find exceptional academic 
programs in a friendly community where your child can thrive among 
lifelong friends.

Now is the best time to see for yourself. You and your student are invit-
ed to visit and experience WWU firsthand. The university will even help 
cover part of your travel expenses. To learn more or to schedule a visit, 
call 800-541-8900 or visit wallawalla.edu/visit. Your visit will kick-start 
your child’s amazing journey and will give you the information you need 
to support them every step of the way.
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ste retiro anual 
es para hermanos 

y hermanas 
en posición 
de liderazgo 

eclesiástico voluntario en 
nuestro territorio. Se realiza en 
Camp MiVoden el tercer fin 
de semana de marzo y tiene 
por objeto congregar líderes en 
servicio.

Los pastores motivan a sus 
líderes a apartarse para motivar 
el espíritu, unificar criterios 
bíblicos, orar y buscar sabiduría 
en la multitud de consejo a fin 
de planificar estratégicamente 
las diferentes formas en que 
llevaremos a cabo la misión en 
nuestro territorio.

Venimos con la esperanza 
que Dios edifique nuestro 
“espíritu, alma y cuerpo” (1 Ts. 
5:23) “a fin de que el hombre 
de Dios sea … enteramente 
preparado para toda Buena 
obra” (2 Ti 3:17). Sabemos 
que la verdad triunfará 

gloriosamente y todos los que 
decidamos colaborar con Dios 
triunfaremos juntamente con 
ella.

El énfasis del evento es 
ayudar a nuestros hermanos 
en el ministerio a desarrollarse 
como presentadores poderosos 
de la Palabra: Predicadores 
de pulpito, evangelistas 
públicos, maestros de escuela 
sabática, predicadores de 
grupos pequeños y maestros 
en la testificación personal, así 
como consejeros, mentores y 
entrenadores.

A diferencia de otros 
años, en está oportunidad, 
nos aventuramos a no invitar 
un predicador visitante. En 
cambio, decidimos dar la 
oportunidad a presentar las 
diferentes disciplinas a los 
pastores y líderes locales. 
Dedicamos significante tiempo 
al diálogo y los testimonios 
a micrófono abierto. La 
diversidad de actividades y 

presentadores nos permitió 
identificar talentos valiosos 
que enriquecerán el ministerio 
Hispano y ayudarán a la misión 
en nuestro territorio.

Agradecemos a aquellos 
que participaron y nos 
ayudaron a admirar el costo 
de la cruz de Cristo en 
magnitud. A comprender con 
mayor claridad las causas que 
llevaron a JESUS a semejante 
martirio y entrega en el cielo 
y en la tierra. A analizar 
detenidamente las expectativas 
que Jesús tiene de los que 
aceptamos el llamado a ser 
testigos de su gloria y majestad 
y crecer en la esperanza de su 

pronto regreso.
Dios habló, desde la 

complejidad de séptima 
trompeta; la salvación 
resumida en cuatro palabras; 
la exegesis de la iglesia bíblica, 
la relevancia humana en los 
milagros de Jesús, así como 
testimonios, diálogos y 
enseñanzas de gran riqueza 
como el simple valor de la 
misión descripta con un Penny.

El próximo retiro de 
líderes se llevará a cabo del 
15 al 17 de marzo del 2019; 
tendremos tres presentadores y 
varios seminarios diferentes; si 
te interesa habla con tu pastor.

LLAMADOS A SER COMO JESUS
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(From left) Brothers Kingston 
and Evon Togiak were happy to 
receive their new coats.

TOGIAK PUTS 
LOVE IN ACTION

The Togiak Church gave 
away warm clothes 

on Sunday, Feb. 18. Clothing 
prices in Togiak, a small village 
in southwest Alaska, are high. 
The only route to a larger 
shopping area is by plane.

New and gently used 
warm coats and snow gear 
were donated and shipped 
to the church by friends in 
the Portland, Ore., area. The 
Togiak community responded 
as well. On Feb. 18, the church 
was ready with more than 40 
boxes and totes of clothing 
and household items for the 
giveaway.

John and Lynette Goude, 
lay leaders for the Togiak 
Church, have developed a 
strong relationship with teens 
in the community who, along 
with church members, helped 
wash, fold and prepare the 
clothes for distribution. The 
morning of the giveaway, the 
teen helpers arrived early and 

set everything out, grouped by 
sizes and gender.

As opening time drew 
near, a line of people stood 
waiting. When “shopping” 
began, smiles lit the faces of 
the Togiak community as 

people found items to add to 
their sacks to take home. Two 
young brothers, Kingston and 
Evon Togiak, were excited to 
receive new matching coats. 
They and many others are 
warmer thanks to the hard 
work and donations from 
Adventist members near and 
far.

Lynette Goude, Arctic Mission 
Adventure volunteer

Nerisa Tupa’i Mamea helps 
prepare food for the youth 
outreach.

Youth leader Jeremiah Pasi coordinated the outreach effort.

ALASKA YOUTH 
FEED HOMELESS

Anchorage’s Alaska  
   Samoan Church 

youth have been active in 
past outreach programs such 
as visiting the sick, donating 
clothes and necessities for 
those in need. They also come 
together to build each other up 
individually.

On Feb. 10, the youth 
ventured further into 
Jesus’ promise in Matt. 
25:40 — “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for 
me” — when they collaborated 
for a community project.

Disregarding the 
25-degree weather, the group 
prepared and distributed lunch 
bags with reading materials to 
the homeless people residing 
temporarily at the Brother 
Francis Shelter, an emergency 
shelter for men and women 
in Anchorage. The residents 
received the Samoan youth 
warmly, their faces radiant 
with joy and hope as they were 
being ministered to through 
music, food and Scripture.

Despite the limited time 

and the shelter’s rule against 
taking photos and videos, the 
mental images and personal 
experience remembered by the 
youth can only be described as 
“priceless.” Understanding the 
command to “go ye therefore 
and teach all nations” can only 
begin when we step out of 
our comfortable church pews 
and go out in the cold to give 
ourselves in service for those 
in need.

Tupai Papaofo Loitoa, Samoan 
Church communication leader

v

Tukuskoya Junior Camp (ages 8-12)
Tukuskoya Teen eXtreme Camp (ages 13-17)
Lorraine Base Camp (ages 8-16)
Polaris Base Camp (ages 10-16)

July 8–15
July 22–29
Aug. 5–12
Aug. 5–12

Online Registration Now Open!

www.alaskacamps.org

Blank Eighth Page Wide.indd   1 4/10/2018   12:51:30 PM

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-ak_togiak

13 may 2018
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Boise Valley Adventist School 
is now debt-free.

BOISE VALLEY ADVENTIST 
SCHOOL BECOMES DEBT-FREE

everal years ago, 
Boise Valley Adventist 
School (BVAS) accu-
mulated a debt to the 
Idaho Conference. 

The debt came during 
a recession in the economy, 
and the Idaho Conference was 
generous enough to carry the 
school through hard times. 
Once the school was back on 
its feet, the school was encum-
bered with a large debt.

In addition to keeping 
up with the monthly bills, the 
BVAS treasurer applied a little 
extra each month to whittle 
away at the old debt. Through 
diligence and mindfulness, by 
December 2017 the debt had 
decreased to $41,000. During 
the month of December, 
through the combined efforts of 
the nearby Cloverdale Church, 
and a few generous donors, the 
debt was paid in full.

School treasurer Terry Day 
recounts, “When I mentioned 
the need of BVAS to a personal 
donor, I stated that a gift of 

$10,000 would be incredibly 
beneficial to the school. The 
donor inquired as to the history 
of the debt, and I explained 
when the debt arose, what 
the debt consisted of and the 
current balance. The donor 
said thank you and went on his 
way. For whatever reason, he 
felt impressed to give $35,000. I 
gulped when I found out, and I 
praised our Lord.”

Church member Fred 
Cornforth says, “As 2017 drew 
to a close, the Lord put the 
idea of paying off the school 
debt on several [hearts], and 
what a miraculous thing to see 
several people responding to 
the promptings of the Spirit to 
retire this debt. I’m still in awe 
of what He’s done among us.”

The BVAS staff, stu-
dents and parents are grate-
ful to everyone involved 
who has taken a vested 
interested in their school and 
in seeing it succeed. It is 
such a blessing to 
have the finan-

cial burden lifted. The staff also 
appreciates continued prayers as 
they minister to their students. 
Daily they see God working 
in their lives and are equally 
touched by what they witness.

As members of the school 
board reflected on the gener-
osity of this community effort, 
they were reminded of the 
Lord’s words in Mal. 3:10: 
“… See if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out 
so much blessing 

that there will not be room 
enough for it.”

“For the last six years this 
debt has hung over our heads, 
and, as long as I serve on the 
school board, any debt situation 
will not repeat itself,” says Day. 
“We, as an institution, have 
been extremely blessed by our 
Lord, and this should never be 
forgotten as we move forward.”

Melanie Lawson, BVAS teacher
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The Smith* family was 
presented with a vehicle from 
the Boise Valley Adventist 
School and the Cloverdale 
Church car ministry.

BVAS RALLIES TO 
SUPPORT FAMILY

omans 12:13 was a 
continuing theme 
for the students, staff 
and families of Boise 
Valley Adventist 
School (BVAS) and 

members of the Cloverdale 
Church in Boise after learning 
the needs of one school family.

“Kyle* is never absent, and 
I worried that something might 
be wrong when he didn’t show 
up for school,” recalls Kyle’s 
teacher, Stacee Campbell.

The school quickly learned 
Kyle and his family had been 
in a car accident that totaled 
the vehicle and sent his parents 
to the hospital. Kyle’s mom 

suffered a concussion, and his 
dad suffered a heart attack that 
required open-heart surgery 
and an extended stay in the 
hospital.

Adding even more stress 
and sadness, Kyle’s grandma 
passed way unexpectedly.

The school staff, families 
and church members instantly 
rallied to support the Smiths.* 
Carpools were organized to 
transport Kyle to and from 
school, two area pastors visited 
the family while in the hospital, 
donations were made to cover 
hot lunches and tuition for the 
remainder of the school year, 
and prayer groups were formed.

Only 
a week and 
a half later, 
a church 
member and school staff were 
able to present the Smiths with 
a vehicle during a school assem-
bly. The vehicle was obtained 
through a new church ministry 
at the Cloverdale Church that 
provides vehicle maintenance 
and repair for those in need.

In Romans 12:13, God 
commissions, “Share with the 
Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.” That is 
what BVAS students, staff and 
families and Cloverdale Church 
members did.

View the car presentation 
at glnr.in/113-04-id_bvas.
*Names have been changed.

Melanie Lawson, Boise Valley 
Adventist School teacher

Engaging in Service 
Training for Leadership 
Preparing for Eternity 

 
Gem State Adventist Academy provides a 
safe haven where young people can learn 
and grow…and most importantly can 
experience the unconditional love of 
Christ. Come experience the GSAA family! 
 

www.gemstate.org 
 

What students are saying about GSAA… 
 
“I love that Gem State challenges my mind and my beliefs. It pushes me to ask hard questions like: why 
do I worship the way I do and what do I believe is my purpose on this earth? GSAA has given me a new 
perspective on God and my own life.” Kelton Turner 
 
“I love the family I have found at Gem State. I have found staff members who act more like parents, aunts 
and uncles, and friends that act more like cousins and siblings. Like a typical family we have drama and 
disagreements, but with God’s love as the focus, we work together to grow.” Karalee Sutton 

More online at  
glnr.in/113-04-id_bvas
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Students enjoy the Glacier Outdoor School Science Classroom with James Stuart.

or the past three 
years, I have been 

witness to God’s incredible 
blessings at Mount Ellis 
Academy (MEA) in Boz-

eman. I have seen blessings in 
the form of many people who 
support our school, sacrific-
ing financially for those who 
might not otherwise be able to 
send their kids to MEA.

I will admit that some-
times my faith is not strong 
enough. Doubt had crept in 
this year after registration, 
while facing the challenge 
of raising $155,000 to help 
students attend. Yet my doubt 
has been replaced with joy. We 
have raised $115,000 and are 
well on our way to covering 
those unclosed financial plans.

I was given permission to 
share with you a letter from a 
MEA parent:

“Dear financial supporter of Mount 
Ellis Academy,

“I woke up early this morning 
thinking again about how much I 
appreciate you. Years ago I borrowed 
a large sum of money to invest in 
real estate. Shortly after that, the 
economy tanked, and I was left with 
a tremendous amount of debt.

“I went to talk to the principal at 
Mount Ellis and told him that I 
could not send either one of my sons 
because of this overwhelming debt. I 
was told that there were people that 
he knew that would help my boys, 
and he convinced me to leave them 
at Mount Ellis.

“I promised God that I would work 
earnestly to make my payments 
even though it would have been 
easier to declare bankruptcy. Time 
and time again during this period 

of financial difficulty, people who 
we did not even know stepped up 
and helped keep our children in an 
Adventist academy.

“... Thanking someone during 
those years seemed fruitless as I did 
not want to be seen as asking for 
more. So, my friends, I have gone 
years without thanking you. I am 
sorry for that. This morning I was 
thinking about how I could show 
my thankfulness. Since my words 
cannot convey my thoughts, I felt 
that I could give back in the same 
way that was given to me.

“Today I have donated to the 
Mount Ellis Academy Student Aid 
Fund. It in no way pays back what 
you have done for my family and 
me, but is a just a small token of my 
appreciation.

“Thank you for sacrificing so that 
my children could attend Mount 
Ellis Academy. I will never forget 
what you have done. I am very 
thankful that my kids were able 
to attend a Christian school like 
Mount Ellis Academy, where they 
interacted with Christian faculty.”

Anonymous parent of MEA 
graduates

Stewardship is our calling, 
according to Matt. 6:20–21. 
Mount Ellis Academy has for 
the past 20 years admitted 
students regardless of financial 
need. For more information 
on how you can help, contact 
mtellis.org/give.

Brian Schaffner, Mount Ellis 
Academy development director

MEA DONORS CHANGE 
LIVES THROUGH GENEROUS 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

More online at  
glnr.in/113-04-mt_mea

Junior Tankam from Cameroon 
speaks for International 
Sabbath.

16 may 2018

MONTANA
CONFERENCE // NEWS



v

Freshmen Hope 
Nystrom and 
Cayden Frazier 
enjoy the fresh 
powder.

SKI THE SUMMIT: 
A UNIQUE 

COMBINATION 
OF YOUTH 

OUTREACH AND 
ADVENTURE

Boom, thud, boom. The 
wind was howling, and 

the thermometer in my house 
said it was -12 degrees outside. 
I woke to the muffled pound-
ing of the Bridger Ski Bowl 
avalanche crew dynamiting 
their slopes 20 miles away.

I was looking forward 
to having 70 excited guests at 
Mount Ellis Academy (MEA) 
in Bozeman for our annual Ski 
the Summit — a combined 
effort between the Montana 
Conference and MEA to bring 
students from all over the 
state and beyond to worship 
together and enjoy what nature 
brings in abundance to Mon-
tana: snow.

MEA is located at the 
base of the Gallatin Moun-
tain Range, close to several 
ski areas. During good snow 
years, students at MEA have 
the opportunity to ski many 
Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings under the glistening 
lights of the school’s Bear Can-
yon Ski Area.

From as far away as New 
York, students started arriving 

on campus Feb. 18. After a 
full day on the mountain, we 
gathered for singing and wor-
ship. Elden Ramirez, Montana 
Conference president, led a 
spiritual journey through the 
Bible.

Students soaked in steam-
ing pools at the Bozeman Hot 
Springs after worship to relax 
sore muscles and prepare for 
more adventure the following 
day.

Those who did not ski 
learned other fun skills and 
engaged in an expansive 
mini-course program, offering 
classes in art, cooking, rock 
climbing and more.

Please join us for next 
year’s Ski the Summit. Just 
contact Mount Ellis Academy 
at 406-587-5178 or preregister 
at mtellis.org/ski-the-summit.

