


He who was sected on the throne said, “I am
making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Rev. 21:5
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Rl INTERSECTIONS

OF BUSINESS &
LOOKS TO THE g
FUTURE

An artist rendition of the planned
transformation of Bowers Hall.

To ensure we contin-
ue to develop excellent
business leaders, the
university will invest
$4 million to transform
Bowers Hall into a
modern, collaborative,
efficient and flexible
space for the School of
Business.

Plans call for the
addition of more than
3,000 square feet to the
existing building, as well
as classroom and office
reorganization. The
transformed facility will
include an innovation
classroom/laborato-
ry, technologies that
enhance digital learning,
efficient group study
spaces and multifunc-
tional meeting spaces.

“The strength of our

he Walla Walla University School of Business
is growing. Performomce metrics routinely
confirm the qudlity of the progrom, cnd
employers applaud the skills of our student
Interns and graduattes.

School of Business lies in
the strong relationships
our faculty build with
their students, relation-
ships that result in highly
effective student learn-
ing,” says Bob Cush-
man, vice president for
academic administration.
“For example, in 2015
our School of Business
graduating class scored in
the 96th percentile out of
68,594 examinees from
563 U.S. colleges and
universities. This project
will improve those
collaborative, mentoring
relationships and increase
learning opportunities
among students and
staff.”

As part of the transfor-
mation planning, a proj-
ect committee reviewed
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everything from class-
room capacity and future
business curriculum to
best practice teaching
methods for tomor-
row’s digital world. Jodi
‘Wagner, vice president of
university relations and
advancement, expects
that the transformation
will be completed during
the 2017-18 school year
and will help the univer-
sity attract more business
students.

“Bowers Hall has du-
rably served Walla Walla
University in so many
ways,” says Wagner.
“Now, generous donors
are ensuring that this
tradition continues by
transforming the space
for the future. Their gifts
are truly investments
in tomorrow’s business
leaders and in Walla
‘Walla University.”

Among the most
historic buildings on
campus, initial construc-
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tion on Bowers Hall was
completed in 1924 and
in 1955 named in honor
of George Bowers, the
college’s 13th president.
It has been home to
WWU science pro-
grams, the history and
philosophy department,
the archaeology labora-
tory, and the School of
Theology. The School
of Business moved into
Bowers Hall in 2009.

The Bowers Hall
project helps launch the
WWU “Life. Chang-
ing.” comprehensive
campaign, which, in
addition to the Bowers
transformation, includes
creating a Student Life
and Ministry Center and
growing the university’s
endowment.

You can join fellow
alumni in supporting the
“Life. Changing.” Bow-
ers Hall project. Visit
wallawalla.edu/give.



ec. 7, 1892, was a banner

day for 103 eager scholars

enrolled for the first day
of classes at the newly estab-
lished Walla Walla College.
Some of our current Northwest
members have family ties to
those first students who, along
with the staft and faculty,

pioneered the first Adventist
college in this corner of the
country. Thousands of our
members around the circle of
the globe are still connected to
the Adventist mission and mes-
sage due to this vital institution
so close to our hearts.

During 2017 Walla Walla
University will reach the 125-
year milestone in its heritage
of Adventist higher education.
Leaders who have guided this
legacy through the years are
still remembered: Prescott,
Sutherland, Kellogg, Smith,
Bowers, Christian, Reynolds,

Sorenson and
John Freedman

many others
equally

important. We will no doubt
spend valuable time this year
recounting treasured milestones
of the past. Our faith will be
strengthened as we recall the
anchor points of how God has

EDITORIAL B

led this institution through the
years.

But while our faith may
find foundation in the past, it
must actively find expression
in the present and be stretched
to grasp Providence for the
future. Our current presi-
dential couple, John and Pam
McVay, along with the entire
leadership team, faculty and
staft, have brought great energy
and vision to our university.

I cannot imagine any better
core themes than what they
have embraced: excellence in
thought, generosity in service,
beauty in expression and faith
in God. Not only our graduates
but each of us would gain from
a commitment to those great
principles.

How many more years
will we highlight those themes
until the Lord comes? I do not
know, but while we wait we
are called to actively share the
good news of salvation. I am
confident that our university
and its leaders are committed
to furthering that mission. As
chair of the university’s board
of trustees, I will be integrally
involved with that team as we
seek God’s guidance in future
plans. I ask for your prayers,
that these important steps will
not be shaped or limited by
mere human understanding.

The apostle Paul had it
right when he acknowledged
that God was able to do “ex-
ceeding abundantly above all
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that we ask or think, according
to the power that worketh in
us.” Those first four words are
superlatives, all attempting to
top the other — exceeding,
abundantly, above, all. But the
key is, as he points out, allow-
ing God’s incredible power to
work within us. Ellen White
reflects those thoughts in The
Desire of Ages. “There is no lim-
it to the usefulness of one who,
by putting self aside, makes
room for the working of the
Holy Spirit upon his heart, and
lives a life wholly consecrated
to God.”

‘Whether it’s in the reno-
vation plans for Bowers Hall
referred to in these pages or in
additional growth plans for the
future health of our beloved
Walla Walla University, let
these structures or buildings
always be in the service of
our own spiritual journey
with the Lord. We are all dry,
dead branches unless we daily
connect to the Vine. When
we make Him our priority,
only then will those great core
themes of excellence, generosi-
ty, beauty and faith truly come
to life. Only then will our
future be blessed.

John Freedman, North Pacific
Union Conference president

Respond to cny Gleaner topic by

emailing talk@glecnernow.com.
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Executive praise.

One day at WWU. | SEE PAGE
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF COMMUNITY AT WWU

“Walla Walla College stirred to life well before
dawn on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 1892," wrote Terrie
Dopp Aamodt in her book Bold Venture: A
History of Walla Walla College. The school
was primarily a residential campus then as it

is today. The Administration Building — the
only building on campus at the time — housed
classrooms, kitchen, dining hall and worship
facilities and was home to nearly all faculty

and students.

On that first day of classes in 1892, after a layer of snow
had accumulated on the ground overnight, work was still
underway to install the heating system in the building, the
only stove in the kitchen wasn’t working, and the sound of
hammers blended with preparations for classes. Yet, with
faith and true pioneer spirit, a small group of students,
administrators, faculty and staff gathered to sing “Praise God
From Whom All Blessings Flow.”*

The growth of a close-knit community was nearly inevita-
ble in those compact quarters situated on the isolated, open
grassland of the Walla Walla Valley. This month, as Walla
‘Walla University (WWU) begins a year-long celebration
marking the 125th anniversary since its founding, that same
sense of community is just one of God’s many outpoured
blessings we give thanks for and celebrate.

It was no doubt with hope and longing for the soon return
of Christ those vanguards built and worked and studied.
Now, 125 years later, we build on the foundation they laid
as we work and yearn for Jesus’ return in ways they couldn’t
have imagined. The following portrait of a day on the cam-
pus of WWU commemorates their legacy as we look to the
future with hope.

Kim Strobel, WWU university relations supervisor

gleaner
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* BOLD VENTURE: A HISTORY OF WALLA WALLA COLLEGE, TERRIE DOPP AAMODT, 1992.
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W'JM o a small group of students, faculty and

staff gather for morning worship in Heubach Chapel to sing
hymns and pray. Sam Brown, senior history major, selects “In
the Sweet By and By” — a hymn written in 1867 that could
have been sung in 1892 by the first students at what was
then Walla Walla College.

“It denotes to me that certain things just don't change
over time,” says Brown. ‘I chose this hymn because it’s one
everybody knows, and yet here it is this very old hymn.”
Brown says the value of hymns like this is “the sense of
community and continuity over time. As things change,
having something from the past to hold on to and center
around is valuable.”



A

revs
up for the day and more students
appear, sophomore bioengineer-
ing major Jonathan Muriu crosses
campus from programming class in
Kretschmar Hall to general biology
class in Rigby Hall.