Brian Schaffner, Mount Ellis 
Academy development director

More online at  
glnr.in/113-04-mt_ski
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The CAA girls basketball team went to state this year, their team 
captured here at the last game in the old gym.

earning” and “meeting the 
mission of Seventh-day 

Adventist Christian 
education” are not 
isolated to classroom 

experiences but can take place 
wherever intentional effort has 
been planned. At Columbia 
Adventist Academy (CAA) 
in Battle Ground, Wash., that 
intent extends from the class-
room to the athletic and music 
facilities and out to the broader 
community.

Almost 60 years ago, a 
combined gym and music 
facility was built where team-
work, endurance and grit were 
learned in physical education, 
intramurals and varsity sports. 
Rhythm, reading music and 
how to perform musicals as 
fundraisers for music tours 
were learned in band, choir 
and hand bells. Additionally, 
roller skating, floor hockey, 
marching, skiing per Warren 
Miller’s instructions and hold-

ing hands while faculty weren’t 
looking were also learned in 
this facility.

That was long before leaks 
in the roof, mold in the locker 
rooms, insect-eaten floors and 
walls that allowed you to see 
light from the outside while 
you were on the inside.

After much discussion 
about what should be done 
to provide a better and safer 
environment for students, staff 
and visitors alike, God-inspired 
stewards stepped forward and 
offered the funding needed 
to provide a new home for 
athletic and music ministry 
at CAA — answer to prayer 
No. 1.

Talk began with the county 
about renovating and/or rebuild-
ing, and the county said they 
would fast-track the permitting 
process, saving hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, if a new 
gym was built on the same foot-
print — answer to prayer No. 2.

This facility will be key to 
the mission of CAA as students 
develop their physical bodies 
in a way that contributes to 
their physical, mental and 
social health. Athletic direc-
tor Jay Pierce and the coaches 
have intentionally focused on 
Christ-like sportsmanship and 
prayer.

Last fall CAA’s soccer 
team played a team from the 
community and invited them 
to the center circle for prayer. 
All the other teams had turned 
CAA down, but this coach 
paused, said yes and marched 
his team into the prayer circle. 
One CAA student prayed that, 
if they never saw these new 
friends again on Earth, they 
hoped to see them again in 
heaven.

Leaving the field, the vis-
iting coach told CAA’s coach 
he was coaching for his son 
who died in the spring. The 
coach said when the student 
had said “we will see each 

other again in heaven,” it had 
reminded him that he would 
see his son. He stopped, then 
asked, “Having Jesus in your 
life is important, isn’t it?”

At the beginning of a 
girls’ varsity basktball game, an 
athletic director who knew of 
the team’s prayers, approached 
Pierce and asked if the CAA 
team would pray for their 
school, as one of their teach-
ers had just died in a diving 
accident.

What will a new facility 
do? Provide more opportu-
nities for introducing Jesus to 
people who will never come 
into our constituent churches. 
And that will be the answer to 
prayer No. 3.

Larry Hiday, CAA Gleaner 
correspondent

CAA EXPERIENCES OLD 
MEMORIES, NEW GYM 

AND ANSWERED PRAYERS

DAWNE WRIGHT

A depiction of the new CAA gym.

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-or_caa

19 may 2018

OREGON
IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS // CONFERENCE



v

Family Group members Sophia Schafer, Ethan Heinrich and Denton 
Dearborn pose with some of the new animals they collected for the 
children hospitalized at Doernbecher.

Life Flight nurse Duane Sherrill 
helps fifth- and sixth-graders 
intubate a dummy and gets 
them excited about the prospect 
of providing medical care in a 
helicopter.

MGAES STUDENTS ENJOY 
LEARNING, OUTREACH

t Meadow Glade 
Adventist Elementary 

School (MGAES) 
in Battle Ground, 

Wash., students have many 
opportunities to participate in 
unique and cutting-edge edu-
cation while serving the Savior 
in the local community.

STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math) education has been at 
the forefront of curriculum 
planning at MGAES. Students 
are encouraged to search for 
answers by thinking critically, 
communicating with fellow 
classmates, collaborating with 
each other and always being 
creative.

In fifth and sixth grades, 
students have had lots of fun 
discovering how electricity 
works, but the biggest hit has 
been the individual experi-
ments they get to design them-
selves. As Adam Dovich, fifth- 
and sixth-grade teacher, says, 
“I have kids doing individual 
and group experiments. They 
have to come up with the 
experiment idea and follow the 
scientific process. They have to 
collaborate with their partner 
or partners and demonstrate 
their experiments for the class 
and communicate and doc-
ument the scientific process. 
It has been a great learning 
experience for all of us.”

In addition to participat-
ing in cutting-edge learning, 
students at MGAES get to 
serve their community in a 
number of ways. One of the 
ways the fifth- and sixth-grad-
ers participate in community 
outreach is through Family 
Groups. Each of the three 
fifth- and sixth-grade class-
rooms is split into groups of 
four or five students each. 
Students identify the needs 
they see in the communi-
ty — whether that be the 
local church, the school, the 
community at large or even 
the world community. Once 
the group identifies a need, 
they focus on developing and 
implementing a plan that will 
impact that person or group.

Serving the community 
meant something different for 
each group. Group outreach 
included gathering the lunch 
lists for Christina Heinrich, 
the school secretary; collecting 
stuffed animals for the children 
of Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital in Portland; and 
helping teacher Kiley Thomp-
son sort papers. Students were 
able to see the impact they had 
when they helped within their 
own community.

As a result of choosing 
their own outreach projects, 
students took ownership of 
what they did. They became 
better friends within the 

groups, but most importantly 
they practiced community 
involvement.

Between collaborative 
learning and mission-focused 
education that benefits the 
community, MGAES students 
continue to strive toward their 
goal: “We learn, we serve, we 
love.”

Malaika Childers, Meadow Glade 
Adventist Elementary School fifth- 
and sixth-grade teacher

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-or_mgaes
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Students collaborate on 
how to build a catapult.

Kimberly Clifton explains the 
catapult project.

Students launch 
their catapults.

MEDIEVAL ADVENTURE 
COMES TO TUALATIN 
VALLEY ACADEMY

tudents in Kimberly 
Clifton’s fifth-grade 
class at Tualatin 
Valley Academy in 

Hillsboro got to com-
bine learning with a lot of fun 
this school year thanks to her 
innovative teaching style.

This spring, Clifton’s 
students read The Door in the 
Wall, a book set in medieval 
England. It is the story of 
a young boy named Robin 
who overcomes adversity 
and finds strength in his 
weakness throughout his 
quest to be recognized by 
the king.

Using the book as a 
jumping off point, Clifton 
took her class on a medieval 
adventure for a week, tapping 

into the areas of social studies, 
math, science, engineering 
and art.

The classroom was 
turned into a castle, complete 
with a coat of arms. Groups 
of students also designed 
their own coats of arms for 
their desks. Students studied 
medieval social structure, 
were assigned a position in 
that structure and then made 
hats to go along with that 
position.

Clifton had students apply 
their knowledge of fractions 
to set a banquet feast table. 
Her class also learned about 
how disease spreads by doing a 
Black Death simulation.

The week ended with 
one last activity that was truly 
a blast: building catapults 
from popsicle sticks, rubber 
bands and plastic spoons and 
seeing which would fire a 
pompom the farthest. This 
STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art and math) 
activity challenged students 
and taught physics skills in a 
fun, new way.

Clifton makes learning fun 
and full of lasting memories.

Rachel Blackburn, Tualatin Valley 
Academy Gleaner correspondent

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-or_tva

Stay in touch with the latest 
news, video links, calendar 
events, photo galleries, 
past issues and more at 
gleanernow.com.
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WHY MILO?
Kaitlin Walters, a Milo Academy freshman, writes:

DALE MILAM

SAM FULLMER

SAM FULLMER

KATHY HERNANDEZ

Xavier Alarid, a Milo Academy junior, writes:

Noahnna Fullmer, 
a Milo Academy 
senior, writes:

Before I came to Milo I 
was a shy, timid girl. I loved 
to sing, but I never had the 
confidence to sing in front of 
people. Doc Carter, the music 
director my freshman year, 
helped give me the confidence 
to sing. Pastor Chad helped 
show me what God was really 
like and that God has a real and 
evident impact on our lives. 
But God has worked on me 
the most; He has helped me 
grow and become more like 
the person He made me to be.

Carlos Lopez, a Milo Academy senior, writes:

I’ve always been a Sev-
enth-day Adventist. However, 
with the many problems the 
enemy started throwing at my 
family I started doubting the 
kind of loving God that was 
introduced to me — doubt-
ing to the point I started high 
school wanting nothing to do 
with God.

Then God hit me in the 
spot where it was most com-

fortable: sports. I felt the God 
that I wanted to stop believing 
in was all of sudden planning 
something else for me. This 
was around the time when the 
opportunity for me to attend 
Milo Adventist Academy was 
presented. All of a sudden the 
God I wanted no business with 
was indicating and providing 
through the means of generous 
donors for me to attend Milo.

I went from a 1,500 
student body school to only 
80 back in 2014. Milo was 
different; people accepted you 
just the way you are. I finally 
recognized that by myself 
everything is impossible, but 
with God all things are possi-
ble (Matt.19:26). I thank God 
and the generous donors who 
gave me and others the chance 
to attend Milo.

Before I came to Milo, 
my relationship with God was 
struggling because I disagreed 
with things that I was taught 
to believe. But since I came to 
Milo, I have been able to look 
deeper into these subjects. And 
thanks to help from my men-
tors and friends I have been 
able to strengthen my relation-

ship with God.
My teachers have actually 

helped me with my discovering 
Christ, while giving me a good 
education. And our pastor and 
student chaplains have been 
there for me so many times 
when I needed guidance.

Before I came to Milo, 
I was depressed and I really 
just felt unfulfilled. My grades 
were bad, and my spiritual life 
was nonexistent. I felt useless, 
and it seemed I didn’t have a 
purpose in this world.

Since coming to Milo, 
I feel much more full of life, 
and I have grown physically, 
mentally, academically and 

spiritually. I am no longer 
depressed, and I am learning 
new things every day and how 
to deal with my feelings, time 
and grades more effectively.

Many things at Milo have 
helped me along my path, but 
what helped me the most is 
definitely the family of staff 
here to support me and help 
me along my way.
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Community worship is an optional Friday evening event offered 
weekly. It is one of the most popular spiritual programs at PAA.

During one special Friday night Community worship, PAA students 
participated in an agape feast communion.

oday’s teenagers are 
being called the first 

“post-Christian” genera-
tion in America.

That’s according 
to a new Barna Group 

research study, which reports 
the percentage of Generation 
Z (current 13- to 18-year-
olds) that identify as atheists is 
higher than any other previous 
generation.

But the study wasn’t 
all doom and gloom. It also 
showed that, of the teens 
who do attend church, more 
than 80 percent feel positive 
about their experiences. They 
say they can be themselves 
in church, church is relevant 
to their lives, and church is a 
place to find answers to live a 
meaningful life.

Monte Torkelsen, 
Portland Adventist Academy 
(PAA) chaplain, has been a 
youth minister for Gen Xers, 
millennials and now members 
of Generation Z. Torkelsen 
says one thing has always been 
true about teens, no matter 
the generation. “They want to 
belong,” he says. “They want 
to be heard. They want to be 
together. And they have a deep 
longing for meaning.”

PAA is committed to 
meeting teens’ spiritual needs, 
no matter the generation. 
While the school has always 
held weekly chapels and prayer 
in classes, the modern ap-
proach includes Bible classes 
that encourage open dialogue 

about sincere questions as well 
as student-driven worship 
events.

One such event is an 
optional Friday night worship 
called Community, which 
is organized by students and 
supported by parents who open 
their homes as hosts.

“My son and daughter 
have both, at separate times, ex-
pressed how much Community 
has meant to them,” says Emma 
Slabbert, a PAA mother. “Both 
of them felt like they had mean-
ingful and deep, thought-pro-
voking conversations.”

Community is optional 
but often attended by nearly 
half the student body. Its popu-
larity is likely due to its organic 
ability to meet those very core 
needs Torkelsen noted earlier: 
belonging, being heard and 
fostering friendship.

Olivia Slabbert says 
Community is more interest-
ing because friends are leading 
it. “I actually pay a lot more 

attention at Community than I 
do during chapel,” she admits. 
“It’s just more relatable.”

Student-planned events 
have the added benefit of 
bringing teens to the leadership 
table. “When youth see that 
their efforts to make a differ-
ence can actually be produc-
tive and helpful, it can ignite 
a passion for continuing that 
journey,” says Torkelsen.

Giving teens leadership 
roles also strengthens the 
foundations on which young 

people stand. “We know from 
research that the strongest 
nonparent voice in a young 
person’s life is the oldest person 
who gives them respect and 
love,” says Torkelsen.

Adventist education has 
the unique ability to open 
doors to lifelong relationships 
grounded in spiritual expe-
riences and guided by loving 
adults.

“PAA is surrounding kids 
with adults who love them,” 
says Torkelsen. “We’re affirm-
ing their growth and opinions 
and helping them to love and 
cherish the story of God and 
Jesus, questions and all.”

“And this is the reason I 
send my kids to a Christian 
school,” says Emma Slabbert. 
“[It’s] the venue in which 
my kids can grow deeper 
spiritually.”

Liesl Vistaunet, PAA Gleaner 
correspondent

v

PAA RESPONDS TO 
GEN Z RESEARCH
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Roseburg Junior Academy 
students create a mural of how 
they see God.

ROSEBURG JUNIOR ACADEMY STUDENTS 
SEE GOD THROUGH EACH OTHER

Roseburg Junior Academy  
  began its student week 

of prayer on March 19 with sec-
ond-grader Grace Jackson pos-
ing the question to her school, 
“How do you see God?”

Students then gathered 
and shared how they see God 
by creating an artistic mural. 
Students and staff could keep 
adding pictures of family, fam-
ily, pets and more to it as the 
week progressed.

Each day brought with 
it more student messages 
about God. Seventh-grader 
Esmé Maritz spoke about 
her personal experience of 
seeing God through her cat 

being lost and then found. 
Fourth-graders Genevive 
Polson and Cassidy Valenzuela 
worked with eighth-grader 
Cailyn Berkhemer to show 
God through science by cre-
ating “slime.” The three girls 
explained that when you add 
diverse and different ingredi-
ents, God can create some-
thing extra cool, just like when 
a school is filled with diverse 
students.

Fifth-grader Aaron 
Worley shared how God kept 
him alive during his difficult 
birth. Different students 
contributed music and led 
praise songs each day.

Principal Jeff Jackson 
concluded the week by sharing 
with the students that he 
sees God every day at school 
through them — through the 
way the older students help and 
play with the younger students; 
through the way the students 
interact with the teachers, staff 
and volunteers; and through 
the music students perform.

Roseburg Junior Academy 
is blessed to have students who 
don’t just see God around them 
but want to share the love of 
God with everyone.

Andrea Jackson, Roseburg Junior 
Academy volunteer

“This is 
the reason 
I send my 
kids to a 
Christian 

school. 
Thank you 

for providing 
the venue in 
which they 

can grow 
deeper 

 spiritually.”  
 

Emma Slabbert,  
PAA mother 

Christ-Centered Character-Driven
portland adventist academy
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More online at  
glnr.in/113-04-or_rja
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Sheryl Shewmake’s class 
celebrates news of winning an 
EXSEED grant.

Amy Whitchurch and two of her students stand before items 
purchased with EXSEED grant funds.

Bridget Cline’s class of kindergarteners through second-graders 
is excited about their new opportunities for learning thanks to the 
EXSEED grant.

THREE GRANTS PASS TEACHERS 
RECEIVE EXSEED GRANTS

he Grants Pass Sev-
enth-day Adventist School 
and community are proud 
of the school’s three EX-

SEED grant recipients. 
Amy Whitchurch, Brid-

get Cline and Sheryl Shew-
make each received $2,000 
for classroom improvements. 
Funds are for projects based on 
EXSEED principles.

Excellence in STEM 
Experiential Education 
(EXSEED) is an innovative, 
collaborative program between 
K–12 educators, schools and 
higher education institutions 
across the North American 
Division. Facilitated by Loma 
Linda University in Califor-
nia, EXSEED is designed to 
enhance integrated science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) education.