“‘I'm interested in bioengineering
because I want to better our lives

as human beings,” says Muriu. “It’s
good to apply what we know within
engineering and also with living
organisms and then combine that for
our benefit as humans. I'm interested
in prosthetics.”

For now, Muriu and his classmates
are focused on the quiz they just
received from Jim Nestler, professor
of biology, about the central nervous

definitely wasn't on the list
of class offerings for the first students at WWU, but it is now
on the docket for even non-computer science majors seeking to
broaden their skill set, such as David Cabbat, freshman com-
munications major. Cabbat prepares to take a quiz at one of 34
new flip-top workstations, which allow the growing number of
computer science and engineering students to use either a built-
in computer screen or a flat desktop surface.
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n‘e % G‘F FW@’%VL Haw is quiet at 11:30

., but front desk worker and'sophomore
social work major Alecks Mallory says, ‘It’s
definitely not always quiet. It's quiet during
the day when there are classes; in the’ evemng
it gets much bu51er

2

l sophomor e commumcatlons

major, is on her way to the
library — tea cup in hand

Mallory is one of many students who work

and laptop tucked in her on campus — d long tradition at Walla Walla
backpack —to .work DNt University — at jobs ranging from teacher’s
paper for Media Writing assistants to custodians to social media

class. assistants. Part of her responsibilities include
“I like doing my work here keeping a door activity report of students who

in the library instead of in
my room, especially because
I get mega distracted in my
room. I also go to The Atlas
a lot, but that's also kind of
distracting. It's a lot easier
to focus here. Since every-
body else is doing work too,
they're not really trying to
bug you.”

arrive after the doors lock at midnight. ‘T like

= the social aspect of my job,” she says. ‘I get to
{-é interact with a lot of people, and that’s really
i enjoyable.”

t/’(&w Mﬂw t@ gal’atl m

senior Spams jor, who is putt:
finishing touches on a presentation for her
next class, Rhetoric of Western Thought.

“We each present a chapter from the
textbook,” she says. “It's my turn to present
Chapter 6. It's about neoclassicism and the
Belletristic movement and Hugh Blair.”

The class is meeting today in The Atlas, a
popular gathering space on campus run by
the Associated Students of Walla Walla
University (ASWWU) where students can
purchase hot drinks and study individually or
in small groups.

Ojeda is working on a major in Spanish,
aminor in art and an endorsement in
secondary education. One day she would like
to teach Spanish and art and, who knows,
maybe Rhetoric of Western Thought.
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.:- ’ door to the caf, the university
il * is hosting a luncheon to honor
\ WWU alumni veterans.

I Cantori, the select university
¥ ' choir, warms up outside and

then files into the room where
they perform three numbers.
There is no rest for a few
members of the choir who, after
the performance, sprint across
campus to their next class.

Tt‘e C@F&“’h i@z Ph‘,’kd ht Wt‘tﬂ’%e, but no one seems to 1;1d

the lines that weave past each other heading to the stir fry station,

-7 the sandwich bar, the pizza deck or the main line, which offers tacos
»2..  today.
gy
v &« Sabrina Mapes, freshman psychology major, checks her phone and
SO

chats with friends while she waits in the sandwich line. She says
sheusually eats sushi, sandwiches or salad for lunch and opts for
pasta or something from the main line for dinner.

“It’s nice to come here to the caf,” she says. “You get that cafeteria ;
anxiety at first when you're trying to find a seat, but once you find

new friends it’s really nice to sit down to talk—just to have time to
interact with people and hear about their day. It's nice downtime.”

gleaner ‘ 11 ‘ jonuary 2017
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Fodtuclely vt [ it
menbers sprinting to class, campus

chaplains Paddy McCoy, Tommy
Poole and Katie Palumbo are on
front campus handing out “oranges,
bananas, cookies and love.”

“Once a week we go to different lo-
cations on campus for an hour or two
and hand out some goodies and just
check in with students,” says Poole.

7|

Terd vy gl
the veed ts hefyo dlher
W’P&: Expr I W) &
Cngﬁw,’/says Sara Bumgard-

ner, junior sociology major. ‘I
think God calls us to help the
poor and the needy. I want to
be able to spend my life doing
that.”

For the team of chaplains, whose
office is located out of the normal
traffic patterns for students, this
“mobile chaplain” outreach helps
keep them connected.

This afternoon, Bumgardner
is in International Trade

and Finance class. “I'm also a
business minor,” she explains.
“I thought this class might be
interesting and relevant to my

' ' ' ' . . -
Fw W WWPC, W“Wg eygwww? Wi’y alittle physical activity goals because finance issues
during racquetball class in the middle of the day is the perfect way to “take your mind come up in politics all the
off the stresses of the rest of the day.” time, and politics are closely

His playing partner for the day, Connor Hubin, freshman engineering major, says that related to social justice issues
exercise definitely helps him think better and focus more. “It's a good break from the as well.”
books,” he says.

Both Rippe and Hubin play on an intramural flagball team in the evenings and enjoy
making time regularly to play basketball and work out in the fitness center at the
Winter Educational Complex and in the Fitness Factory in Sittner Hall.

gleaner ‘ 12 ‘ january 2017
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’ (0 Bp—lights are low, -

voices are hushed. Serious

; work is underway.
Sarah Pierce, senior double
major in industrial design
and art, is working on a
still life lab project that in-
x volves painting something
transparent, something .

colorful, and something
reflective.

Pierce has worked on this
lab project for three days.
“The first day we set up our
still lifes and did a basic
outline drawing. The next
day we did the underpaint-
ing. And then today, we're
trying to make it more and
w more detailed.”

-

e

-~ Ehee?
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The Collegian staff of 33 gears up for

evening of work on the weekly student
newspaper. Matthew Moran, senior double
major in bioengineering and music, started as
a graphic designer for the paper before taking
on the role of editor this year.

“I really believe in the mission of this school
" and the mission of the church,” he says. ‘1
do/n' t want The Collegian to be something
that would hinder that. I want to facilitate
growth, not only academically, but also
spiritually.”

“‘[Working on The Collegian] seemed like

a good experience for me,” he says. ‘I was
curious to see what kind of leadership skills I
have, how I am able to manage and work with
people, and how I can make things happen.
I'm really blessed to be at an institution like
this, which fosters a high academic standard,
but which also fosters community with
different kinds of people.”

To watch a video compilation of “One Day
at WallaWalla University,” visit

WALLAWALLA.EDU/ONE-DAY j ,

gleaner ‘ 13 ‘ january 2017
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EVANGELISMO DISTRITAL
EN EL VALLE DE WALLA WALLA

urante la semana

del 17 al 24 de

septiembre del
corriente las iglesias hispanas
del Valle de Walla Walla
tuvieron una campana de
evangelismo distrital. Nuestro
orador invitado fue Cecilio
Clayton, evangelista de Costa
Rica. El tema de la semana
fue “Por Qué Jestis No Ha
Vuelto Todavia?” Tuvimos
una semana de evangelismo
bendecida, con asistencia
completa cada noche. Al final
de la campafia tuvimos 12
bautismos y se formé un grupo
de interesados que contintian
su preparacion para el bautismo
en un futuro cercano.

Cada noche hubo una
asistencia de mas de 100
personas que vinieron a la
Iglesia Hispana de Milton-

Freewater, Ore., donde se llevd
a cabo la campania. Las iglesias
hispanas de College Place y
‘Walla Walla, Wash., hicieron
un buen trabajo apoyando esta
semana de evangelismo con
su presencia y trayendo visitas.
Cada noche el evangelista
Clayton hizo un llamado al
altar, y pudimos ver decenas
de personas pasar al frente
respondiendo al llamado del
Sefior.