Last summer, educators 
from Adventist K–12 schools 
attended a weeklong class in 
Loma Linda. The class focused 
on project-based learning 
(PBL) and mission-focused 

learning (MFL). Educators 
then were able to apply for 
grants to implement classroom 
projects.

In Grants Pass, these 
teachers involved the students 
in the grant writing process 
with discussion and voting. 
Teachers were required to 
submit hands-on lesson plans, 
as well as a video showing how 
they will meet requirements of 

the grant. Early in November, 
they excitedly received notifi-
cation of the grant approval.

Cline, who teaches 
kindergarten through second 
grade, developed a “Maker 
Fun Space” with several small 
sewing machines and kits to 
build circuits. She plans to 
reach out to the community 
with projects created in this 
space, such as creating quilts 
for Project Linus. Additionally, 
with recently purchased iPads, 
students have learned to use 
Skype to discover more infor-
mation about other countries. 
They will be communicating 
with a scientist working with 
sea turtles in Costa Rica.

Shewmake, who teaches 
third and fourth grade, used 
grant funds to develop a 
science lab. Part of the art 
room has been devoted to this 
lab space for use by students in 
third through sixth grade. It is 
now stocked with supplies and 

became functional just in time 
for the STREAMS Science 
Fair.

Whitchurch, a fifth- and 
sixth-grade teacher, also used 
her grant funds to develop a 
“maker space.” This included 
an assortment of supplies to 
help students create, problem 
-solve and learn. Additionally, 
the class recently received a 
small 3-D printer and pen. 
The creative opportunities are 
limitless.

These dedicated teachers 
have been successful by using 
a STREAMS approach to edu-
cation — along with the prin-
ciples of STEM, STREAMS 
adds art, religion and service as 
vital elements of their teaching, 
incorporating much more than 
technology. God and service 
are also very prominent in each 
classroom.

Jennifer Burkes, Grants Pass 
Church communication leader

SHERYL SHEWMAKE

AMY WHITCHURCH

BRIDGET CLINE
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HARRIS JUNIOR 
ACADEMY 

GIVES BACK

The 2017–2018 school 
year has been a year of 

giving back at Harris Junior 
Academy (HJA) in Pendleton, 
Ore. In the fall, the students 
collected items and filled shoe-
boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child, which provides shoebox 
gifts to children around the 
world. The students filled 
more than 20 boxes for this 
worthy cause.

The theme of the annual 
HJA Christmas program in 
December 2017 was “Christ-
mas Around the World.” The 
students sang, played chimes 
and rang bells to songs from 
around the world. They also 
shared parts of the program at a 
local retirement home.

The three weeks before 
Christmas vacation, HJA 
students gave back to the 
local community by doing a 
12 Days of Giving food and 
clothing drive. Every day for 
12 days, the students brought 
in a different food or clothing 
item to fill a big box in the 
school lobby. The items were 
then given to the local Salva-
tion Army. The students really 
enjoyed giving back to their 
community.

The third annual HJA 
Church at the School took 
place in the school gymnasi-

um. The entire service was 
given by the students for mem-
bers of their three constituent 
churches — Pendleton, Pilot 
Rock and Pendleton Spanish 
churches. The theme was “28 
Gifts” (the fundamental beliefs 
of the Adventist Church). The 
entire service focused on a 
different fundamental belief 
of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Again the students 
sang, played chimes and rang 
bells.

Five students in grades 
seven and eight gave ser-
monettes, each focusing on a 
fundamental belief. The five 
sermons were about spiritual 
gifts and ministries, the gift of 
prophecy, the Lord’s Supper, 
the Great Controversy, and the 
Sabbath. The students did a 
wonderful job giving back to 
their church family during this 
service.

The HJA family exists to 
show children Jesus, nur-
ture their love for Him and 
others, teach them to think, 
and empower them to serve. 
This mission is being fulfilled 
through a loving staff, willing 
volunteers and a wonderful 
student body.

Dana Martin, Harris Junior 
Academy marketing assistant

ROGERS SEVENTH-
GRADERS WIN 

ENGINEERING 
CHALLENGE

You have 100 sheets of 
regular-weight copy 

paper and one roll of scotch 
tape. Can you create a tower 
that independently stands at 
least 60 inches tall and can bear 
the weight of six tennis balls?

Students at Rogers 
Adventist School (RAS) in 
College Place, Wash., can. In 
junior high science, students 
had time in class to construct 
their towers for a districtwide 
building competition. Then, 
during a special assembly, en-
gineers from the nearby Walla 
Walla Army Corps of Engi-
neers came to not only judge 
the student towers but also give 
tips and pointers on weight dis-
tribution, balance and more.

The winning team, not 
only of the RAS competition 
but also of the entire district- 
wide competition (beating out 

local-area high schools as well), 
was a team of seventh-graders: 
Owen Oetman, Naomi Cueto, 
Ben Busby, Mya Adams, Jor-
dan Butcher and Kasi Irvine.

In addition to their 
engineering accomplishment, 
another achievement was noted 
by Brigida I. Sanchez, one of 
the visiting engineers: “We 
toured many schools in the 
valley, but your students were 
by far the most respectful and 
polite.”

Holley Bryant, Rogers Adventist 
School principal

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-uc_hja
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GOD’S GOT HIS 
RUNNING SHOES ON

o you not know? 
Have you not 

heard? The Lord …  
will not grow tired or 

weary … but those who hope 
in the Lord will renew their 
strength … they will run and 
not grow weary” (Isa. 40:27). 
Have you ever thought of God 
as a runner, running after His 
children, longing for them 
to run with Him, to be with 
Him, to be changed by Him? 
Students at Upper Columbia 
Academy (UCA) in Spangle, 
Wash., have.

When students speak 
about God to their fellow 
students, He shows up and 
changes lives. Each year UCA 
students are asked to nominate 

speakers for Student Week of 
Prayer (SWOP). This deci-
sion is not taken lightly, nor is 
the responsibility the student 
body has placed on the SWOP 
speakers.

Two juniors and 10 se-
niors, along with their sponsors 
Fred Riffle, Misa Barba, and 
Kyle and Stephanie Gladding, 
“went away to a quiet place 
to pray” as their Example did 
so long ago. Following this 
intensive retreat, these student 
delegates met regularly with 
their sponsors to study, pray, 
select topics and refine their 
talks. The soul-searching 
the SWOP speakers did was 
significant and life-changing 
for them, and they hoped their 
talks would be life-changing to 
their classmates.

The SWOP meetings 
began each evening with songs 
and prayer. Then the students 
presented their heartfelt 
messages, two each evening. 
Significant thoughts from the 
student speakers included:
»» “I don’t know about you, 
but I don’t want to be fake 
happy. I don’t want to have a 
fake purpose. I don’t want to 
live a fake life.”

»» “God is not limited by the 
walls we put up.”

»» “He doesn’t force Himself 
on us. All we have to do is 
stand in front of Him.”

»» “Imagine all of us as UCA, 
as a church, all our flickers 
together, becoming a blaze!”

Shine Alvarado’s talk 
ended with a quote from Isaiah 
40:27. “Life, it’s like a race,” 
she said. “Keep putting one 
step forward, because God is 
ready to renew your strength. 
He’s here. Now. He’s ready. Je-
sus, He has His running shoes 
on. Do you?” At that, she took 
off her dress shoes and put on 
sneakers. The 
other SWOP 
speakers 
followed suit, 
standing shoul-
der to shoulder 
and arm in arm 
while singing 
the theme 
song, written 
by SWOP 
speaker Danny Stratte.

Then the baptistery 
curtains opened, and junior 
Sasha Paago was baptized by 
Sid Hardy. Following Paago’s 
“resurrection” from the watery 

“grave” and enthusiastic 
applause, two freshmen 
responded as Hardy asked if 
anyone wanted to follow Jesus’ 
lead and give their all to Him 
through baptism.

God showed up at UCA 
and changed lives when 
students boldly spoke for Him 
during SWOP.

Shelley Bacon, Upper Columbia 
Academy recruiter

Ten seniors and two 
juniors spoke for UCA’s 
Student Week of Prayer.

Each evening began and ended 
with the SWOP speakers 
and others leading the UCA 
students in song.

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-uc_uca
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On that same spot where the oil had freely poured upon an altar 
asking God to bless the land, God’s grace provided two baptisms.

All churches need a good foundation.

GOD’S OIL STILL 
FLOWS IN LA PAZ

t was just a small bottle 
of oil. But it was all they 
needed.

Land had been 
secured in La Paz, Baja 

California, Mexico, and plans 
were underway to construct 
a Center of Influence in this 
little neighborhood where free 
medical care, classes, fellowship 
and worship could be offered.

So on this Sabbath after-
noon three years ago, spirits 
ran high when the small group 
of Adventist worshippers gath-
ered in the spot where one day 
they hoped to worship God in 
their own church. Each family 
brought a stone to place on a 
little altar they would build.

And then came the little 
bottle of oil. It wasn’t much, 
but they remembered the oil 
from the widow that multi-
plied so many times. Did they 
dare to hope their symbolic oil 
would multiply many times?

They didn’t just hope. 
They had faith. God would 
bless their efforts, and the oil 
would multiply.

As the elder prayed, he 
poured some oil on that little 
altar. A little oil remained in 
his small jar, and he passed it 
to the next person. Oil flowed 
out of that little jar from the 
next and the next person until 
the rocks were wet with oil. 
Certainly there couldn’t be any 
oil left!

But it still flowed. And 
when each person had poured 
their oil, still a little oil re-
mained. It was God’s oil, God’s 
miracle and God’s promise.

How could a few believers 
build a community center and 
a church? It wasn’t likely, not 
unless you remember the oil 
that multiplied over and over. 
They saved. They bought 
cement and blocks, dug holes, 
and prepared.

The Mission Adventure 
group based out of the Moses 
Lake (Wash.) Church lay 
foundations. The walls and 
roof went up — the oil kept 
flowing.

The people in La Paz 
saved for more supplies and 
again asked the Mission Ad-
venture team to come help. 
The oil once again multiplied, 
and the Moses Lake group ar-
rived again on Feb. 1 to create 
a church building on the very 
spot where the little altar, the 
little oil and sincere prayers had 
dedicated the land to the Lord.

The team painted the 
community center inside and 
held a six-day cental clinic. 
Toilets were installed, floors 
were poured, and the church 
foundation was poured.

The oil kept flowing, and 
the walls went up. And then 

on that same spot where the 
oil had poured so freely, God’s 
grace poured out again as two 
people were baptized right 
where God’s altar had stood.

Now the La Paz members 
keep praying for their little jar 
of oil to continue its multiplica-
tion. They’ll need a roof, floor, 
windows and doors, but God’s 
oil never runs out as long as it is 
needed. Just ask them — there’s 
still oil in the jar.

Sandy Larsen, Moses Lake 
Church communication leader

A lot more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-uc_oil
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Jennifer Rau, Walla Walla 
Valley Academy senior, has 
been integral to the success of 
the annual Christmas pageant 
presented by Walla Walla City 
Church.

WWVA FOCUSES 
ON COMMUNITY 

CONNECTION 
AND SERVICE

One of the core values 
students at Walla Wal-

la Valley Academy (WWVA) in 
College Place, Wash., embrace 
is connecting and serving their 
community. It is exciting to 
see students discover how their 
talents can be used to share the 
story of Jesus to others.

For WWVA senior Jenni-
fer Rau, Christmas has always 
been a magical time. One of 
the things she loves about it 
is the opportunity to be in 
the Walla Walla (Wash.) City 
Church Christmas pageant. “I 
really enjoy being part of mak-
ing the Christmas story come 
alive,” says Rau. “It makes it 
easier to really understand what 
a miracle it is.”

As she grew up, she be-
came more involved, savoring 
the opportunity to work with 
every aspect of the production. 
As a seventh-grader, Rau was 
asked to become the assistant 
writer for the production. She 
was hooked.

“Getting to write the play 
was an eye-opening experience 
for me,” Rau says. “Not only 
did I enjoy the writing process, 
but I learned so much more 

about the Christmas story I was 
surprised.” The following year, 
she was asked to be the primary 
scriptwriter.

This Christmas, Rau had 
the opportunity to write and 
direct a musical focused on a 
wise man’s search for God.

“I was quite astonished by 
what Jennifer created and the 
expertise of the student actors,” 
says Teri Foote, WWVA aca-
demic and financial associate 
and Rau’s supervisor. “The 
most impressive part is how 
well they communicated how 
life-changing it is to constantly 
search for God.”

Elaine Blake Hinshaw, Walla 
Walla Valley Academy marketing 
and recruitment director

AMEN CHAPTER 
OPENS IN  

UPPER COLUMBIA 
CONFERENCE

Health ministry in 
Upper Columbia 

Conference (UCC) continues 
to be influenced by former 
health director and obstetrician 
Jay Sloop. His untimely death 
in Kiev, Ukraine, in May 2013 
was a sad time for many in 
UCC. It was his plan that with 
every health seminar or min-
istry the question should be 
asked, “How does this connect 
the physical and the spiritual 
together?”

Already committed to the 
physical and the spiritual is the 
AMEN (Adventist Medical 
Evangelism Network) organi-
zation. AMEN Northwest is a 
new chapter in UCC formed 
in May 2017 with a focus to 
provide medical education and 
give people the tools they need 
for medical ministry.

AMEN’s core call to 
action is to “join a movement 
of likeminded medical pro-
fessionals who are committed 
to restoring the body and re-
claiming the heart.” With that 
in mind, AMEN Northwest is 
active in hosting a conference 

on Optimizing Brain Health 
by Neil Nedley May 10–12 at 
the conference headquarters 
in Spokane, Wash. Michael 
Robinson, president of AMEN 
Northwest, says, “What I’m 
really hoping is that this con-
ference can help us lay plans 
for how we are going to make 
this work.” Attendees can join 
AMEN and become part of 
this ministry.

“It is wonderful to see that 
those dreams of Jay Sloop are 
being fulfilled through collab-
oration between health work 
and the gospel,” says Cindy 
Williams, AMEN Northwest 
board member and a UCC 
health ministries coordinator.

While AMEN Northwest 
was birthed in Upper Co-
lumbia Conference, the plans 
are to expand throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.

Kathy Marson, Upper Columbia 
Conference communication 
administrative assistant

More online at  
glnr.in/113-04-uc_wwva

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-uc_amen
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MoreBe To apply:
wwva.org/apply

Contact us:
509-525-1050

academy@wwva.org

Walla Walla
Valley Academy

300 SW Academy Way  |  College Place,WA
509-525-1050  |  wwva.org

Empowering Students for Christ

A good education is an essential platform on which to 

build your future. At Walla Walla Valley Academy, we

offer an opportunity to prepare for college.

But more importantly, we want you to be empowered 

to be a missionary of Christ’s love every day, no

matter what career you choose.

Come see what tools we offer that can support you

as you become more empowered for Christ.

» College Prep including dual-credit University classes, 
advanced placement and testing preparation

» Special education & counseling services on campus

» Campus Ministries, music, drama, leadership, 
publications, athletics, service and more

» ADA Accessibility campus wide

» ELL and International programs

» Yearly trips include travel for performance, mission 
and academic enrichment 

WWVA Ad.indd   1 5/26/17   11:26 AM
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Max Kiger focuses on a school project during class.

KATIE HENDERSON

Justin Taina is the first 
student from Buena Vista 
Seventh-day Adventist School 
to participate in the National 
History Bee in Atlanta, Ga.

BUENA VISTA GROWS 
‘BEE’ SCHOLARS

Buena Vista Seventh-day 
Adventist School in 

Auburn has participated in re-
gional education competitions 
for spelling and geography 
bees for nearly 20 years and is 
now adding participation in a 
history bee.

This year, the school is 
excited to be sending two 
students to the King-Snohom-
ish Counties Regional Spelling 
Bee and National Geographic 
State Geography Bee and also 
will be sending its first student 
to the National History Bee.

Max Kiger, a fifth-grade 
student and first-time quali-
fier, was excited and nervous 
to compete in the Regional 
Spelling Bee in Seattle.

“It’s a new experience for 
him,” says Vicki Rutherford, 
Buena Vista teacher. “The 
Regional Bee is always held on 
Sunday, rather than Saturday, 
partly for our school and for 
several Jewish schools. We are 
grateful.”

Kiger’s family proudly 
watched as he made it to the 
third round of the spelling bee 
on March 25, where the word 
“intaglio” gave him a struggle.

Additionally, Justin Taina, 
eighth-grade student, qualified 
for the National Geographic 
State Geography Bee in Taco-
ma for the second time.

“He is a walking geogra-
phy book complete with world 
maps,” says Rutherford. “We 
have never had a student quali-
fy for the national competition 
in geography ... yet. We’ll see 
how Justin does at state level 
this year.”

Taina is also the first stu-
dent from Buena Vista to qual-
ify as a finalist for the National 
History Bee in Atlanta, Ga.

“He’s self-motivated and 
highly intellectual. I encour-
age him to read more kinds of 
genres to be able to branch out 
in his knowledge,” says Con-
nie Mitzelfelt, eighth-grade 
teacher. “He’ll be reading four 
to five books at a time, and 
it’s good to see him branching 
out.”

As the day of the National 
History Bee falls on graduation 
day at Buena Vista, the school 
will be holding a special grad-
uation ceremony for Taina.

“Justin has to report to 
Atlanta the very day of his 

eighth-grade graduation, so we 
are holding a special ceremony 
to graduate him the day 
before,” says Rutherford. “He 
will march in cap and gown 
with his class and give his class 
historian address, which will 
be recorded for presentation at 
the actual graduation.”

Buena Vista also held 
its first Art Walk in March. 
Every student had an oppor-
tunity to show off their artistic 
talent. The gym was set up 
to look like a museum, and 
several parents and community 
members turned out to see the 
works of the students. Amber 
Nelson, first-grade teacher, is 
looking forward to hosting the 
Art Walk next year.

Katie Henderson, Washington 
Conference communication intern

BIG PICTURE 
OF MINISTRY

HEARTS OF GOLD
Hearts of Gold Dinner Auction 
set a record-breaking atten-
dance level and raised $201,185 
for Auburn Adventist Academy 
student scholarships.

FUNDRAISING  
INTENSIVE
Twenty-five individuals with 
a vision of bigger and innova-
tive ministry joined a growing 
cohort of leaders who are com-
mitted to funding innovative 
and effective ministries in the 
Washington Conference.

CHILDREN’S  
LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING
Abby Pozo, children’s minis-
try director, held a children’s 
ministry training and Vacation 
Bible Xperience (VBX) preview 
for leaders. Leaders are going 
through an eight-part certifi-
cation program, and this year’s 
theme is child evangelism. VBX 
leaders also learned more about 
summer neighborhood ministry 
curriculum options.

KATIE HENDERSON

ABBY POZO

KATIE HENDERSON

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_bee
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SKY VALLEY 
STUDENTS 

EXCITED TO 
SERVEThe last Friday of every 

month, students at 
Sky Valley Adventist School 
in Monroe, come together to 
make 60 lunches for Take the 
Next Step, a local organization 
that offers assistance to low-in-
come families by providing 
them with food, clothes, gas 
cards and other basic necessities.

Sky Valley Adventist 
School has been participat-
ing in this service project for 
two years, and it is one of the 
students’ favorite activities. 
Food for the lunches has been 
graciously donated by school 

families and volunteers.
While the students do not 

deliver the meals directly to 
the families, they always write 
encouraging cards and pray 
over the lunches before they’re 
taken by a volunteer.

This project gives students 
the opportunity to share Jesus’ 
love in a practical way, and 
they are always enthusiastic to 
do so.

Crysti Wallace, Sky Valley 
Adventist School head teacher

DAWN CAMPANELLO

KIRKLAND 
STUDENTS ‘STOP 

THAT DRIP’

Nine students in grades 
five, six and eight 

from Kirkland Seventh-day 
Adventist School (KSDA) 
placed first in the annual re-
gional robotics competition for 
First Lego League in February.

After much practice and 
preparation with their sponsors 
Dawn Campanello, Verna 
DeLuna, Corl DeLuna and 
Steve Mantle, the team made 
their way to Walla Walla Val-
ley Academy in College Place 
to showcase their technical 
skills, innovation and team-
work.

This year’s league com-
petition focus was hydrody-
namics. Teams were judged by 
performance in three catego-
ries: project focus, core values 
and robot design. The KSDA 
team created a website with a 
short video called “Stop That 
Drip!”

The team did a lot of 
research about water and then 
asked 135 kids in their school 
what they knew about water 
conservation. From the results, 
the team decided to find a fun 
way to show kids how they 
could save water.

For the category of robot 
design, students presented a ra-
tionale for their robot concept 
and design to the judges. Then 
the kids demonstrated the 
robot missions programmed in 
2.5-minute rounds.

KSDA placed first in 
each category of project focus, 
then placed second in robot 
missions. Their performance 
qualified them for the North 
American Division competi-
tion coming in May.

“The best part is seeing 
how the team has changed 
their water-use habits to help 
out the environment,” says 
Campanello.

KSDA is proud to support 
the genuine spirit of hard 
work, collaboration and ethical 
engagement the team has 
exhibited.

Anika Zebron, Puget Sound 
Adventist Academy teacher

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_kirkland

More photos online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_skyvalley

The KSDA team created a website to go with their Lego project.
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AAA students served in the 
Philippines during spring break.

AUBURN STUDENTS 
SERVE DURING 

SPRING BREAK

Auburn Adventist  
  Academy (AAA) 

sent two student groups during 
spring break around the world 
to serve in Belize and the 
Philippines.

The first group of 30 
students spent 12 days in Belize 
at the King’s Children’s Home 
to help improve the facility and 
build relationships with the 
staff and children.

“The kids inspired us with 
their capacity to learn so much 
from their limited resources,” 
says Lauren Richert, a junior.

The students started 
the day with worship before 
beginning their daily assigned 
projects. The team poured a 
10-foot by 70-foot sidewalk 
leading to the church, dug a 
9-foot square for the church’s 
septic tank, collected campus 
trash, helped with laundry, 
prepped food and worked with 
children in the home.

“I went there feeling sorry 
for myself and left appreciating 
the many opportunities I have, 
and I am especially thankful 
for my family,” says Chelsea 
Rachal, a junior.

The second group of 20 
students traveled to the Phil-
ippines for two weeks helping 
with construction projects, 
making house visitations with 
pastors and providing medical 
services with In His Service 
Amianan (IHSA).

The medical mission team 
went out to different barangays 
(villages) to give free medical 
care to local residents. Students 

were able to assist doctors and 
nurses with taking blood pres-
sure, vitals, issuing medication 
and pulling teeth.

“I helped the dentists, and 
I really enjoyed it,” says Sooji 
Kim, a senior student. “Before 
the mission trip I never con-
sidered dentistry as a career, 
but now I want to go into 
dentistry.”

Students also had the 
opportunity to do a Vacation 
Bible School program for the 
kids with singing, skits and 
games.

“For me, the mission 
is our students gaining 
greater ministry insight and 
opportunities in service,” says 
Jay Coon, AAA vice principal 
for growth and development. 
“Connecting with another 
culture while experiencing 
medical service is life-
changing.”

Sienna Hubin, Derek Slavens, 
Amber Pettey-Torres and Lindsey 
Reed, AAA media literacy class 
students

Lower-grade students from Grays Harbor Adventist Christian 
School make peanut butter sandwiches for their local homeless 
community.

Upper-grade students make 
lentil soup for homeless 
members of their community.

GRAYS HARBOR 
STUDENTS SERVE 

HOMELESS 
COMMUNITY

Grays Harbor Adven-
tist Christian School 

students prepared meals for the 
homeless in their county this 
past winter.

With the coordination 
and assistance from their teach-

er, Adria Hay, and classroom 
aides Michelle Schneider and 
Katrina Kurtz, students pre-
pared peanut butter sandwiches 
and lentil soup.

Grays Harbor Adventist 
Christian School was recently 
awarded a Don Keele Award 
for home economic supplies. 
With the new supplies, the 
school will be able to extend 
their community outreach 
projects.

Students hope to do more 
outreach projects for their 
community in the future.

Adria Hay, Grays Harbor 
Adventist Christian School 
principal

KONTESSA KLETKE

ADRIA HAY

ADRIA HAY

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_homeless

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_auburn
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 

* 90% of graduates continue to 
    college or university  
 * SAT scores above state and 
    national average

  
* Strong Core Classes      * Art 

 * Industrial Design           * Culinary 
       * Film Production             * Graphics 
  

  
        * Soccer            *Volleyball      
       * Cross Country           *Basketball    
 * Flag Football           *Swimming 
 * Skiing and Snowboarding 

  
 * Mission Trips       
      * Church Praise Teams       
        * Journey to Bethlehem 
        * Journey to the Cross 
 

  
        * Choral          *Band       *Bells 
        * Orchestra    *Piano      *Drama 
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FOREST PARK 
STUDENTS BUILD 

TO LEARN
Intense concentration —  

interrupted by bouts 
of discussion, redesign and 
testing — took over the Forest 
Park Adventist Christian 
School (FPACS) gymnasium 
in Everett on March 30 as 
students built projects for 
STEM Day.

STEM education is a 
focused emphasis on science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics that helps students 
understand new concepts of 
learning through a hands-on 
approach. On the last Friday of 
the month, students in kinder-
garten through eighth grade 
gather together to utilize the 
STEM skills they’ve learned 
in their classrooms to build a 
working project.

During STEM Day, 
students were given a project 
with a list of available materials 
and the time constraints for 
building and testing a wheeled 
vehicle powered by a balloon.

Although the projects 
are individual, students are 

encouraged to collaborate with 
one another about design issues 
and sometimes may need to 
work cooperatively in groups 
of two or three.

Once the projects are 
completed, students demon-
strate what they have accom-
plished and share their findings 
with others.

Experts in education 
say that STEM helps develop 
critical thinking, collabora-
tion, creativity, innovation and 
problem-solving. These are 
skills needed in everyday life, 
and they help prepare students 
for potential careers in STEM 
areas. While the teachers at 
FPACS value the many educa-
tional benefits of STEM Day, 
the students enjoy having fun 
learning.

Linda Taber, Forest Park 
Adventist Christian School teacher

The line stretches long as many await treatment during the Greater 
Seattle Fil-Am Church medical church mission trip.

FIL-AM MEMBER 
FULFILLS 

MISSION DREAM

Bernadette Polinar 
has been a baptized 

member of Greater Seattle 
Filipino-American (Fil-Am) 
Church for nearly four years. 
Since hearing about the 
mission trips Fil-Am would 
take every couple of years, she 
had been dreaming of bringing 
a mission group to her 
hometown of Batuan, Bohol, 
Philippines.

Polinar’s passion for Jesus 
and sharing God’s love and 
truth with her extended family 
convinced her to ask Grace 
Gamponia, medical mission 
team coordinator, if the Fil-Am 
Church would be interested in 
going to Batuan.

“When Bernadette 
requested to have a mission in 
Bohol,” says Gamponia, “we 
did not think twice.”

A year after Polinar’s 
request, a team of medical 
and evangelistic people were 
recruited to form the medical 
evangelism group going to the 
Philippines. The team prayer-
fully prepared for the pioneering 
work in the Roman Catholic 
community of Batuan where 
there is no Adventist church.

When the time arrived 
two years later in the Philip-
pines, the team warily watched 
the progress of a typhoon 
threatening the island of Bohol. 
But God intervened, stopping 
the rain that had been pouring 
the week before and holding off 
the rain during the mission trip 
until after the baptisms on the 
last day.

By the end of the week, 
the group from Fil-Am served 
more than 2,300 people in 
Batuan and an additional 2,200 
people in the neighboring town 
of Tubigon. They also bap-
tized 52 people and helped 30 
more study the Bible for future 
baptism.

“I praise and thank God 
who called me to join His Ad-
vent movement here in Seattle 
and for the privilege of sharing 
His love and truth with my 
extended family and country-
men,” says Polinar.

Eddie General, Greater Seattle 
Filipino-American Church pastor

EDDIE GENERAL

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_fil-am

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_forestpark

Forest Park students use everyday objects to build their science, 
technology, engineering and math skills.
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Through the Maasai 
Development Project, 
Tomonik fell in love with 
baking and wants to open 
her own bakery.

Eunice Reyes is passionate about raising awareness for missions 
through her foodie-focused T-shirt company.

VOLUNTEER PARK 
ENTREPRENEUR SHARES 

PASSION FOR MISSIONS
unice Reyes, a 
local entrepreneur 
and member of 
Volunteer Park 
Church in Seattle, 
knew from an early 

age she wanted to one day be 
a part of the fashion industry. 
In 2015, Reyes and her cousin, 
Melissa Reyes, co-founded Le 
Foodie/The Food Tee, a fash-
ion T-shirt line that allowed 
the two cousins to share their 
love of food and fashion.

“I found myself searching 
for more when I stumbled 
upon a touching story about 
a Lebanese woman who 
designed handbags to provide 
underprivileged women with 
work,” says Eunice Reyes.

The act of charity through 
work is what motivated Reyes 
to pray that day and ask God 
to give her an opportunity to 
one day use her fashion skills 
toward a similar cause. With 
her co-founded company, she 
decided she would give 10 
percent of profits to charities 
such as Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA) 
and Cooking Matters, which 
works to ensure kids have the 
healthy food they need each 
day.

“Honestly, tithe was the 
first thing that came to my 
mind. I figured if it’s a good 
number for God to refer-
ence, then it should be a good 

reference when giving back,” 
explains Reyes.

Reyes most recently 
partnered with the Maasai 
Development Project (MDP), 
an Adventist nonprofit that 
rescues Kenyan girls from 
early circumcision and other 
difficult circumstances. For the 
girls in their program, MDP 
offers schooling and develop-
ment so that they can further 
their education.

Tomonik is one such girl 
in the MDP who inspired 

Reyes because she too is an 
aspiring entrepreneur. After 
graduating from secondary 
school, Tomonik began baking 
bread in a coal oven MDP had 
in its center.

Her passion for breadmak-
ing grew with her skills, and 
she began selling bread in her 
village and has since gained 
popularity. Tomonik has fallen 
in love with the business of 
baking and now wants to open 
a bakery.

“Le Foodie identifies with 

Tomonik’s aspiration to start 
a business, and we understand 
that it comes with challenges, 
especially financial challenges,” 
says Reyes. “We wanted to 
help her in the small way that 
we can.”

In partnership with MDP, 
Le Foodie started the “Baker’s 
Delight” campaign, through 
which 20 percent of profits 
will help Tomonik start her 
bakery.

“So far, I have paired up 
with some popular bakers in 
Seattle, such as Hello Robin 
and Raining Cookies,” says 
Reyes. “When I reached out to 
them about the project, all of 
them loved the idea and were 
happy to get on board with 
raising awareness and funds in 
any way they could.”

Reyes is passionate about 
organizations committed to 
teaching healthy cooking 
and nutrition to children and 
low-income families and looks 
forward to more opportuni-
ties to help nonprofits raise 
awareness of their mission all 
while financially partnering 
with God.

Katie Henderson, Washington 
Conference communication intern

Read more online at  
glnr.in/113-04-wa_bake
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A VALUABLE 
AND SIGNIFICANT 

JOURNEY
he Walla Walla University 
community gathered last 

month in our campus 
church sanctuary in 

a challenging context. A 
few days before, university 
administrators began exploring 
reports of a social media post 
that featured a small group 
of WWU students, one that 
seemed to be a clear example 
of blackface, a symbol of 
racism and oppression. The 
pain of the incident touched 

the full spectrum of our 
campus family represented in 
that space — faculty, staff and 
students from nearly every 
ethnicity.

How does a Christian 
institution of higher learn-
ing — one that espouses high 
ideals and is founded on an 
incredible idea that every per-
son is created in the image of 
God as a being of inestimable 
value and worth — process an 
incident such as this?