Es de destacar que en los
meses previos a esta semana
de evangelismo nuestras
iglesias hispanas de College
Place y Milton-Freewater
realizaron ferias de salud para
la comunidad. La idea de
estos programas de salud fue
ayudar a que la comunidad
nos conozca mejor y hacer
contactos para futuros eventos.

Una noche de evangelismo con muchos presents y frutos para
Jesus.

14

El Pastor Clayton habl6 cada noche con estusiasmo y conviccidn.

Los miembros del distrito
estuvieron entusiasmados
antes y durante la campana,
de ver el poder de Dios y su
Palabra. El evangelista desafio
cada noche no solamente a
las visitas sino también a los
miembros de iglesia a estudiar
mas la Biblia por su relevancia
para la gente hoy dia a la
luz de los eventos que estin
sucediendo alrededor nuestro.
Culminamos el programa de la
semana con un potluck distrital ¥
con todas las iglesias unidas en
la Escuela Adventista Milton-
Stateline. Esta semana fue una
demostracion excelente de
lo que el Sefior puede hacer
cuando trabajamos juntos para
EL

Pedro M. Canales, pastor distrital
de las iglesias hispanas del Valle de
Walla Walla

La asistencia completa cada
noche.

january 2017
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More online at
glnrin/112-01-ak_diabetes

COMES

TO WASILLA

es Youngberg, a

practicing clinical
nutritionist and lifestyle med-
icine specialist in Temecula,
Calif., came to the Wasilla
Church Oct. 7-8, 2016, to
kick off'a Diabetes Undone
seminar. This was the first time
a seminar such as this was done
in Alaska.

The Wasilla Church was
packed that Sabbath with an
overflow crowd that came to
hear Youngberg’s lectures on
this preventable and reversible
disease that has plagued so
many people. The main title
for his lectures was “Goodbye
Diabetes, Heart Disease and

(From left) Jeff and Bonnie
Burnette, Wes Youngberg, and
Sharlene and Todd Ervin

Alzheimer’s: Preventing and
Reversing Disease the Natural
Way.”

The lectures were a
segue into an eight-session
interactive workshop,
presented by trained volunteers
from the church, that lasted for
two weeks. Fifty-one people
signed up, with 35 percent
coming from the community.

After the eight-day workshop
concluded, which began
immediately after Youngberg
kicked off his two-day
seminar, a Diabetes Undone
support group started and met
weekly at the church.

Ken Tyler, one of the
attendees, who had been
diagnosed with diabetes
two weeks before the
seminar started and had been
prediabetic for several years,
was one of the workshop
attendees. He has gone
from being diabetic back to
prediabetic and now below
prediabetic during the two-
week seminar — and has lost
nearly 10 pounds. Both he and
his wife, Wanda, are really
enjoying the weekly support
group.

Through health
evangelism the Wasilla Church
is making inroads into the
community, reaching people
and preparing people for
Christ’s soon return. Plans are
underway for another Diabetes
Undone workshop during
2017.

Todd Ervin, Wasilla Church
pastor

] i |
i i '

Ken and Wanda Tyler attend the
seminar.

he Juneau Church

family supports their
community by volunteering
at the Glory Hole, a local
soup kitchen/homeless shelter.
Every fourth Sunday of the
month, volunteers participate
by helping to prepare and serve
the dinner meal.

Since the ministry began
in 2009, the church family has
donated and prepared all the
food on the Sundays when
they serve. Members interact
and pray with residents as
well as sing with them before
serving the meal.

In addition, church
members work three plots in

ALAS

NEWS /I

MEMBERS FEED
JUNEAU THE BREAD
OF LIFE

want to pass on His blessings of

hope to those around them.

A service of the Juneau
Cooperative Christian
Ministry, the Glory Hole is
designed to help those in need
and provides a wide spectrum
of services. Its purpose

Thanksgiving dinner ata local

‘s homeless shelter.

Children from the Juneau
Church harvest food from the
community garden for a local
homeless shelter.

the local community garden,
where this year they grew
garlic, carrots and potatoes.
Children from the church
harvested the bounty, a portion
of which was donated to the

| Glory Hole. The goal is not
only to serve food, but to pass
on the message of the Bread of
Life — Jesus — who came to
save the lost. Church members

gleaner ‘ 15 ‘ january 2017

statement says, “In response

1 to God’s commandment

to love our neighbors as
ourselves, the mission of the
Glory Hole is to provide food,
shelter and compassion to
achieve physical and spiritual
well-being for those most in
need.” In addition to meals
and emergency shelter, they
offer transportation assistance,
clothing, social service
referrals, housing assistance,
mental health services and
counseling, as well as other
services.

Liza Lowry, Juneau Church
member

Juneau Church members serve
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SAVETHE DATE!

Coming to a church near
you in 2017: Transformed for
Ministry training Sabbaths.
This 1s part of our
ongoing commit-
ment to provide
training for local
church members to
equip you in your
avenue of church
ministry.

DATES AND
LOCATIONS:

Sept. 30, at the Pocatello
Church;

Oct. 14, at the La Grande
(Ore.) Church;

Nov. 18, at the Meridian
Church.

Spanish language tracks
will be offered on the Sept. 30
and Nov. 18 dates.

TRANSITIONS

Since the beginning of
2016, several new faces have
joined the Idaho Conference
family as employees
and others have left.

Jim Bollin
came from the
Oregon Conference
to serve as the pastor
of the Kuna Church.
Randy
Maxwell, previous
pastor, moved to the
Washington Confer-
ence as pastor of the
Renton Church.

Tomm Lemon
IT moved from the
Payette/Cambridge/ Weiser
district to pastor the Oasis/
Mountain Home district, fill-
ing the vacancy created by the
retirement of George Sova.

Gerald Margil, pastor of

the Southeastern Ida-
ho Hispanic district,
transitioned from
part-time to full-time
employment.
Anthony
Thomsen returned
from a leave of ab-
sence to continue his ministry
as pastor of The Experience
Adventist Church and chaplain
of Barefoot Media Ministry.

Dwayne Kluchesky

retired as pastor of the Twin

Falls/Buhl/Olive Tree Minis-
try Center district.

Bob Atteberry retired
as pastor of the Eagle/Garden
Valley district.

Dean Lifshay moved
from the Idaho Falls/Pocatel-
lo/Teton Valley Company dis-
trict to serve as a pastor in the
Upper Columbia Conference.

Marvin Humbert began
his ministry to the
Idaho Falls/Pocatel-
lo/Teton Valley
Company district.

Jim Berglund
moved from the
Caldwell Church to
the Texas Confer-
ence as pastor of the Killeen
Church.

Bob Stauffer, retired
pastor, is now the bivocational
pastor for the Salmon Church.

Steve McCandless is
now the bivocational pastor
for the Wood River Valley
Church in Hailey, Idaho.

Rochelle Christensen
became the head
teacher at Baker
Adventist Christian
School, replacing
Megan Morton, who
moved to the Ore-
gon Conference.

Jessyca Crew
became the head teacher at
Salmon Adventist School,

gleaner ‘ 16 ‘ january 2017

replacing April Copley, who
moved to the Florida Confer-
ence.

Simon Chung became
the teacher of grades six
through eight at Boise Valley
Adventist School, replacing
Dan Tyler, who moved to pur-
sue other opportunities.

Wendy Williams joined
the conference as the half-time
administrative assistant to
David Prest Jr.




LOCAL SCHOOL,
HONORS VET.

ERANS

More photos online at
glnrin/112-01-id_veterans

aldwell Adventist
Elementary School
(CAES) honored 23
local veterans with
a special program on Veterans
Day, Nov. 11, 2016. The veter-
ans represented all five branch-
es of military service and
included both past and current
service men and woman.

Two hundred people from
the local community attended
the program. Each of the 23
veterans attending were
recognized individually during
the program and given the
opportunity to state their rank,
area of service and something
about themselves.