One way is by turning 
to our identity as a commu-
nity of faith. The Bible casts 
an unbelievably high vision 
for how we are to treat each 
other as members of different 
racial and cultural groups. In 
a central case study offered in 
the Bible, the risen Lord strikes 
down a persecutor named Saul 
and announces to him that he, 
Jewish rabbi that he is, is now 
the apostle to the Gentiles. The 
goal of his ensuing career is to 
actualize the reconciliation that 
Christ creates at Calvary. He is 
to bring together two disparate 
cultural groups as divided as 
any two groups on the planet 

today: Jews and Gentiles. 
Near the end of his career, 
Saul-turned-Paul thinks about 
all of this in his epistle to the 
Ephesians, where he says four 
things about why reconcilia-
tion between and among races 
is worth sustained effort.

First, we are all by nature 
racists and egomaniacs, dead in 
trespasses and sins (Ephesians 
2). That selfishness magni-
fied is racism, bent by sin to 
appreciate mostly people who 
look and act like me. The 
idea of a master race is but the 
reflection of myself as my own 
lord and master writ large. 
What this means is that when 
a race dominates in power 
and numbers, it will almost 
inevitably dominate, subju-
gate and enslave under the 
sway of its corporate sin. The 
result is a fractured, fighting, 
bloodthirsty, self-serving, racist 
world.

In the mercy and grace 
of God, the news gets better. 
The second point Paul makes 
in Ephesians is that, astound-
ingly, the races are already 
reconciled. Paul argues that 

the atonement of Jesus is not 
just about my relationship to 
God, but also is crafting one 
new humanity in Christ Jesus 
(also in chapter 2). We do not 
have to create reconciliation. 
Instead, we have the privilege 
of acknowledging, actualizing 
and working to foster it.

Third, God has a strategic 
plan for the cosmos to unite 
all things in Jesus — things in 
heaven, on Earth and beyond 
(chapter 1). His ultimate plan, 
already underway, is to unite 
everything and everyone in 
Christ.

Fourth, we have an im-
portant part to play in God’s 

John McVay
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You have the right to expect the 
highest and best from us at Walla 
Walla University and to believe that 
we will ferret out anything that fails 
to resonate with our mission.

plan. He intends to signal His 
plan for unity and reconcil-
iation by first actualizing it 
among believers (chapter 3). 
We have an opportunity to 
demonstrate the good news of 
Christ’s reconciliation.

If we wish to heal, impact 
and repair the damage from 
an incident such as we have 
experienced recently, it will 
take sustained effort as well 
as challenging education and 
sometimes difficult conversa-

tion. We have already begun 
that work, and we know it will 
take a dedication to being in it 
for the long haul.

You have the right to 
expect the highest and best 
from us at Walla Walla Uni-

versity and to believe we will 
ferret out anything that fails to 
resonate with our mission to 
be a community of faith and 
discovery, committed to excel-
lence in thought, generosity in 
service, beauty in expression 
and faith in God. I am com-
mitted to this important work 
and appreciate your support 
in this valuable and significant 
journey.

To read more responses 
and coverage from the NPUC 
and WWU leadership, go to 
gleanernow.com/wwudiversity.

John McVay, Walla Walla 
University president

To read more responses and coverage  

from the NPUC and WWU leadership, go to 

www.gleanernow.com/wwudiversity. 
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Amy Grant (center) helps celebrate the 2018 Heroes of the Heart, 
including (from left) John and Anna Canzano, Grace-Ann 
Pegnone, and Abby and Sally Egland.

LOCAL HEROES INSPIRE 
HEALTH, WHOLENESS 

AND HOPE
ach year the 
Adventist Health 
Foundation rec-
ognizes people in 
the Portland, Ore., 
community who 

give of themselves to meet 
the needs of others and names 
them Heroes of the Heart.

Proceeds from this year’s 
foundation gala benefited the 
lifesaving services at Northwest 
Regional Heart and Vascular. 
The generous gifts shared by 
attendees and the Adventist 
Health Foundation’s key part-
ners will have an immediate 
and lasting impact on friends, 
family and loved ones in the 
local community.

Guests at the gala enjoyed 
a special experience with six-
time Grammy Award-winning 
artist Amy Grant. Through 
stories and songs, Grant took 
guests on a journey through 
peaks and valleys from her 
personal life. By listening to 
the Holy Spirit and stepping 
out in faith, she has found 
renewed purpose by develop-
ing a summer camp that serves 
children in need. Grant says 
these experiences have revealed 
to her what is possible when, 
like the Heroes of the Heart, 
we seek to help others and 
answer a calling greater than 
ourselves.

At the Heroes of the 
Heart Gala, team members 

and key community partners 
met with three 2018 heroes 
and learned their inspirational 
stories.

Abby Egland, Abby’s Closet 
founder

Abby’s Closet started 
with a pink prom dress and 
the desire to let it dance 
again with someone who 
might not otherwise have the 
opportunity. The nonprofit 
has hosted more than a decade 
of prom gown giveaways 
for students from more than 
250 schools in Oregon and 
southwest Washington.

Beyond giving away more 
than 24,000 dresses, Abby’s 
Closet empowers high school 
students to learn leadership 
skills through their student 
advisory board. They award a 
college scholarship each year. 

The goal of Abby’s Closet is 
to make every participant feel 
special, beautiful and confi-
dent.

Anna and John Canzano, The 
Bald Faced Truth Foundation 
co-founders

Founded in 2009 by 
KGW-TV sports commentator 
John Canzano and his wife, 
KOIN-TV weekend anchor 
Anna Canzano, the foundation 
provides opportunities and ex-
periences for Oregon’s youth.

The Bald Faced Truth 
Foundation has made a signif-
icant difference in the lives of 
more than 14,000 area children 
by providing enriching oppor-
tunities and life experiences. 
Grants are also awarded to 
organizations, schools, clubs, 
leagues and teams needing 
financial assistance.

Grace-Ann Pegnone, Pamplin 
Media’s ‘Amazing Kid’

Canby High School soph-
omore Grace-Ann Pegnone 
has found the secret to enjoy-
ing life: serving others. Her 
service activities and leadership 
in Oregon State University 
Extention’s 4-H program 
highlight her kindness, good 
citizenship and willingness to 
provide hundreds of volunteer 
hours to benefit others in need.

For the past five years, 
Pegnone has organized a toy 
drive for the Clackamas Coun-
ty Department of Health and 
Human Services. By distrib-
uting gift tags to churches and 
local businesses, she collects 
hundreds of gifts and coordi-
nates distribution through a 
holiday party for foster chil-
dren and their parents.

Pegnone says, “I am not 
able to solve the larger issue of 
why a child is in foster care, 
but I can help them create 
positive memories with their 
parents at the holidays.”

C.J. Anderson, Adventist Health–
Portland marketing specialist

ADVENTIST HEALTH
NORTHWEST // NEWS
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Klein 60th
Darrell and Narlita (Nie-

man) Klein are celebrating 60 
years of marriage.

They met one summer 
day in 1956 at the Youth 
Center in College Place, 
Wash., and were married at 
the Greenlake Church on 
Nov. 9, 1957.

Darrell went to work for 
the Vernon Robison ranch 
near Walla Walla until their 
first daughter, Julie, was 
born. Then they moved to 
Lebanon, Ore., to work at 
the Wah Chang Corporation 
and later at the Willamette 
National Plywood mill.

With the additions of two 
little girls, Connie and Diane, 
they moved to Lewiston, Ida-
ho, for a short while and then 
moved to Spokane, Wash., 
to work for Hylond Inn for 
a couple of years. Then they 
transferred to Shelton, Wash., 
where both Darrell and Narl-
ita managed the Hylond Inn 
Retirement Home there.

They spent 14 years in 
Shelton while Narlita man-
aged a GNC store in Aber-
deen, Wash.

An opportunity came up 
to manage the San Marcos 
Apartments for Wells & Co. 
in Spokane, where Darrell 
managed 180 apartments. 
Narlita continued being 
manager of the GNC store at 
the Franklin Mall and retired 
after 25 years with that com-
pany. Later Darrell worked 10 
years for Laidlaw School Bus 
Transit.

From 1987 to 2014, 
Darrell was the Santa Claus at 
the Valley Mall and later for 
the North Town Mall, also in 
Spokane.

In his retirement, Dar-

rell enjoys making wooden 
projects on the lathe and is 
an avid collector of Western 
memorabilia. Narlita vol-
unteered four years at the 
Better Living Center and 
enjoys cooking. Besides their 
three daughters, they also 
have 9 grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren.

Wearner 50th
Ron and Jeanine were in 

Paris on their 50th anniver-
sary, June 18, 2017, on their 
way home after a concert 
tour/mission trip with the 
Oregon Adventist Men’s 
Chorus to Ukraine.

They got married June 
18, 1967, after Ron graduat-
ed from theology at Pacific 
Union College in Angwin, 
Calif., and Jeanine was 
working on her Bachelor of 
Science in nursing at Loma 
Linda University in Califor-

nia. Ron pursued a degree in 
public health while Jeanine 
finished her last year of 
nursing.

After both graduated 
they got a call to serve in a 
district out of Manaus, Brazil, 
on the Luzeiro III and later 
the Luzeiro IV medical and 
evangelism boats. Their as-
signment was a circuit of 200 
kilometers on the Amazon 
River, serving more than 30 

churches and groups.
During their five years 

on the river, two of their 
children, Ken and Jody, 
joined their family. During 
furlough, Eric was born. At 
that point they moved off 
the boat. They served several 
schools then taught at North-
east Brazil College. Jeanine 
taught nursing, and Ron 
helped prepare future pastors.

On returning to the U.S. 
on permanent return they 
were invited to serve the 
Baldwin Park and Rolling 
Hills churches in Southern 
California. Next came an 
invitation to pastor in the Or-
egon Conference in the Med-
ford area, then Woodland and 
Cedar Creek in southweast 
Washington, and finally in 
Sheridan and Grand Ronde, 
Ore. Ron also enjoyed minis-
tering as a volunteer chaplain 
for the fire and police de-
partments in Woodland and 
Willamina.

Jeanine worked in hospi-
tals, doctor’s offices and then 
home care. After earning her 
master’s in community nurs-
ing she worked as a school 
nurse and public health nurse.

They retired close to 
their daughter’s home out in 
the country in Banks, Ore. 
They are enjoying their 11 
grandchildren. They are 
also helping care for Ron’s 
99-year-old father, who was 
also a missionary in South 
America.

They praise God for the 
50 years of marriage and all 
the adventures and memories 
they share. They are thankful 
for their children and grand-
children. They are thankful 
God has helped and guided 
them throughout their lives 

and used them in His field 
to bring the gospel to many 
people over the years.

Ron and Jeanine Wearner

DUNKS — Easton William 
was born Nov. 30, 2017, to 
Eric and Carrie (Lysinger) 
Dunks, Springfield, Ore.
HILLIARD — Daphne Rose 
was born Jan. 11, 2018, to 
Jonathan and Jenee (Gifford) 
Hilliard, Portland, Ore.
MINTON — Daxton Wyatt 
was born March 1, 2018, to 
Rich M. and Ashley N. (Po-
teet) Minton, Medford, Ore.
OWUOR — Olivia Grace 
Achieng was born Nov. 27, 
2017, to Steve B. Owuor and 
Sylvia Achieng Dande, Port-
land, Ore.
PARDEE — Ezra Matthew 
was born Jan. 2, 2018, to James 
and Megan (Eklund) Pardee, 
Beaverton, Ore.

AMES — Evelyn Deloris 
(Zundel), 92; born July 25, 
1925, Ruff, Wash.; died Dec. 
17, 2017, Brush Prairie, Wash. 
Surviving: son, Anthony, 
Battle Ground, Wash.; 
daughters, Connie Ames, 
Portland, Ore.; Yvonne 
House, Vancouver, Wash.; 
Shirley Davis, Tacoma, Wash.; 
Rebecca Parker, Bonney Lake, 
Wash.; Roberta Ewert, North 
Logan, Utah; 9 grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren.
BLACKMON — Gwendo-
lyn “Gwen” (Miller), 77; 
born May 3, 1940, Portland, 
Ore.; died Dec. 14, 2017, 
Longview, Wash. Surviving: 
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husband, Alton “Al”; son, 
Alan, Longview; daughter, 
Debra “Debbie” Guzman, 
Longview; 4 grandchildren 
and 9 great-grandchildren.
BOOSE — Richard Bradshaw, 
89; born June 12, 1928, Red 
Lodge, Mont.; died Jan. 5, 
2018, College Place, Wash. 
Surviving: son, John, Walla 
Walla, Wash.; Tim, Big Fork, 
Mont.; daughters, Rebecca 
Cason, San Diego, Calif.; 
Michalle McMillan, Olney, 
Mont.; Teresa Bodle, Wald-
port, Ore.; 23 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren.
CAMPBELL — Alvin C., 94; 
born March 7, 1923, Maurice, 
La.; died Jan. 6, 2018, Port-
land, Ore. Surviving: son, 
Alvin C. Jr., Portland; daugh-
ters, Bonnie Jones and Brenda 
Campbell-Johnson, both of 
Anchorage, Alaska; 7 grand-
children and 21 great-grand-
children.
DAVIDSON — Jeanette Elaine 
(Sievers), 88; born Jan. 5, 
1929, Kalispell, Mont.; died 
Dec. 27, 2017, College Place, 
Wash. Surviving: sons, Clyde, 
of Kansas; Mark, Chicago, Ill.; 
Dan, Turlock, Calif.; Glen, 
College Place; daughters, Sher-
rie Davidson, Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho; Bonnie Davidson, of 
California; and Kami David-
son, Sioux Falls, S.D.
GRYTE — Norval D., 90; 
born Aug. 14, 1927, Los Ange-
les, Calif.; died Sept. 8, 2017, 
Portland, Ore. Surviving: 
wife, Lucille (Johnson); sons, 
Ken, Albany, Ore.; Don, San 
Leandro, Calif.; Jim, Cottage 
Grove, Ore.; 4 grandchildren 
and a great-grandchild.
HOOPER — Irmgard Auguste 
(Siemsen), 100; born June 29, 
1917, Roundup, Mont.; died 
Dec. 29, 2017, Albany, Ore. 
Surviving: daughter, Jeanie 

Reed, Albany; 4 grandchildren 
and 4 great-grandchildren.
JOHNSTON — Edmund 
Lee, 95; born Aug. 15, 1922, 
Watertown, S.D.; died Dec. 
1, 2017, Walla Walla, Wash. 
Surviving: son, Calvin, Walla 
Walla; daughter, Colleen 
Prouty, McMinnville, Ore.; 
sister, Jessie Warden, Vancou-
ver, Wash.; and 4 grand- 
children.
KELLEY — Debbie D. (Lee), 
61; born July 8, 1956, Seattle, 
Wash.; died Dec. 28, 2017, 
Olympia, Wash. Surviving: 
husband, Les; son, Dustin, 
Westmont, Ill.; and brother, 
Doug Lee, Seattle.
ONJUKKA — Lauri, 97; born 
Aug. 12, 1920, Mantsinsaari, 
Finland; died Dec. 21, 2017, 
La Grande, Ore. Surviving: 
sons, Sam, Imbler, Ore.; Rolf, 
Arlington, Texas; brothers, 
Veikko, Pisgah, Ala.; Johannes, 
Aitolahti, Finland; 4 grand-
children and 3 great-grand-
children.
PIKE — Marguerite Ann, 78; 
born March 22, 1939, Man-
chester, N.H.; died Dec. 20, 
2017, Union, Ore. Surviving: 
brother, Raymond C. Pike, 
Woodland, Wash.; sisters, Eliz-
abeth Pike, Spokane, Wash.; 
and Ruth Wilcox, Gresham, 
Ore.
ROCHAT — Charles, 91; born 
Dec. 15, 1926, in Switzerland; 
died Oct. 8, 2018, Walla Wal-
la, Wash. Surviving: sons, Ben-
jamin, Gerald, Chuck, Scott, 
David; and daughters, Josette 
and Michelle.
ROSSIER — Morris, 88; born 
March 27, 1929, Canandaigua, 
N.Y.; died Dec. 19, 2017, Walla 
Walla, Wash. Surviving: son, 
Anthony Rossier-Hanyon, 
Prescott, Ariz.; daughters, Jen-
ny Fuch, College Place, Wash.; 
Connie Rossier, Walla Walla; 

a brother and 3 sisters in New 
York; 7 grandchildren and a 
great-grandchild.
SALTER — Gary D. Sr., 81; 
born June 9, 1936, Eugene, 
Ore.; died Dec. 14, 2017, 
Yakima, Wash. Surviving: 
wife, Patty (Elsom); son, Gary 
“Don” Salter Jr., Walla Walla, 
Wash.; daughters, Vicky Larra-
bee, Clarkston, Wash.; Debbie 
Sewell, Touche, Wash.; Pam 
Achabal, Spokane, Wash.; step-
son, Daniel Elson, Walla Walla; 
stepdaughters, Debbie (Elsom) 
Shaffer, Selah, Wash.; Dede 
Anderson, Simi Valley, Calif.; 
sister, Barbara Aufderhar, Lo-
pez Island, Wash; 8 grandchil-
dren, 4 step-grandchildren and 
4 great-grandchildren.
SAYLER — Julianna Lyn, 8; 
born Oct. 31, 2008, South 
Bend, Ind.; died Aug. 18, 2017, 
Monterrey, Mexico. Surviv-
ing: parents, Eric and Stacie 
Sayler, Walla Walla, Wash.; 
brother, Joshua, Walla Walla; 
sister, Jillian, Walla Walla; 
paternal grandparents, Glen 
and Irene Sayler, Tillamook, 
Ore.; maternal grandfather, 
Glenn Silver, Waitsburg; ma-
ternal grandmother, Colleen 
Compston, Walla Walla; and 
maternal great-grandparents, 
Ken and Viola Silver, College 
Place, Wash.
SCHLAMAN — William 
“Bill” Carl, 81; born Feb. 10, 
1936, Portland, Ore.; died 
Aug. 25, 2017, Roseburg, 
Ore. Surviving: wife, Barbara 
(Thacker); son, Donald Wil-
liam, Yakima, Wash.; daugh-
ter, Terri Behrens, Nipomo, 
Calif.; brothers, Jack, Lake 
Havasu, Ariz.; Duane, Bothell, 
Wash.; sister, Joni West, La 
Quinta, Calif.; 4 grandchildren 
and 5 great-grandchildren.
STRICKLAND — Joy Marie 
(Heard), 31; born Oct. 4, 

1985, Aberdeen, Wash.; died 
Sept. 30, 2017, Hoquiam, 
Wash. Surviving: son, Peyton, 
Hoquiam; daughters, Savan-
nah Strickland and Madelynn 
Strickland, both of Hoquiam; 
father, Max Heard, Ocean 
Park, Wash.; mother, Carol 
Daitey, Aberdeen, Wash.; 
brothers, Paul Heard and Clint 
Heard, both of Aberdeen; 
sister, Tovi Barclay, Hoquiam; 
and fiancé, Brian Jasper.
WORDEN — Paul Leland, 
91; born Aug. 4, 1926, Blaine, 
Wash.; died Dec. 16, 2017, 
Walla Walla, Wash. Surviv-
ing: wife, Bonita “Bonnie” 
Carol (Rouse); sons, Duane, 
Walla Walla; Brian, Hager-
stown, Md.; daughters, Renee 
Mackin, Walla Walla; Elaine 
Smith, Hagerstown; brothers, 
Donald, Enterprise, Ore.; 
Bruce, Custer, Wash.; 3 grand-
children and 4 great-grand-
children.

The Gleaner also accepts 
expanded obituary 
announcements with short 
bio and photo. For submission 
and cost info, contact info@
gleanernow.com or call 360-857-
7043.

Go to GleanerNow.com/
contribute to submit 
family announcements.
The North Pacific Union 
Conference Gleaner accepts 
family listings as a service to 
members of Adventist churches 
in the Northwest. While this 
information is not intended as 
an endorsement of any facts or 
relationships represented, the 
Gleaner does not knowingly print 
content contrary to the biblical 
beliefs of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.

OURFAMILY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NORTH PACIFIC UNION CONFERENCE
Offering
May 5 — Local Church Budget;
May 12 — World Budget: Disaster and Famine Relief;
May 19 — Local Church Budget;
May 26 — Local Conference Advance.

Save the Date!
July 3–7 — Planning your summer activities? You’ve heard 
of old-fashioned camp meetings that are held outdoors, in a 
meadow, under a big tent? There’s nothing better than meeting 
with other Christians in a setting that God designed. This 
year the Adventist Horseman’s Association Camp Meeting is 
at Cabell Meadow, Ore. Come camp for the whole time or 
come just for Sabbath services and potluck. (You don’t need to 
bring a horse to enjoy the fun and fellowship). This association 
includes northern California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, Alaska and southwest Canada, but anyone is invited. 
Just bring a lawn chair. Go to adventisthorsemansassociation.
weebly.com for information and directions to Cabell Meadows.

OREGON CONFERENCE

‘Food for Life’ Plant-Based Cooking Class
May 3 — You’re invited to the Food for Life plant-based 
cooking class Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the Abundant Life 
Center, Castle Rock Church, 7531 Old Pacific Hwy N., 
Castle Rock, Wash. Deana Snyder is the presenter. Everyone is 
welcome to this free class; you will enjoy the samples and the 
health lecture. God desires that each of us be our healthiest best 
for His service, so bring yourself and a friend. Questions? Call 
Wanda at 360-967-2165.

The Stones That Cry Out Seminar
May 7–12 — Join us for a seminar about the Old Testament 
with Daegeuk Nam, who has taught the Old Testament and 
biblical archaeology for more than three decades at Sahmyook 
University in Seoul, Korea. This seminar begins Monday night 
at 7 p.m. and continues every night at 7 p.m. through Friday 
with the last seminar on Sabbath, May 12 at 11 a.m. Location: 
Stone Tower Church, 3010 NE Holladay St., Portland, Ore. 
More information online at glnr.in/113-04-or_stonetower.

Jaime Jorge Concert
May 12 — Jaime Jorge will be in concert at Rockwood Church 
on Sabbath for the 11 a.m. worship service. Rockwood is 
located at 1910 SE 182nd Ave., Portland, OR 97233. Jorge’s 
expressive mastery of the violin has delighted audiences around 
the globe. From high school auditoriums to magnificent 
cathedrals, from simple church programs to Carnegie Hall, his 
music has touched the lives of millions. It can touch yours too.

Singles Emphasis Sabbath
May 19 — Come join other singles for a day of worship 

and activities with Karl Haffner as the special guest speaker 
presenting “Created in Jesus to Do Good Works.” Held at the 
Holden Center in Gladstone, Ore., from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Register by May 15 at orgcfamily.netadvent.org/singles.

His Praise Men’s Chorus Concerts
May 19 — His Praise Men’s Chorus will be presenting two 
gospel concerts on Sabbath: one during the 11 a.m. church 
service in the Salem Central Adventist Church, 1330 Summer 
St. NE, Salem, OR 97301, and a second one at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Pleasant Hill Adventist Church, 35549 Zephyr Way, Pleasant 
Hill, OR 97455. His Praise is a group of about 25 men drawn 
from the Portland, Ore./Vancouver, Wash., area and from all 
walks of life, directed by Charlie Drury, who have one thing in 
common: They love to sing gospel music. For information, call 
Jerry Irvine, His Praise scheduling coordinator, at 206-261-
6452 or Wes Wilbur, His Praise president, 360-936-1401.

Orchards Church 40th Anniversary Celebration
June 2 — The Orchards Church is turning 40, and they 
want to celebrate with all who have enjoyed their church 
during the last 40 years. Catch up with your old friends 
with music playing a major part in the programs. John 
Freedman, North Pacific Union Conference president, will 
present the homily, plus former Orchards pastors will have 
the opportunity to share their memories. With lunch and 
supper provided, don’t miss this opportunity to spend the day 
with your old friends. For more information or to RSVP, 
go to the website orchardsadventist.com, or contact Shelly 
Hillman, church secretary, by phone at 360-892-2925 or email 
OrchardsAdventist@gmail.com.

Better Life Broadcasting Camp Meeting
June 8–9 — Better Life Broadcasting Camp Meeting will be 
held at Milo Adventist Academy in Days Creek, Ore. The 
keynote speaker will be Terry Johnsson. There will be special 
musical guests and more. For additional information or to 
register, visit BLBN.org or call 541-474-3089.

UPPER COLUMBIA CONFERENCE

Reunion of Dakota Adventist, Sheyenne River and 
Plainview Academies
May 19 — Alumni and friends of Dakota Adventist, Sheyenne 
River and Plainview academies are invited to a potluck 
luncheon on Sabbath at 1 p.m., at the home of Ken and Linda 
Seibold, 2890 Williams Rd., Walla Walla, Wash. In case of 
inclement weather meet in the Village Church youth fellowship 
room. For more information email sharonlheinrich@yahoo.
com.

MORE EVENTS LISTED AT GLEANERNOW.COM/EVENTS.
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Classes
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY OFFERS MASTER’S 
DEGREES in business, computer 
science, counseling, education, 
global community development, 
nursing, religion and social 
work. Flexibility is provided 
through some online and 
many on-campus programs. 
Financial aid may be available. 
For more information, call 423-
236-2585 or visit southern.edu/
graduatestudies.

WANT TO BE A MODERN DAY 
Apostle Paul and learn how to 
administer the healing touch? 
Come to Black Hills School of 
Massage and in just six months 
graduate from the only Adventist 
massage program eligible 
for state licensure. Visit us at 
bhhec.org/school-of-massage. 
Join one of our 2018 sessions 
and be part of this life-changing 
experience. Spaces are limited, 
so don’t delay. Call Al Trace at 
423-710-4873.

Employment
THE EDUCATION AND 
PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
at Southwestern Adventist 
University invites applications 
for a full-time faculty position. 
Preferred candidates will hold 
a doctorate in educational 
psychology or secondary 
education and have university 
teaching experience. Master’s 
degree considered. Must have 
or be able to obtain a Texas 
teaching credential. Send CV 
and cover letter to Dr. Donna 
Berkner, dberkner@swau.edu.

ADVENTIST TEACHERS NEEDED 
IN TAIWAN Taipei Adventist 
American School is an 
elementary school serving 
students in grades one to eight. 
If you are interested in teaching 
overseas at a mission school 
and have a four-year degree, 
please send your resume and 
3 references to secretary@
taas-taiwan.com. For more 
information on current openings 
and benefits, please see  

taas-taiwan.com. You may also 
see our postings on the NAD 
Education website under  
K–12 world.

RICHARDSON, TEXAS, FAMILY is 
looking for an Adventist live-in 
house manager/nanny who 
shares our beliefs, values and 
dietary preferences. If interested, 
contact Tiffany Capeles at 
tiffany.capeles@gmail.com 
or 301-525-7892. Valid driver’s 
license required. English/
Spanish speaking.

SECRETS UNSEALED is seeking 
a full-time accounting manager 
to join our 501(c)(3) ministry 
in Fresno, Calif. See position 
details at secretsunsealed.org/
employment/.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY is 
hiring! To see the list of available 
positions, go to j 
obs.wallawalla.edu.

THE OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 
at La Sierra University invites 
applications for a half-time 
position as the dean of the 
Division of General Education 
to begin in July 2018. For more 
information, please see  
goo.gl/JmSuQX.

OB-GYN, pediatrician, 
psychiatrist and psychologist 
needed for Adventist-owned/
operated Rural Health Clinic on 
the campus of Weimar Institute 
at Weimar, Calif. Competitive 
pay. Call Dr. Randall Steffens at 
615-604-0142.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY seeks School 
of Visual Art and Design 
productions/equipment 
and facilities manager. Full-
time position combines two 

Christ
mas i

n June!Central Oregon 
Camp Meeting
Christmas Valley, OR
June 21–23
Under the big tent at
60508 Old Lake Rd

Speakers
Dick Duerksen
Chuck Burkeen
Steve Gilmore
and Musical Guest 

Vonda Beerman

For more information
go to cosdacamp.com,

on Facebook @SDAChurch97641 
or call 541-306-0384

5th Annual

Singles One Day Event
May 19, 9:30-5:00 ‘Created

 in 

Jesus to
 Do 

Good Works‘

with Karl 

Haffner
Registration fee includes lunch. Register at 
orgcfamily.netadvent.org/singles

Holden Center 
Oregon Conference 
Gladstone, OR

Blank Eighth Page Wide.indd   1 4/10/2018   4:40:11 PM
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operational roles that impact the 
use/scheduling of production 
equipment. Prefer two years 
experience or college degree in 
video, film, audio, lighting and 
maintenance. To apply and see 
full description, visit  
southern.edu/jobs.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks a 
director of human resources. 
The director of human resources 
is the chief human resources 
officer of the university and 
serves as an advocate regarding 
benefits, policies and practices 
that would have a positive 
impact on employees and as an 
advisor and strategic partner 
to university administration. 
Provides leadership through the 
management of a comprehensive 
human resources department, 
ensuring that all HR programs 
and initiatives are integrated and 
effective in supporting the overall 
mission, goals and objectives 
of the institution. andrews.
edu/admres/jobs/show/staff_
salary#job_6.

Events
JOIN US FOR THE 21ST NW 
FAMILY RETREAT held this year 
at Upper Columbia Academy, 
Spangle, Wash., July 4–8, 2018. 
This year, we will be hosting 
special breakout meetings for 
parenting and young adults! 
For information, please visit 
restoration-international.org/
nwfr or call Vernon and Karina 
Pettey, 406-890-1195.

40TH WEIMAR INSTITUE 
ANNIVERSARY We’re celebrating 
40 years of God’s blessings at 
Weimar Institute! If you’re an 
alumni or attendee, please join 
us on Nov. 2–4, 2018.

For Sale
WORTHINGTON, LOMA LINDA, 
CEDAR LAKE, AZURE PRODUCT, 
ETC. Low prices. Auburn 
Enterprises, Bill and Judy Hoard, 
4192 Auburn Rd NE; PO Box 
13757, Salem, OR 97309-1757; 
503-585-9311; fax 503-585-1805; 
auburnent@hotmail.com.

TOY WOODEN TRAINS 
Tumbleweed Toy Trains are 
made of the finest cherry or 
walnut. Solidly made. Carefully 
and handsomely crafted. A 
perfect gift. More information at 
tumbleweedtoytrains.com.

THE AUSTRALIAN CAROB CO. 
Aussie SharkBars are crafted 
using the world’s finest quality 
New Generation premium organic 
sweet carob. Nutritional experts 
and friends told you carob is 
“healthy for you,” but it often tasted 
like ... well, nothing like chocolate. 
Aussie SharkBars were created 
from the need to experience a 
delightfully rich, smooth and 
luxurious confection that is 
USDA Certified Organic, vegan, 
non-GMO, gluten-free, caffeine-

theobromine free — tastes similar 
to chocolate, but not chocolate. 
Sold at Amazon, Azure Standard. 
aussiesharkbar.com.

Miscellaneous
BUYING U.S. GOLD/SILVER 
COINS, proof and mint sets, silver 
dollars, rolls and bags. PCGS/
NGC certified coins, estates, 
accumulations, large collections, 
bullion, platinum. Will travel. All 
transactions confidential. Please 
call 208-859-7168.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP at the 
Yellowstone National Park every 
Sabbath from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. Services 
are led by the Rocky Mountain 
Conference pastors at 10 a.m. in 
the Old Faithful Lodge.

NORTH AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
SERVICES (NAISS) is recruiting 
Christian host families to host 
Chinese students for 30 days 
this summer (July 13–Aug. 
13). Becoming a host family 
is culturally, financially and 
spiritually a great blessing. 
Host families earn $1,700 for 
the summer program. If you’re 
interested, contact us by phone 
541-510-7787, email info@naiss-
us.com or online at naiss-us.com.