Idaho American Legion
State Vice Commander
Sterling Mathis spoke for the
service. Mathis

said he was impressed with
the students and the moving
ceremony they put together.
The student-led ceremony
included patriotic choir pieces,
a band number, a skit called
The 11th Hour, a video titled
H Is for Honor, two poems and
historical facts about Veterans
Day. Each grade participated
in the program — even the
preschoolers, reports CAES
principal Miranda Starr.

“It was very emotional,”
says Tina Williams, a first lieu-
tenant in the Idaho National
Guard. “T am so thankful to
CAES for the beautiful pro-
gram they put together.”

“We have so many vet-
erans in both our church and
local community,
and we wanted

to show them our appreciation
for their great sacrifice for our
country,” says Starr. “We also
wanted our students to learn
about gratitude and honor. It
touched us to see how much
the program meant to the
veterans who attended.”

American Legion Vice
Commander Sterling Mathis
spoke for the event.

RN - |

The fifth- and sixth-grade boys
perform The 11th Hour skit,
(from left, front row) Wesley
Kluchesky, Jesse Mauricio,
Jeremy Waterhouse, Benjamin
Starf, (from left, second row)
Nathan Congleton, Everett
Stone and Dennis Grade.

A complimentary lunch
was served at the end to all of
the veterans and grandparents
in attendance.

CAES is a preschool-
through eighth-grade Chris-
tian private school located in
Caldwell.

Nicole Batten, Caldwell
Adventist Elementary School
business manager
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STUDENTS GET
INVOLVED
IN KALISPELL

alley Adventist Chris-

tian School has ad-
opted 2 miles of highway just
south of Kalispell. This project
has been a mission activity of
the students for several years.
Each year brings various levels
of enthusiasm, but this fall the
school’s six students really did a
great job.

The transportation de-
partment supplies safety vests,
trash bags and two safety signs
each time the students pick
up litter. The department also
picks up the full trash bags stu-
dents leave along the highway.
“Kalispell Adventist School” is
posted on the Adopt-A-High-
way sign at each end of the 2
miles of highway. It tells people
how the school is involved in
the community.

Usually the crew has a
couple of adult volunteers to
help with transportation and
supervision. Pastor Casey
Higgins, Valerie Middleton

and Trixie Neugebauer have
all been a big help by sharing
these responsibilities. This fall,
students went out three times,
and the Kalispell and Colum-
bia Falls churches worked one
Sunday morning as well. At
least 37 bags were gathered all
together in the 2-mile stretch
of highway.

As students work in this
mission activity, they are often
able to help in another type of
mission work. God blessed His
work this fall with a $100 bill
and then a $5 bill, which were
found in the grass along the
highway. When any money is
found, the school team always
adds it to Adventist Devel-
opment and Relief Agency
(ADRA) projects at school to
help God’s children around the

world.

Ben Pflugrad, Valley Adventist
Christian School teacher

BEN PFLUGRAD

ast summer, the Mis-

soula Church primary
Sabbath School teacher, Earl
[Redacted], asked his class a
question: “Who do we know
that we could share Jesus
with?”

The kids came up with
three groups of people: their
friends, the homeless and the
people holding signs at the
street corners.

The first thing the class did
was create care bags that could
be given to anyone they met
who was in need. During
Sabbath School craft time, the
{ class created cards featuring
a Bible verse on one side and
artwork on the other. The care
| bags were packed with a card,

1 bottle of water, soft breakfast
bar, GLOW (Giving Light to
Our World) tract, and a map of
town with a list of locations
that provide services like free
meals, hot showers and a place
to sleep for the night.
Class members pray for
opportunities to share the

18

january 2017

bags when they are out in the
community. The kids have also
shared bags with other mem-
bers of the congregation so
they could join in the blessing
of giving.

In October, the primary
class went door to door in the
community to solicit items for
donation to the local homeless
shelter. Fliers were left at more
than 300 homes ahead of the
event. When the class went
back to collect the donations,
the generosity of the commu-
nity filled two large bins to
overflowing.

Primary and kindergarten
Sabbath School class members
were able to personally par-
ticipate in bringing the items
to the shelter. Best of all, class
members experienced the truth
of Jesus’ words: “It is more
blessed to give than to receive”
(Acts 20:35).

Christina [Redacted], Missoula
Church member
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More photos online at

he 26th annual River-
side Christian School
Apple Festival was held
in Washougal, Wash., on
Oct. 9. Church members and
school families volunteered for
weeks to prepare for the largest
school fundraiser of the year
These volunteers spent
two Sundays in October
making pies and dumplings.

area. It will also cover and
enrich a new science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math
(STEM) program at the
school. Part of the project-
learning program will allow
students to use their technical
skills to build a play area
| outside.

The Apple Festival has
been a fixture in the commu-
nity for 26 years. More than
1,000 people came to partici-
pate in the fall fun. Fun
activities for kids included a
petting zoo, a jumpy slide,
games, face painting and
balloon art. The cake walk,
apple slingshot and pie-eating
contests were also thoroughly
enjoyed.

Tendo and Tapo Tsukirai enjoy
quality time atthe Apple Festival.

§ and activities and 10 percent of
vendor sales directly benefit the
classrooms and the students.
This year’s funds will go
towards helping pay for a
remodel of the school’s front
entrance, adding a reception

The junior pie-eating
contestants go for gold.

They baked and froze the 311 * i
pies and more than 1,300 1
dumplings that were available
for pick-up before and after the
festival. On the day of the
event, they served 160
dumplings and 20 pies for

guests to enjoy hot out of the

r
\ "B
p—

i

3

oven. All pies and dumplings . 1 :l A . N
sold out. : o id ‘ e e |1 -

The event is the biggest J :I A%/ & e 1 -'l.___
fundraiser and outreach 1 J": ;" \ o o) g | —
opportunity of the year for ] | i/ 5. g -

Riverside Christian School.
All of the sales from the booths

Avery Natiuk, Brooklyn Scott and Rayna Kutch sport a festival
favorite: face painting.
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RETURNS TO RIVERSIDE

Audrey and Kristina Richards
pick out a pumpkin donut from
the delicious treat booth run by
Kim Bennett.

As part of the community
service outreach program,
students visited local businesses
and handed out posters
advertising for the upcoming
festival. They followed up by
distributing pies and dump-
lings to thank the sponsors.

“This event gives our
school and church campus a
chance to reach our communi-
ty in a way that we normally
wouldn’t do. The families that
visit the event come on our
campus each year and get to
observe us being a ‘family
community.” The students
benefit tremendously from the
involvement as well as the
funds raised,” says Heidi
Kruger, Riverside Christian

School principal.

The school’s other large
event is the spring school
auction in April.

To learn more about
Riverside Christian School,
visit riversidesch.com.

Julie Natiuk, Riverside Christian
School home and school leader
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GRANTS PASS

REACH.

Eo OUT
FIRST FRI

DAY

t was Friday night, Nov.

4 — opening night for

the movie Hacksaw Ridge.
Reports and Facebook posts
revealed this film could be a
tool to bring the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to the fore-
front of people’s minds. While
some had first heard about the
church through the political
candidacy of Ben Carson, this
movie was destined to bring
additional questions about
what Adventists believe.

Some of the juniors/
earliteens and the youth of the
Grants Pass Church decided
to capitalize on this unique
opportunity to distribute
the book Hero of Hacksaw
Ridge, the condensed story of
Desmond Doss. The books
were purchased from Better
Life Broadcasting Network
(BLBN), which had the
foresight to make fliers to stuft
in the books. Inside were a
bookmark with all the BLBN
channels, a map of all the local
Adventist churches and an at-
tractive invitation to watch the
Desmond Doss documentary
on Better Life TV.

Knowing there would be
many others passing the book
out at the theater, a few young
people went to downtown
Grants Pass during First Friday,
when all the stores are open

at night. Accompanied by an
adult, they went out two by
two up and down both sides of
Sixth and G streets. Some went
into the stores. In 30 short
minutes, the five kids and two
adults handed out 98 books.