ORGAN: FREE TO SMALL CHURCH 
Two-manual 27-foot pedal 
Wurlitzer Organ in excellent 
condition. In Seattle area. U haul. 
Call 425-286-7833.

 
 

 

  

           

 $5000 Scholarship! 
❖ Feed the World, with a  

Degree in Agribusiness 

❖ Change the World, with a 

Degree in International 

Agriculture Development 

❖ Beautify the World, with a 

Degree in Landscape Design 

For more information: 

www.andrews.edu/agriculture 

agriculture@andrews.edu 

269-471-6006 

 



Sunset Schedule // DST
May	 4	 11	 18	 25

ALASKA CONFERENCE
Anchorage	 10:10	 10:28	 10:46	 11:03
Fairbanks	 10:27	 10:51	 11:16	 11:40
Juneau	 8:52	 9:07	 9:22	 9:36
Ketchikan	 8:27	 8:41	 8:53	 9:05

IDAHO CONFERENCE
Boise 	 8:50	 8:58	 9:05	 9:12
La Grande	 8:01	 8:10	 8:18	 8:26
Pocatello	 8:33	 8:41	 8:48	 8:55

MONTANA CONFERENCE
Billings	 8:24	 8:33	 8:41	 8:49
Havre	 8:36	 8:46	 8:55	 9:04
Helena	 8:40	 8:49	 8:58	 9:06
Miles City	 8:15	 8:24	 8:33	 8:40
Missoula	 8:49	 8:58	 9:07	 9:15

OREGON CONFERENCE
Coos Bay	 8:21	 8:29	 8:37	 8:44
Medford	 8:13	 8:21	 8:28	 8:35
Portland	 8:20	 8:29	 8:37	 8:45

UPPER COLUMBIA CONFERENCE 	
Pendleton	 8:05	 8:14	 8:22	 8:30
Spokane	 8:05	 8:14	 8:23	 8:32
Walla Walla	 8:04	 8:13	 8:21	 8:29
Wenatchee	 8:16	 8:25	 8:34	 8:42
Yakima	 8:14	 8:23	 8:32	 8:40

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
Bellingham	 8:28	 8:38	 8:47	 8:56
Seattle	 8:24	 8:34	 8:43	 8:51

GleanerNow.com/sunset
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Real Estate
ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE 
BROKER 35+ years experience, 
residential and commercial. 
Serving King, Pierce counties 
and greater Puget Sound. Mike 
Van Steenwyk, owner, 5 Star Real 

Estate Investments, LLC: 253-887-
1355; mlvansteenwyk@comcast.
net; 5starinvestllc.com.

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME 
AROUND BOISE, IDAHO? Boise’s 
a thriving community with 

Adventist church/school options 
and is homeschool-friendly. 
Contact David McCarver, 
licensed agent for listings, 
Sharpshooter@dmccarver.com, 
208-606-5065.

PLAN YOUR GETAWAY! Small 
custom cottage nestled in pine 
grove in peaceful rural setting 
with mountain views. Southern 
Klamath County, Ore., 39 acres, 
open, gently rolling land. Off 
the grid, wired for generator. 
Power close by. New, stick frame 
construction. $194,900. Call  
541-783-3788.

PEACEFUL MOUNTAINTOP 
RETREAT near town (Kettle 
Falls, Wash.), yet completely 
private with large quality-built 
excellently-maintained home 
plus A-frame guest house, 
outbuildings, large fenced 
organic orchard and vegetable 
garden on 20 heavily treed acres 
with amazing views. $399,900. 
See 1723 Mountain Garden on 
westergardrealestate.com. Call 
Jeannie 509-675-4447.

Services
LOOKING FOR A PEACEFUL 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE? Why wait 
for heaven? We offer homes, 
duplexes and apartments in 
a peaceful, safe Adventist 
environment in the country. You 

will be able to develop lasting 
friendships. Call Bill Norman in 
Harrah, Okla., at 405-454-6538.

MOVING? RELAX! Your move 
with Apex Moving & Storage will 
be great! As the single point of 
accountability, we offer peace 
of mind for the relocating family 
or individual. Give us a call and 
take advantage of a volume-rated 
discount for Adventists. Call 
Marcy Danté at 800-766-1902 or 
visit us at apexmoving.com/
adventist.

EXPERIENCED ADVENTIST 
ATTORNEY serves greater Seattle 
area. Practice includes auto 
accident/other injury claims; 
wills, trusts, probate/other 
estate-planning; real estate; 
contracts/other business 
matters; and more. John Darrow: 
310 Third Ave. NE, Suite 116, 
Issaquah, WA 98027; 425-369-
2064; darrowlawfirm.com.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING 
SPECIALISTS Clawson Heating 
and Air Conditioning features 
quality service and installation. 
We are an Adventist company 
meeting all of your heating 
and cooling needs, including 
maintenance programs for your 
homes. 503-618-9646. License 
#: Oregon, 173219; Washington, 
CLAWSHA931BW.

PEACEFUL RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY in the greater 
Portland area. Come discover 
the not-for-profit difference. 
The Village Retirement Center 
offers independence in our 
newly remodeled cottage-style 
single-level apartments on 16 
beautifully landscaped acres in 
Gresham, Ore. Various one-
bedroom and two-bedroom 
styles offered. Transportation, 
food services and many other 

Alaska is a big move!  So call 
me, Cora Carleson, we will find 
you the right house 
in the right neigh-
borhood—without 

bears!   

 
Hey,  

Welcome to Alaska! 
Call Cora to find a new 

Den….and I’ll stay out of your 
fishin’ spot! 

          corasproperties@gmail.com 

with YOU in mind

Gayle Woodruff
Reverse Mortgage Specialist 

Certified Senior Advisor®

Lending in all 50 states
NMLS #69559

Call 888-415-6262 
gayle.woodruff@resolutefsb.com

Solutions
Reverse Mortgage 

Trustworthy Education
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North Pacific Union Conference Directory
5709 N. 20th St., Ridgefield, WA 98642

360-857-7000 • fax 360-857-7001 • npuc.org
Monday–Thursday 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Information Technology . . .   Loren Bordeaux 
	 Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Daniel Cates

Legal Counsel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              André Wang

Ministerial, Evangelism, Global Mission . . . .   
	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    César De León

	 Evangelist  . . . . . . . . . . .           Brian McMahon

	 Evangelist  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Jason Morgan

Native Ministries Northwest . . . . .     Steve Huey

Public Affairs, Religious Liberty . . . . . . . . . .           	
	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Greg Hamilton

Regional Affairs, Youth, Multicultural 
Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Byron Dulan

Trust  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Chuck Simpson	
	  Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Allee Currier

Women’s Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . .           Sue Patzer

Adventist Book Centers
800-765-6955 • adventistbookcenter.com 

NAMPA ABC
1350 N. Kings Rd., Nampa, ID 83687-3193
208-465-2532
	 M–Th …. 8:30 a.m.–5:45 p.m.

OREGON ABC
19700 Oatfield Rd., Gladstone, OR 97027
503-850-3300
	 M–Th …. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
	 F …. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
	 Sun …. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

UPPER COLUMBIA ABC
3715 S. Grove Rd., Spokane, WA 99224
509-838-3168
	 M–Th …. 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
	 Sun …. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

COLLEGE PLACE ABC
505 S. College Ave., College Place, WA 99324
509-529-0723
	 M–Th …. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
	 F …. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
	 Sun …. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

AUBURN ABC
5100 32nd St., Auburn, WA 98092-7024
253-833-6707
	 M– Th …. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
	 F …. 10 a.m.–2:30 p.m.
	 Sun …. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Local Conference 
Directory   

ALASKA CONFERENCE
6100 O’Malley Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99507-7200
907-346-1004 • alaskaconference.org
Kevin Miller, president; Melvin Santos, v.p. 
secretariat; James W. Jensen, v.p. finance

IDAHO CONFERENCE
7777 Fairview
Boise, ID 83704-8418
208-375-7524 • idahoadventist.org
David Prest Jr., president; John Rogers, v.p. finance

MONTANA CONFERENCE
175 Canyon View Rd.
Bozeman, MT 59715
406-587-3101 • montanaconference.org
Elden Ramirez, president;  Matthew Kirk, v.p. 
administration and finance

OREGON CONFERENCE
19800 Oatfield Rd.
Gladstone, OR 97027-2546
503-850-3500 • oregonconference.org
Dan Linrud, president; Dave Allen, v.p. administra-
tion; Brian Gosney, v.p. finance

UPPER COLUMBIA CONFERENCE
3715 S. Grove Rd.
Spokane, WA 99224
509-838-2761 • uccsda.org
___________, president; Doug R. Johnson, v.p. 
administration; David Freedman, v.p. finance

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
32229 Weyerhaeuser Way S.
Federal Way, WA 98001
253-681-6008 • washingtonconference.org
Doug Bing, president; Craig Carr, v.p. 
administration; Jerry S. Russell, v.p. finance

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY
204 S. College Ave.
College Place, WA 99324-1198
509-527-2656 • wallawalla.edu
John McVay, president; Volker R. Henning, v.p. 
for academic administration; Steven G. Rose, v.p. 
for financial administration; Doug Tilstra, v.p. for 
student life; Jodeene Wagner, v.p. for university 
relations and advancement 

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               John Freedman

Executive Secretary, Health Ministries  . . . . .      	
	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Bill McClendon

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Mark Remboldt	
	 Undertreasurer . . . . . . . . .         Robert Sundin

Communication . . . . . . . . . .          Steve Vistaunet

Creation Study Center  . . . . . . .       Stan Hudson

Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Dennis Plubell 
	 Elementary  . . . . . . . . . .           Patti Revolinski

     Secondary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Keith Waters

     Certification Registrar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               	
	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Deborah Hendrickson

     Early Childhood Coordinator . . . . . . . . .          	
	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Golda Pflugrad

Hispanic Ministries . . . . . . . .        César De León 
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amenities available. On-site 
Adventist church and many other 
activities. For those who want 
to have their own home without 
the work, call 503-665-3137 for a 
brochure, to arrange a tour or to 
check availability. Our website is 
at villageretirementcenter.org.

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER 
for 75 years we have taught 
people to live healthy, avoid 
disease and maintain youthful 
energy or helped healing 
diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, obesity, arthritis, 
fibromyalgia, lupus, chronic 
fatigue, cancer, depression, 
anxiety and many more. Invest in 
health, call 800-634-9355 or visit 
wildwoodhealth.com.

ADVENTIST BOOKS: Looking 
for NEW Adventist titles 
to encourage and grow 
your daily walk? Visit us at 
TEACHServices.com. For 
USED Adventist books visit 
LNFBooks.com. AUTHORS: If 
you’re interested in having your 
book published, call 800-367-1844 
for a free evaluation.

SINGLE? WIDOWED? DIVORCED? 
Meet compatible SDAs from 
USA, ages 18–98. Each provides 
birthday, marital status, race, 
occupation, interests, goals, 
year baptized and more! Safe, 
confidential, effective, fun! For 
information, application and 
current catalog, send $25 to 
SDA Pen Pals, PO Box 734, Blue 
Ridge, GA 30513.

ADVENTIST ATTORNEY serving 
greater Portland area. Practice 
focuses on estate planning and 
general business: wills, trusts, 
probate and trust administration, 
gifting, business formation. 
Stephanie Carter, Attorney at 
Law: 503-496-5500; stephanie@
draneaslaw.com.

STOP AND/OR REVERSE 
DIABETES, heart disease and 
other chronic conditions in the 
quiet serene beauty of the Black 
Hills of South Dakota. Call today 
at 605-255-4101 to get started and 
visit our website at bhlmc.org for 
further information!

THE CLERGY MOVE CENTER at 
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines 
is The Way To Move from one 
state to another! Through 
our national contract with the 
General Conference, we extend 
our industry-leading moving 
services to all Adventist families. 
Throughout our history of over 
110 years, our dedication to 
quality has never wavered. Let 
us show you today! Contact 
one of our dedicated Move 
Counselors today for a no-cost/
no-obligation estimate at 800-
248-8313. Or learn more about us 
at stevensworldwide.com/sda.

WEB DESIGN! Skyrocket 
your business profits with an 
exceptional modern website. Our 
Adventist agency specializes 
in making businesses look 
amazing online. View our 
before/after portfolio, visit 
discoverpeppermint.com. Call 
541-903-1180.

KLONDIKE MOUNTAIN HEALTH 
RETREAT, 3-day Health Seminars, 
and 10- and 17-day Health 
Retreats. Offering hydrotherapy, 
hyperbaric oxygen, cooking 
classes, nutrition, spiritual 
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encouragement and more at the 
Wellness Clinic to help patients 
recover from health problems. 
Comfortable, homelike 
environment in a beautiful 
mountain location, Republic, 
Wash. Scheduling and pricing at 
KMHR.org or call 509-775-2949.

PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS: Primary 
Card for continental USA or 
international. Under 3¢/per 
minute. No connection or other 
fees. Benefits: ASI Projects/
Christian Education. Call L J 
PLUS at 770-441-6022 or  
888-441-7688.

Vacations
MAKE BEAUTIFUL SUNRIVER, 
ORE., YOUR SUMMER VACATION 
DESTINATION! Stay in our Quelah 
condo and relax or enjoy the 

many activities available. Visit 
sunriverunlimited.com for more 
information or call 503-253-3936.

MAUI Fully equipped condo, 
unobstructed ocean and sunset 
view, sleeps seven. Tennis, pool, 
across street from surf and 
beautiful sandy beaches. Hawaii 
GE-TA tax # 073-408-1024-01. Call 
Ron at 425-232-5768.

COLLEGE PLACE LODGING 
Completely furnished new units 
available daily, weekly or monthly. 
Full kitchens. Sleeps four. Call 
509-301-1498 to reserve. View at 
cottagegardens.info.

SUN VALLEY, IDAHO Motel-style 
rooms available in a four-
season vacation destination. 
Each room sleeps four adults. 

Visit woodrivervalley22.
adventistchurchconnect.
org and click Guest Rooms 
or call 208-788-9448 for more 
information.

SUNRIVER, CENTRAL OREGON 
4-bedroom vacation home 
on the North Woodlands golf 
course. Two master king suites, 
two queens, one bunk set, hot 
tub, loft, Jacuzzi bath, gas log 
fireplace, BBQ, W/D, bikes, 
all “lodge amenities,” sleeps 
10, no smoking, no pets. For 
rates, photos and reservations: 
541-279-9553 or schultz@
crestviewcable.com.

ISRAEL TOUR WITH PASTOR JIM 
GILLEY, 3ABN’S PASTOR C.A. 
MURRAY AND FRIENDS Two 
trips this fall: Nov. 11–19, $3,095; 

Nov. 18–27, $3,395. Includes all 
tips, taxes, air and breakfast and 
dinner buffets daily. From New 
York, Chicago or Los Angeles, 
other departure cities available. 
Call Jennifer at 602-788-8864.

CHARMING CEDAR SHORES 
Just north of the border. Two-
bedroom, 4-season vacation 
home on beautiful Slocan Lake, 
B.C. Perfect for nature loving 
couples or family. Sleeps 2–4, 
caretaker on premises. For more 
information, call 509-638-2268.

OREGON COAST Lincoln City, 
2-bedroom (one queen, two twin 
beds), fireplace, kayaks, quiet, 
in warm belt. To view photos, 
Google “Lakeside Retreat Home 
Lincoln City, OR.” To reserve, call 
503-313-0236.

Make
When you transfer to WWU, you’ll have the opportunity to earn 
your undergraduate degree at a top Christian university.

• Stay close to home and earn your degree in the Pacific Northwest.

• Choose from more than 100 areas of study.

• Enjoy small classes and faculty who are invested in your success.

• Learn at a university known for hands-on research and top scores  

on major field tests.

• Join a culture of community and make lifelong friends.

Are you ready to build on your college courses 
and earn a bachelor’s degree?  

See for yourself.
Schedule a personalized visit to campus at wallawalla.edu/visit.  
Have questions? Call (800) 541-8900 or email info@wallawalla.edu.

move.
Transfer to Walla Walla University.

your
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Editor's Note: This perspective from 
Lincoln City, Ore., no doubt echoes the 
sentiments of Adventist teachers all across 
the Northwest. It is yet another reason 
why we honor and respect dedicated 
Adventist educators who understand their 
mission is the Great Commission.

F or the last two years I’ve 
had the privilege of teach-
ing Bible to a 90-percent 

non-Adventist student popu-
lation. Last year I discovered 
the children didn’t really know 
the story of Joseph, so we dove 
into Genesis and put the text-
books on the shelves. Watching 
their eyes light up with wonder 
and awe as we read about our 
patriarchs was my biggest joy. 
Bible class was full of ques-

tions. They were engaged, and 
one student literally sat on the 
edge of her seat as I read aloud. 
They couldn’t believe this was 
in the Bible; I couldn’t believe 
they didn’t know it was there.

This year we studied more 
stories and discussed how even 
these wonderful people (insert 
Abraham, Joseph, Adam, the 
Israelites, etc.) made mistakes, 
but God still loved them SO 
MUCH. We talked about the 
two kingdoms of this earth 
over and over — how there 
are only two: the kingdom 
of good, light and love and 
how God is that King; and 
the kingdom of evil, hate and 
envy, and how Satan is that 
king. We noted when Bible 
characters chose kingdom 
sides, and we related how we 
too daily choose our side.

When we got to Matthew 
and read the Christmas story, 
one of the children noted it 
didn’t sound right. We turned 
to Luke, and they agreed that 
sounded more traditional. I 
mentioned that the four gospels 
are all the story of Jesus, told 
from different perspectives. 
One attentive student raised 
her hand and sincerely in-
quired, “So which one do you 
believe?”

I was stunned. I explained 
how each person notices differ-
ent things more than another, 
just like they would write 
different things if I asked them 
all to write about their school 
year. They understood.

But the simplicity of the 
question continues to resonate 

in my mind. If our school 
wasn’t here in this communi-
ty, there wouldn’t be a single 
Christian school in the county. 
We wouldn’t be there to give 
them Bibles. Even though sev-
eral of these kids say they go to 
church at least once a month, 
they have no sense of the time-
line of the Bible or even the 
major stories (like Joseph).

Not only do I get to share 
exciting stories like the Red 
Sea parting, I get to tell them 
that Jesus is always in our boat 
(Matt. 8:23–27) even in the 
middle of the storms of life. 
I get to tell them about daily 
manna and water from a rock, 
and I get to show them that 
Jesus is who sustains us every 
day.

I know the harvest is rip-
ening at Lincoln City Adven-
tist School this spring. Pray for 
my students as Jesus works in 
their hearts. The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.

Karie MacPhee, Lincoln City 
Adventist School principal

As space allows, the Gleaner provides 
the You Said It section for Northwest 
Adventist members to share their 
personal testimonies or inspirational 
thoughts. The views expressed are 
those of the writer and may not fully 
reflect those of the North Pacific 
Union Conference or its leadership. 
We welcome submissions of 500–900 
words for You Said It.

‘SO WHICH ONE DO 
YOU BELIEVE?’
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everal years ago, I preached a 
sermon on grace at one of our 
colleges. After the message a 

concerned student approached me 
and said, “I really appreciated your 
talk on grace. But, if time would 
allow, you’d share more about the 
law, right?”

In essence, he was saying, “I 
mean, grace is important, but what 
about the law? Isn’t it just as im-
portant?” It was kind of a strange 
moment. The message I had 
shared, which simply noted God’s 
willingness to forgive sins from 
our past that haunt our present, 
in no way suggested that living a 
lawless life would lead to happi-
ness. Yet, a zealous young man felt 
that by preaching a message on 
grace I was at risk of automatically 
minimizing the law.

I have experienced this 
phenomenon in a variety of other 
contexts. If I preach that men 
shouldn’t excuse their lustful be-
havior based on women’s clothing 
choices, then I will likely hear, 
“But what about women? Should 
they just wear whatever they want, 

whenever they 
want, wherever they 
want?” It’s as if my 

challenge for men to acknowledge 
their own lust, an exhortation 
rooted in the teachings of Jesus 
(see Matt. 5:27–30) is somehow 
a license for women to parade 
indecently in any social setting 
they please. It isn’t. It also suggests 
a healthy number of women are 
naturally immodest by nature, 
just waiting for a chance to expose 
themselves. Granted, there are real 
pressures for women (and men) to 
objectify themselves, but my em-

phasis on one side the coin doesn’t 
nullify the opposite challenges.

If someone says something 
in defense of Black Lives Matter, 
the response comes, “But what 
about everybody else?” If someone 
expresses concerns about keeping 
their gun rights, “But what about 
stopping violence in schools?” 
If someone suggests teens have a 
voice that needs to speak truth to 
power, “But what about the adults 
pushing kids to speak on behalf of 
their agendas?”

Pick the scenario, and no mat-
ter what issue you comment on, 
no matter what side to which you 
say a word of support/criticism, 
someone else will ask, “What 
about … ?”

It isn’t a new problem. 
“Whataboutism” (as it is known) 
is historically rooted in Russian 
propaganda and is used to deflect 
criticism back on the one making 
the critique. If I express a point, it 
is countered with a “what  
about … ?” statement.

There is a form of this in the 
Bible when David goes out to 
check on his brothers and Eliab 
changes the subject:
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“David said to the men 
who stood by him, ‘What shall 
be done for the man who kills 
this Philistine and takes away 
the reproach from Israel? For 
who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?’ 
And the people answered him 
in the same way, ‘So shall it 
be done to the man who kills 
him.’ Now Eliab, his eldest 
brother, heard when he spoke 
to the men. And Eliab’s anger 
was kindled against David, and 
he said, ‘Why have you come 
down? And with whom have 
you left those few sheep in 
the wilderness? I know your 
presumption and the evil of 
your heart, for you have come 

down to see the battle.’ And 
David said, ‘What have I done 
now? Was it not but a word?’” 
(1 Sam. 17:26–29).

Not only is this form 
of response a distraction, it 
implies that if you did some-
thing wrong, or another group 
did something wrong, then 
it shouldn’t matter. It is the 
ethic of “two wrongs make a 
right.” And … in spite of the 
polarized culture all around us, 
that’s not right. Finally, it’s an-
noying to have a conversation 
about something you constant-
ly have to qualify out of fear 
the other person will assume 
you are ignoring or minimiz-
ing other important issues.

Imagine trying to talk 
about the law but incessantly 
balancing it out with 
grace statements to avoid 
whataboutism. The law is 
important, but so is grace. We 
should all strive to work our 
hardest at making good choices, 
but remember there is also grace 
too. Setting reasonable goals each 
day can help accomplish important 
tasks, but also remember grace can 

empower you as well. The law is 
important to God (but so is grace!) 
because it helps us live a life free 
from sin (but we still need grace!). 
You get the point. We would 
never finish a conversation.

We live in a culture with 
a “hermeneutic of skepti-
cism” — meaning we are 
suspicious of everything and 
everyone. To some degree this 
is healthy. We do need to be 
sure of what is true or false. 
But taken to extremes we 
create a world where everyone, 
by default, believes the worst 
about each other. Instead, 
we need a “hermeneutic of 
charity” (rooted in verses like 
Prov. 15:1 and Matt. 7:12) that 
patiently strives to believe the 
best about each other until we 
have evidence otherwise.

So put your “what  
about … ?” away and take 
time to listen to others. 
After they feel heard, then 
see if they are open to some 
questions — which will be far 
better questions once you’ve 
actually heard what the other 
person is saying.

Seth Pierce, Puyallup Church  
lead pastor

We need a 
“hermeneutic of 
charity” that patiently 
strives to believe the 
best about each other.

PERSPECTIVE

51 may 2018



F

	 AUTHOR	 Martin Weber

ALMOST KILLED ... 
AGAIN

orty-seven years ago, a car 
accident almost killed me. Last 
week that happened again. 

What lessons are there for survi-
vors of such close calls?

The summer of 1971, as a 
student missionary in Pennsylva-
nia, I was running late to a Bible 
study. While rounding a curve 
on a narrow rural road, my little 
Volkswagen encountered a big 
Buick. Swerving right, I avoided 
the Buick but struck a dirt bank 
diagonally. My VW flipped end 
over end back toward the road. 
The door opened, and the tum-
bling car spilled me out. Skidding 
on my back, I ended up with the 
car upside down beside me, an 
arm’s length away.

A nearby farmer watching 
from his front porch knew I must 
be dead. But by God’s grace I 
jumped up uninjured with only 
scrapes on my back. The farmer 
helped me flip the VW right-side 

up and push it 
into the weeds. 
Its roof had been 

bashed in so much that my head 
would have been crushed had I not 
evacuated the vehicle.

And that was the end of my 
car but not of my ministry. God 
had further plans.

Almost five decades later, 
last Thursday evening brought 
another near-death encounter. A 
hospice family wanted a chaplain. 
En route, driving away from a 

stoplight, I saw a large SUV roar 
up behind me. I moved to the bike 
lane on my right, but the driver 
followed me there. Terrified, I 
returned to the slow lane — and 
so did he. Within a second, 5,000 
pounds of steel and glass would 
strike at 70 mph. No way could I 
survive such size at that speed.

At the last micro-moment, 
the SUV veered left and clipped 
my back left fender and door, 
jostling my Camry but not rolling 
it over. Next the attacking vehicle 
struck a streetlamp with a velocity 
that launched the 20-foot pole 
half a city block. Finally, the SUV 
demolished a parked car and 
rolled over.

I exited my car and 
ran to where the drug-im-
paired driver lay writhing 
with a broken neck. Police 
arrived immediately and saved his 
passenger’s life with a tourniquet 
above her nearly severed hand. All 
I suffered was inflammation of the 
soft tissue of my back and jittery 
nerves. The next day, with a rental 
car, I visited my patients as usual.

An intriguing P.S. to this 
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alone knows that day and 
hour.

»» Live each day as if it were 
our last — a familiar admo-
nition, trite but true.

»» God continually protects 
us from dangers seen 
and unseen. His angels 
indeed have charge over 
us (Ps. 91:11) — a promise 
Darlene and I have claimed 
every day for years.

»» We must not condemn 
anyone, including the 
drug-addled parolee who 
almost killed me. Assuming 
his anticipated recovery, 
he may face further jail 
time — yet he is not the 
antichrist. His Facebook 
page even speaks of a 
yearning for God. I hope 

he and I can someday do 
prison ministry together 
(one reason why I’m not 
sharing further details 
about the accident).

»» Heaven is ours in Christ, 
so we need not fear death. 
“Where O death is thy 
sting! … Thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55, 57).

With all the horrific 
things that could happen in 
life, some might be tempted to 
live with a sense of impending 
doom. I choose otherwise. As 
Scripture reminds us, “God 
has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and 
of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 
As long as I am in possession 
of a sound mind, I plan to live 
with the daily assurance His 
banner over me is love and 
nothing will be able to separate 
me from His love. “For I am 
persuaded that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor princi-
palities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any oth-
er created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:38–39).

Martin Weber, retired from 
denominational service, is a hospice 
chaplain.

I plan to live with the 
daily assurance His 
banner over me is love.

story: The evening before the 
accident, I discussed with my 
wife, Darlene, on our neigh-
borhood walk what she should 
do if I died in a car accident. 
It was our most serious talk 
on that subject in 43 years of 
marriage. Next morning, I re-
marked to my daughter about 
the possibility of my having a 
deadly car accident. I had no 
clue I might die that very day.

Was Thursday, March 15, 
2018, “supposed” to be my day 
of death — but God thwarted 
that fate because He’s not quite 
done with my ministry to fam-
ily and patients (and readers of 
the Gleaner)?

Here are five takeaways 
that I have pondered in the 
aftermath:
»» We don’t know which day 
may be our last on Earth. 
There is “a time to be 
born, and a time to die” 
(Eccl. 3:2) — but God 
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	 AUTHOR	 Dick Duerksen

I’ve decided God is the world’s 
greatest procrastinator.

L ife is all about timing, 
showing up at the right 
moment, being there 

when you’re needed, not get-
ting things done too early or 
too late.

If you arrive early, people 
will begin to depend on you 
rather than discover creative 
solutions on their own.

If you show up too late, 

people will consider you unde-
pendable and turn to others for 
support.

So, you work on the tim-
ing with great care, planning 
carefully and making every last 
possible moment count — and 
then you’re called a procrasti-
nator. Others trust you but are 
nervous about your timing, 
certain that one of these times 
you’ll forget — and they will 
fail.

I’ve decided God is the 
world’s greatest procrastinator.

Follow God, and you’ll 
quickly be over your head. Pray 
for help, and He will come 
through — but only at the very 

last possible 
second be-
fore the dam 

bursts, the bank repossesses the 
house, the grasshoppers devour 
the field or the enemy breaks 
down your door.

Life would be so much 
easier if He came on my sched-

ule: sooner … earlier … like 
right NOW!

But He responds slowly, in 
His time, knowing we would 
never experience faith if He just 
responded on cue.

For example:
Alfredo worked with Leo 

and Jessie Halliwell on the 
Amazon as pilot, nurse and 
evangelist for one of their white 

Luzeiro boats.
One rainy eve-

ning, after preaching in 
an Amazon village, he 
invited folks to come for 
prayer if they had any 

health issues. A young widow 
rushed forward.

“My children are dying 
with a terrible disease and fiery 
fever,” she said.

Alfredo guessed that the 
children had typhoid fever, a 
disease that was rampant on the 
river and a disease for which 
he had run out of medicine. In 
fact, getting more of the med-
icine had become the theme of 
his prayers for many days.

Alfredo discovered both 
children were unconscious and 
burning with typhoid fever. 
He showed the mother how to 
apply hot and cold compresses 
to lower the fever and promised 
to return if he could get the 
medicine.

His walk back to the hotel 
was a constant prayer — prayer 
in a discouraged voice.

“Are you the man from 
the white boat?” The question 
came from a well-dressed man 
in the hotel lobby.

“Yes, I am Alfredo from 
the Luzeiro.”

“Come up to my room 
right now.”

Alfredo knew this was a 
favorite ruse of river thieves. 
If he went with this man, he 
might be robbed of all he had 
and possibly even killed.

Yet, deep in his heart 
he felt God whisper, “Go.” 
Upstairs, the stranger let him 
in and then relocked the room 
door.

“In my office last week,” 
the man began, “I felt a strong 
urge to go to our warehouse 
and prepare this package for a 
man in a white boat. I brought 
these for you. I have never done 
anything like this before. I 
hope the gift will be useful.”

The man, who identified 
himself as the regional manager 
for the Pfizer drug company, 
handed Alfredo a package 
stuffed with thousands of 
pills, the medicine for treating 
typhoid.

“I thanked him profusely,” 
said Alfredo, “and then prayed 
thanksgivings while running 
back to the woman’s house, 
where we were able to save 
both children.”

God’s procrastination (His 
divine timing) requires great 
planning by the angels from 
supply. It also helps to develop 
the creative relationship of faith 
God desires to enjoy with us.

Dick Duerksen, Oregon Confer-
ence storycatcher and storyteller

THE PROCRASTINATOR



42ND NPUC REGIONAL CONVOCATION
WHATCOM COMMUNITY COLLEGE    BELLINGHAM, WA  /  MAY 17-20, 2018

“I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT WITHIN YOU AND CAUSE YOU TO WALK IN MY STATUTES, . . . 

THEN YOU SHALL BE MY PEOPLE, AND I WILL BE YOUR GOD.”   
EZEKIEL 36: 27,28

ADULT

YOUNG ADULT

SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS

For more information on hotels and meals  
contact the NPUC Office of Regional Affairs at  

360 857 7033  

Elder Roger Bernard
PRESIDENT, CENTRAL 
STATES CONFERENCE 

Dr. Donnett M. Blake 
PASTOR, NEW DIMENSION 
SDA CHURCH

Pastor Taycana Nixon  
YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM
 

Special Youth Program 

A Wonderful Children’s Program 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES

Special Musical Guest 
AND DRAMA PRESENTATION

Updates soon coming to  NPUC.org & Facebook
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