Some interesting contacts
were made when talking to the
people on the street — some
homeless, some out for a good
time. Kayla Herndon felt
blessed when she gave her foot
warmers to a homeless man.
Most of the people were glad
to get a free book.

The team was excited to
know they were witnessing
to their community and some
may be in heaven as a result.
Talk about an endorphin
rush — working for God has
to be the ultimate experience.

Gloria Wilson, Grants Pass
Church member

Youth from the Grants Pass
Church distribute Hero of
Hacksaw Ridge, the condensed
story of Desmond Doss, in
downtown Grants Pass.

Learn more at:
www.biglake.org

Contact Us
P: (503) 850-3562
E: office@biglake.org

‘Planning a winter
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leven Columbia
Adventist Academy
(CAA) students from
Battle Ground, Wash.,
gave up a week of their own
classes and activities to present
week of prayer at Tri-City Ad-
ventist School in Pasco, Wash.
The theme? “Do Something,”
which CAA students certainly
did as they lived the message
they shared in being active in
their Christianity.

The eleven students were
all part of the Life With Christ
class, a Bible elective taught

h

[

A8

Sydney Dozark and Gaby Irias
help at the food bank.

by chaplain Aaron Payne that
helps provide students with the
opportunity to be involved in
ministry. Students in the class
broke into groups of two or
three to take on different grade
levels of Tri-City’s kinder-
garten through 10th-graders
and give talks throughout the

week. For most of the CAA
students, this experience with
public speaking was new and
nerve-wracking.

Junior Kenny Garcia was
nervous going into his talk but
says, “Once I started talking
it was amazing. I completely
forgot about all my nervous
feelings, and I was just focused
on talking. These kids were
so accepting.” Many of the
students expressed similar
feelings.

CAA students did more
than just talk; they had oppor-
tunities to be involved with the
Tri-City students in other ways
as well. They played with the
kids during recess and PE and
helped out in the classrooms,
getting a chance to brush up
on their own elementary math
skills or help kindergartners
with geography. One group
of CAA students even joined
the fifth- and sixth-graders in
another ministry: volunteering

at the food bank.

Students also enjoyed
some downtime with each
other, taking time out to play
hide-and-seek tag, go to the
river and go out for ice cream.
They also got to enjoy dinner
at Round Table Pizza, thanks
to a grateful Tri-City family.
The group appreciated time
to form new friendships and
strengthen old ones.

The Life With Christ class
experienced the joy of active
Christianity and the ways it
strengthens their relationship
with God. Junior Mariah Fer-
nando observes, when you say
yes to God, “You're not only
bringing others closer to God
but you, yourself, get closer to
Him.”

Kenny Garcia agrees, say-
ing, “It is a humbling experi-
ence that I feel drew me closer
to God.”

Freshman Madi Carlton
encourages everyone to take

Alana Sheideman and Baylie
Ermshar help in the classroom.

up active ministry: “Jesus is
calling all of us. He may not
be calling you to go speak to a
bunch of kids for a week, but
He is most likely asking you to
do something in your skill set
but still out of your comfort
zone. You just have to say yes.”

The Life With Christ class
members certainly left their
comfort zones in order to ex-
perience the blessing of “doing
something.”

Stacy Knight, Columbia Adventist
Academy Gleaner correspondent

The whole CAA group leads
song service at Tri-City
Adventist School.
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ortland Adventist
Academy teacher
Frank Jin has a pas-
sion for science and
a heart for mission.

Jin wants to see his stu-
dents’ education being put to

practical and meaningful use.
So he challenged his freshman
Physical Science students to
study and create solutions for
the millions of people in our
world without easy access to
clean water.

Jin’s approach to teaching
is part of PAA’s efforts to

Freshman Physical Science
students Eli Haynal and
Rachelle Sloop demonstrate
that their Wheel-Barrel
prototype can pack its parts
into the barrel, making it more
efficient for shipping. Their
teacher, Frank Jin, said their
project and presentation was
quite impressive.

Physical Science students
(from left) Rachelle Sloop,

D.d. Mugisha, Eli Haynal and
Hawk Jin created a prototype
for a water-moving product

that would make a significant
difference in the lives of millions
of people for little cost.

further incorporate project-
based learning (PBL) and
mission-focused learning
(MFL) throughout its academ-
ic program.

“PBL is exciting because
students get to see the real-life
importance of what they’re
learning,” says Mechelle
Peinado, PAA’s vice principal
of academics. “We see them
owning their education and
bringing critical thinking to a
deeper level. They are
creatively approaching
real-world challenges and
working together to come up
with meaningful solutions.

And that’s exciting.”

You can see this excite-
ment in the faces of four stu-
dents who worked on a device
they named the Wheel-Barrel.

| Not only did they drastically

improve on the cost of similar
water-rolling products, their
prototype was also lightweight
and easy to assemble and ship.
The Wheel-Barrel also acts as
its own container for all the
moving parts.

The project was mean-
ingful. “A device like ours
would be useless if it didn’t
help to alleviate the water cri-
sis in some way,” the students
shared in a presentation. “We
designed the Wheel-Barrel to
help mitigate spinal damage
on women and children and to
increase children’s education
time. This product can bring
relief and better life to those
people who have to perform a
painful and necessary task.”

Through projects such
as these, MFL and PBL are
experienced even if practical
application is never guar-
anteed. Even so, Jin and his
students want to see their hard
work make a difference as they
intended. The group who de-
signed the Wheel-Barrel said
even a small church could eas-
ily raise the money for several
barrels and assemble them in
an afternoon. They are sharing
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these projects with pastors,
teachers and church members
who could be planning future
mission trips to countries with
water-access issues.

“Mission trip leaders or
anyone interested in these
solutions should contact me
through PAA,” says Jin. “Ulti-
mately, it would be our dream
to see these projects used in
mission fields.” To learn more,
visit glnr.in/112-01-or_paa.

Liesl Vistaunet, PAA Gleaner
correspondent

Eli Haynal and Rachelle Sloop
demonstrate how their Wheel-
Barrel can be assembled in less
than a minute.
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1ana Quiroz, a
sophomore at
Milo Adventist
Academy in
Days Creek, was raised in an
Adventist Christian home in
southern California. She knew
her Bible well and went to
church at least twice a week
with her family. But in public
school last year, Quiroz fought
a constant battle in her mind.

“I began to doubt every-
thing about my beliefs,” she
says. “I felt like God was far
away, and I struggled to feel
close to God. Someone asked
me, “Why do you believe in
God?’ I didn’t have a definite
answer, and that frustrated
me.”

Quiroz had the oppor-
tunity to attend Milo her
freshman year, but her parents
felt she was too young to be
so far from home. She was
disappointed but got involved
in many clubs and activities at
her local public school.

She thought she had lost
the chance to study at Milo but
“God had other plans,” Quiroz
explains. “I prayed about it,
and I suddenly had this burn-
ing desire again to go to an
Adventist school. I know God
put those desires in my heart.”

Minutes later, Quiroz
received an email from Milo
asking if she would be interest-

ed in attending in the fall. Her
acceptance and financial plan
would still be valid. But sadly,
her dad still didn’t want her to
go away to school.

Quiroz’s youth pastor had
invited her to preach at their
church. The sermon brought
tears to her father’s eyes, and
they had a long, heartfelt talk
that evening. He told her she
reminded him of himself when
he was young and of the fire he
had felt burning within him to
work for God. He agreed his
daughter could study at Milo.

Since coming to Milo,
Quiroz says, “I have seen God
work in ways that I have never
seen before, and I have felt His
joy and peace in my life so
strongly. I have deeper friend-
ships with the people here and
with God. Milo is a little piece
of heaven to me, and my heart
overflows with joy and grati-
tude for the opportunity to be
here. The green trees and hills
surrounded by beautiful nature
show me who our heavenly
Father is. I love the kindness of
the people here who make me
feel right at home. I love being
able to use my talents for Him
and having the opportunity
to connect spiritually with oth-
ers. He is helping me become
firmer in my faith and has
eliminated all doubts from my
mind so that I can truly live

my life for Him and do what
God has planned for my life in
the future.”

For more information
about Milo Adventist Acade-
my, contact kathy.hernandez@
miloacademy.org.

Kathy Hernandez, Milo Adventist
Academy teacher and recruiter
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Read more online at
glnrin/112-01-or_milo

Diana Quiroz



gleaner

Thousands
dlready know.

Why not you?

Latest G/eaner enewsletter free
to your email inbox each week.

Stay in touch with breaking news, intriguing video links and
updated calendar events with GleanerWeekly, our award-winning
news summary, sent once a week or as breaking news happens.

»

SIGN UP NOW AT



UCA STUD
LEARN BY

TS
Gl

UPPER GOLUMBIA

IINews R

FOUNDATIONONE

NG ELECTS NEW

POTATO

red Riftel’s Upper Co-

lumbia Academy Bible
class went to the field by the
school to dig potatoes on Oct.
4, 2016. It was a cold morn-
ing. But in spite of cold hands
and dirty fingers, the different
classes worked hard at digging
out the sometimes stubborn
potatoes.

The potatoes came in all
different sizes, with the ma-
jority of them being small and
sometimes insignificant. As
the students worked on pulling
them out, probably more than
one person thought, “Why
are we digging out the small
potatoes?” Riffel reminded
everyone the small potatoes
could feed a lot of people.

He also told them to think of
spiritual lessons to be gained
from the work of pulling out
the potatoes.

The students learned
several of these lessons. Many
of the potatoes seemed small
and insignificant, just like
people seem when compared
to the universe. Yet God cared
so much about His children
He came to Earth to die for us
even though we are so insig-
nificant — as insignificant as
those tiny potatoes.

Another lesson students
gleaned from digging potatoes
is that no one is worthless. Just
like the small potatoes are use-
ful for something, so are God’s
children. He has never made
anyone worthless.

EN
DIG
ES

Jordan Judgeis ajunior at
Upper Columbia Academy in
Spangle, Wash. This article

is adapted from one he wrote
for the November 2016 issue of
Echoes, a student publication.
To view more student articles,
visit ucaa.org.

A third lesson is to avoid
viewing people as worthless
on the outside, just as a potato
plant looks like a worthless
weed above ground. But
underground, the plant is pro-
ducing lovely potatoes. It’s the
same with people. When you
dig beyond the surface, you
may find good fruit inside.

Beyond the physical bene-
fit of hard work in the fresh air,
Riftel’s students learned some
very good lessons. And they
picked a whole lot of potatoes.

Jordan Judge, Upper Columbia
Academy student

PRESIDENT

oundationONE is
pleased to announce

Mindy Weber, a 1985 graduate
of Upper Columbia Academy
(UCA) in Spangle, Wash., was
elected president during the
foundation’s annual meeting
on Sept. 29, 2016. Weber
follows three visionary leaders:
Terrence Finney, a superior
court judge; Tom Stanyer, a
lead engineer with Boeing
Co.; and Doug Wells, a school
administrator.

FoundationONE is a
private, lay-led nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to raising
an endowment for scholar-
ships for UCA students. The
organization recently allocated
$100,000 to 109 students for
the 20162017 school year.

“UCA had a significant
impact in my life, and I am

excited to be a part of a group
that helps students get that
life-transforming experience,”
says Weber. “While we are
pleased that our scholarships
were able to get 109 students
across the financial barrier, we
worry about the other students
who don’t even attempt to
enroll. ... Our ultimate goal is
to ensure that no student who
wants a Christian education is
ever barred from UCA because
of financial hardship.”

For more information
about FoundationONE, go to
foundationoneuca.org or call
509-939-1716.

Linda Klinger, Upper Columbia
Academy FoundationONE
executive director

Doug Wells presents the key to FoundationONE to
Mindy Weber.
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WWVA STUDENTS

VOLUNTE

ER IN

COMMUNITY

onnecting with

the larger com-

munity in Wash-
ington’s Walla Walla Valley is a
priority for Walla Walla Valley
Academy (WWVA) students
each year. Whether a part of
the formalized service learning
process or just because, stu-
dents find that engaging with
others outside their own circle
of friends is very rewarding.

WWVA students clean and tidy

signs on the fairgrounds.

Noelle Calkins and Alison
Fenton, WW VA upper class-
men, both show animals at the
‘Walla Walla Fair and Frontier
Days each fall.

Calkins shows her min-
iature horse, Gracie, and has
won eight ribbons over the last
two years. “Miniature horses
are stubborn, and I have had to
learn patience, but she brings
me a lot of joy,” she says. “God
made these little horses, who

have unique personalities and
skills. I love being able to share
her with people, especially
children and people who are
disabled. [Gracie] is absolutely
great with them.”

Fenton has shown animals
at the fair for six years and
especially loves chickens. This
year she received a blue ribbon
and was declared the Show-
manship Reserve Champion.
“Chickens are so varied in
their personalities,” she says.
“Some love human attention;
others definitely do not. Many

. people don’t realize that. God

knows what happens with
sparrows, and each animal is
precious to Him. My responsi-
bility is to care for them and to
appreciate their uniqueness.”
Students also volunteer

| as fairgrounds crew as part of

academy history classes. Ac-
cording to history teacher Ty-
ler Anderson, it offers students
an opportunity to understand
what is happening in their own

community and what makes
the fair tick. From working
with the concert crews to
cleaning up when it’s all over,
students come back with a new
appreciation of the work done
within their community.

Other events offer similar
opportunities for WW VA stu-
dents. From biannual service
days, during which students
work for nonprofit organiza-
tions and individuals, to cam-
pus ministries projects, students
focus on making a difference
for others.

“This is an essential part
of growing up and taking re-
sponsibility,” says Brian Harris,
WW VA principal. “The first
step 1s to take responsibility for
yourself. But the next step is
to take responsibility for your
community. It’s not always just

WWVA students collaborate
with Salvation Army volunteers
to facilitate the valley’s annual
Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving
Day

Senior Alison Fenton shows off
her prize-winning hen.

about you, but instead about
the people you serve.”

The final project of the
2016 calendar year was work-
ing with the Salvation Army
crew during the annual Turkey
Trot on Thanksgiving Day.
The students and community
members loved collaborating
so much they plan to work
together during the Christmas
season ringing bells for the an-
nual Salvation Army fundrais-
ing campaign. The impact on
students lasts forever.

“Volunteering is one of
the most fun things I did at
WWVA,” says alumnus Aidan
Hinshaw, now a senior at Wal-
la Walla University. “It showed
me there is always a lot more
going on than what is happen-
ing in my own life, and that’s
something that I remember
every day.”

WWTVA staff and students
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CASCADE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
EMBRACES 1 TIM. 4:12

More photos online at

ach school year, Steph-

anie Gates, Cascade
Christian Academy’s (CCA)
principal, chooses a verse from
the Bible as a theme to set the
tone for the new year. This
year’s verse is 1 Tim. 4:12:
“Don’t let anyone think less of
you because you are young. Be

Fifth-grade students decorate
Thanksgiving baskets for Serve
Wenatchee Valley.

an example to all believers in
what you say, in the way you
live, in your love, your faith
and your purity.”

To aid the students in
learning the verse, Cheryl

Gabel, CCA music teacher, set
the words to music so during
the week students of all grade

| levels can sing the theme verse.
f Once a week in his daily 8

a.m. intercom announcements,
Greg Ringering, CCA PE
teacher, asks the students to
join him in reciting the verse
in their classrooms.

1 Tim. 4:12 was given an
even deeper meaning during
CCA’s fall week of prayer in
October. Guest speaker Craig
Heinrich, director of Leoni

1Tim. 4:12 gets an even deeper meaning during CCA's fall week of
prayer in October, with guest speaker Craig Heinrich.

Meadows Camp and Retreat
Center in northern Califor-
nia, based his daily chapel
talks on the verse. Each day
Heinrich told a story from his
or a friend’s personal life that
honed in on each part of the
verse so students were able to
clearly understand what their
mission is as Christians: to be
good examples in all aspects of
their lives.

Since week of prayer fell
on the same week as Make a
Difference Day, all CCA stu-

glnrin/112-01-uc_cca

dents were involved in various
community service activities.
The high school made their
annual trip to nearby Camp
Zanika to do general cleanup.
The middle school students
raked bark at a local park for
the city of Wenatchee, Wash.,
and did some cleaning at the
Lighthouse Mission, a local
ministry to help the home-
less. Fifth-graders decorated
Thanksgiving baskets for
Serve Wenatchee Valley,
while kindergarteners through
fourth-graders delighted assist-
ed living residents with their
joyful singing.

In spite of the busy week
and crazy schedule, CCA staft
and students enjoyed the week
during which the whole school
could embrace the message of
1 Tim. 4:12.

Julie Savino, Cascade Christian
Academy chaplain

UCA ASB ENCOURAGES
CHRISTMAS JOY

or the past two years,

Associated Student
Body (ASB) officers at Upper
Columbia Academy (UCA) in
Spangle, Wash., have decorated
the Campbell Administration
Building for Christmas. Bright
lights and homemade decora-
tions greeted students as they
walked from class to class.

This past holiday, the ASB

organized a door-decorating
contest. From candy cane

forests to paper fireplaces and
garland wreaths, each door
showcased the talents of many
students helping their teachers
decorate. Who knew paper
could be utilized with such
detail?

“We knew it would be
hard to choose the winner,”
says John Spano, UCA history
teacher and ASB sponsor. “So
we had all the students vote. It
has been exciting to watch the

students getting into the dec-
orating contest. Students are
already saying that this should
become a tradition.”

See photos of the decorat-
ed doors on Upper Columbia
Academy’s Facebook page or
website ucaa.org.

Tamara Michalenko Terry,
Upper Columbia Academy
communication coordinator
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The cafeteria staff and student
workers creatively use paper cups
to decorate the door to the Davis
Fireside Room in the Wallace
Dining Commons.
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ary Snyder,
wing chaplain
for McChord
Field, sent Ryan
Neill, chaplain, to read a spe-
cific letter at a marriage retreat
for military couples that pastor
and chaplain Scott Tyman was
presenting. The letter: a sur-
prise promotion for Tyman.

“I had no idea I was being
promoted Oct. 1,” says Tyman,
who was promoted from a
major to lieutenant colonel.

Sixteen years ago, while
pastoring in Panama City,

Fla., where a large number of
his members were in the Air
Force, Navy and Coast Guard,
Tyman accepted the local base’s
invitation to a Clergy Day for
civilian pastors.

“I went and heard what
a chaplain does in the mili-
tary,” Tyman explains. “An
Air Force chaplain asked me to
join. I was 36 at the time and
on the edge of being too old.”

With a few reservations
from his wife, Tyman went
to Commissioned Officer

School (boot camp for lawyers,
doctors, dentists and chaplains
who have a minimum of a
higher education degree) for
four weeks. He was commis-
sioned as an officer in 2000.

“It’s a mission field,”
Tyman says. “I'm called to be
a missionary to our men and
women in the military. The
main thing about a chaplain is
to provide religious accommo-
dations.”

As a reservist Air Force
chaplain, Tyman has regular
squadrons he visits. He holds
Bible studies, religious classes,
chapel services and funerals.
In his military chaplaincy
career, Tyman has witnessed
70 to 80 people become a part
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Tyman sees his chaplain
work as his second congrega-
tion in addition to his home
church, Tacoma Central
Adventist Church. “T like
both the civilian life and the
military life,” he says. “I can fit
in both worlds.”

Wing Chaplain Gary Snyder and pastor/chaplain Scott Tyman

promotion to lieutenant colonel.

stand at attention as Rabbi Estrin (left) reads Tyman's letter of

EVELYN TYMAN

In the chaplaincy team at
Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
he serves along with two other
Adventist chaplains in addition
to chaplains of other faiths.
Previously when seven Adven-
tist chaplains were on the team,
the chaplains discussed starting
an Adventist chapel service.
They ultimately decided
instead to connect interested
military families with nearby
Adventist churches.

At Tyman’s promotion
ceremony on Oct. 16, during
which he received his silver
oak leaf cluster, Tyman shared

“EVELYN TYMAN

Scott Tyman raises his right
hand for his promotion
ceremony to lieutenant colonel.
(Left photo) Scott Tyman
stands with his family.

with 80 guests how he reso-
nates particularly with the Air
Force core value about “service
before self.”

“Why am I a chaplain?
Because I believe in the prin-
ciple of service before self,” Ty-
man says. “Everything we do
should be thinking of others,
not ourselves. Jesus’ entire life
was thinking of others and so
should ours.”

Tyman says there are three
best decisions in his life: “The
best decision I made was when
I became Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Christian. The second
decision was when I married
my wife, Evelyn, 28 years ago
and we had our three children:
Isaac, Anna and Joshua. Third
decision: to become a military
chaplain.”

Heidi Baumgartner, Washington
Conference communication director
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hirty years ago,

Bellingham Church

members dreamed of

having a church facility
located on the same property
as the school. But it wasn’t
feasible then.

The dream is becoming a
reality now. With the cur-
rent and projected growth of
Bellingham to the north and
to the east, the Baker View
Christian School property is
ideally located for building a
new church facility.

“We noticed there were
significant growth patterns,”
says Brandon Korter, Belling-
ham Church pastor, “and we
did some demographic studies
in consultation with the city
fathers. The city of Bellingham
is projected to grow signifi-
cantly in the next 10 years.”

Bellingham Church
advertised their aging facility
across the United States and
Canada. Eight bids came in at
a variety of price points. The
bid winner offered the needed
amount to build the new
Bellingham Church with little
to no debt.

“We see God’s stamp of’
approval through all the phases
and steps to get to where the
church is today,” Korter says.

At the groundbreaking
ceremony on Sept. 29, 2016, all
church members were encour-

aged to bring their own shovel
to participate in the breaking
of ground for the new church
facility.

“We all dug in the ground
together and threw dirt togeth-
er,” Korter says.

On a nearby fence, the
church hung a 20-foot banner
listing the people, events and
milestones associated with
God’s blessings in preparing to

PHIL NELSON

The dream of the Bellingham Church having a facility on
the same property as the school is becoming a reality.

build the church. “This is our
faith chart,” Korter explains.
The new sanctuary,
designed to seat 312 people and
with overflow room for up to
450 total people, is anticipated
to be completed in late fall
2017. When the church facility
is completed, the stained-glass
window from the previous
facility will grace the new
church above the baptistery.
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While the church is being
constructed and members con-
tinue to meet in Baker View’s
gymnasium, the congregation
is dreaming of ideas for reach-
ing their community through
evangelism, education and
outreach activities.

Heidi Baumgartner, Washington
Conference communication director
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FAMILIES OF AUTISM

adia Diaz, 18,
walked out of the
library and down
the hallway to her classroom
with purpose. But it wasn’t just
any classroom.

This was a local Auburn
elementary school classroom
where she volunteers each day
she has off from school. Diaz
comes at the teacher’s invi-
tation to specifically interact
with young students who are
on the autism spectrum.

“She’s really good,” says
Lori Sheehan, Lake View
Elementary School teacher.
“Nadia knows the language to
use to communicate with my
students.”

Diaz knows each students’
likes, interests, dislikes, triggers
and sensory attractions. She
knows their language. She
grew up interpreting the lan-
guage and behavior of autism.

Diaz learned firsthand
about autism in her household
with her brother, Brandon,
who 1s 15 months younger. She
is a senior at Auburn Adventist
Academy; Brandon is a junior
at a local high school and was
once a student of Sheehan’s.

Previously, Sheehan asked
Diaz to draw and illustrate an
animal that most reminded her

Lt

Lori Sheehan, Lake View Elementary School teacher, invited Nadia

Diaz, a Auburn Academy senior, to specifically interact with young
students who are on the autism spectrum.

ored autism awareness puzzle
pieces into the body. This
artwork is now the classroom
logo and hangs on the class-
room wall. It is also silk-screen
printed onto team T-shirts for
the classroom.

But this particular day,
Diaz didn’t come to volunteer
with children. She came to talk
with parents whose children
are in kindergarten through
second grade. This was her first
time to speak and share her
experience with Lake View
parents in a joint parent-teach-
er resource meeting in the
school’s library.

Diaz eloquently
shared — with no notes, stut-
ters or nervous stops — what
it’s like to grow up with a

is unique,” Diaz says. “These
children are so amazing, and
showing how spectacular they
are will show everyone else
that autism 1s not a bad thing
but a beautiful thing.”

Her words connected.
Following her 10-minute
speech, the parents shared with
emotion their own experienc-
es, laughed and cried togeth-
er, celebrated wins, tracked

developmental progress, and
indicated how they drew cour-
age and reassurance from what
Diaz shared. These parents will
likely be on the same or similar
learning journey at home and
at school until their children
are age 21.

Diaz sat on the sidelines
with her mother, Lori Diaz,
and her grandmother, Tricia
Caldwell, for the remainder
of the parent meeting. All
three ladies actively listened
so they could better interact
with parents in one-on-one
conversations.

Why? Because the Diaz
family knows the importance
of a team supporting a family
as they raise a child with au-
tism.

Heidi Baumgartner, Washington
Conference communication director

sibling who has autism.
“Children with autism are
special and part of a puzzle that

Nadia Diaz, who grew up interpreting the language and behavior of
autism, spoke with the parents of children in kindergarten through
second grade.

of her brother. Diaz chose a
chameleon and drew multicol-
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ADVENTIST HEALTH

ADVENTIST MEDICAL
CENTER'S ANNUAL
CELEBRATION OF

THANKSGIVING

utumn in Port-
land, Ore., offers
many reasons to
give thanks — the
return of the rainy
season, hot drinks, generous
spirits, good music. For each of
the past eight years, Adventist
Health in Portland has joined
in this giving spirit by hosting
a free Celebration of Thanks-
giving concert to thank the
community for 120 years of
placing their faith in Adventist
Health.

“It’s becoming a tradi-
tional kick off to the holiday
season and this year’s concert
was truly a blessing,” says Da-
vid Russell, Adventist Health
Portland president and CEO,
who founded the event eight
years ago.

Like the year before, the
Nov. 19, 2016, concert began
with a praise and worship
singalong led by the Adventist
Health Praise Band, made up
of hospital team members and
executives. “How many hos-
pitals do you know with their
own praise band?” joked Terry
Johnsson, the evening’s master
of ceremony, to the crowd of
more than 2,000. Johnsson, who
is Adventist Health’s executive
director for mission integration,
extended an invitation to the
executive teams of the other
health systems in Portland, chal-
lenging them to a sing-off.

Then the evening moved
into a full concert by Gram-
my-award winning musical
guest Laura Story. Among the
biggest blessings of the night
was a beautiful rendition of her
chart-topping song “Blessings.”

Story rearranged her
tour schedule to make room
for Adventist Health’s com-
munity-based concert at the
invitation of Johnsson, who
has worked with her for many
years. The mission of Adven-
tist Health and its desire to
give back to the community
through this special concert
helped the event rise to the top
of Story’s priorities.

Though she’s worked with
other hospital events, Story had
never had a hospital’s admin-
istrative team join her and her
band before a concert to pray
the event would touch the
community and help spread the
good news about Jesus Christ.

Story loved the hospital’s
participation and commit-

winning artist Laura Story.

A packed house enjoys Adventist Health's eighth annual
Celebration of Thanksgiving concert featuring Grammy-award

IINews R

More photos online at
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CJ ANDERSON

David Russell, Adventist Health Portland CEO and president,
welcomes guests to the free Celebration of Thanksgiving concert.

ment to mission. Unlike her
previous Portland concerts

at Memorial Coliseum and
Moda Center, the Adventist
Health concert was free to

the employees, volunteers and
community members who
support the mission of Adven-
tist Health.

Though the concert tick-
ets are free each year, Adventist
Health invites attendees to
bring donations of nonperish-
able food to support the com-
munity. About 3,500 pounds
of food was collected this year

GJANDERSON
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for the Portland Adventist
Community Services (PACS)
food pantry.

“This year we also asked
concert goers to consider do-
nating a pair of warm socks for
the Portland R escue Mission,
and we were completely blown
away by the response,” says
Russell. “T was able to deliver
a dozen large bags stuffed with
2,800 pairs of socks to the
homeless in our community
who desperately need warm
feet in the winter.”

The Celebration of
Thanksgiving concert is just
one more way Adventist
Health partners with the com-
munity to spread the healing
ministry of Jesus Christ. And
that’s another reason to give
thanks in Portland, no matter
the season.

Kiristi Spurgeon, Adventist
Health Portland marketing and
communications director
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Case 50th
Ronald and Joan Case

celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on Sunday, Aug.
21, 2016, with a golden wed-
ding anniversary party hosted
by their family in Tuttle Hall
at the Lacey (Wash.) Church.
More than 110 relatives and

. friends shared happy memo-

: ries, listened as Ron and Joan’s
son Brian played a violin solo
that had been played at their

Ronald and Joan Case

. wedding, and enjoyed a pro-

. gram narrated by their son Ed-
ward, along with a slideshow
of many family pictures.

Ronald Case met Joan
Harvey at Walla Walla College
in College Place, Wash., where
he was a senior religion major
and she was a sophomore
English major. After Ron’s
1965 graduation, he attended
Loma Linda University School
of Medicine. Joan attended La
Sierra College in Riverside,
Calif.

They were married on

. Sunday, Aug. 21, 1966, at the

. Adventist church in Eugene,

- Ore. After their wedding, Ron
continued with medical school,
and Joan completed her senior

year at La Sierra College. After

her graduation, Joan taught
English in Fontana, Calif., for
three years.

In 1970, after Ron’s med-
ical school graduation and in-

ternship, Ron and Joan moved
to Washington where their son
Edward was born. Ron then
worked as a family physician

at the Steck Medical Clinic

i in Chehalis, Wash. Their son

Brian was born in 1975.

In 1978 Ron took an aller-
gy and immunology fellowship
at the University of Wash., and
in 1980, the family moved to
Lacey, where Ron practiced
allergy and immunology for 25

. years in Olympia, Wash., until

he retired. Joan taught ninth-
and 10th-grade English and
keyboarding at Olympia Junior
Academy for several years.
Ron has served as an elder
for 35-plus years, Olympia
Junior Academy school board

. chairman for 10 years and on

the Auburn Adventist Acad-
emy school board for many
years. He is currently the
personal ministries coordinator
in Lacey Church. Ron now
enjoys giving Bible studies

and helping Edward with the

~ Nedley Depression and Anx-

iety Recovery Program at the
Lacey Church.

Joan has led prima-
ry Sabbath School, been a
deaconess and Sabbath School
superintendent, helped Ron
organize vegetarian/vegan

. cooking schools, helped with

the Depression and Anxiety
Recovery Program, and, in
earlier years, led Vacation

Bible Schools and served as a
member of the Washington
Conference executive commit-

. tee and board of education.

The Case family includes
Ron’s mother, Ella Mae Case,
93; Edward and Jennifer
(Davenport) Case of Olympia,
Wash.; Brian Case of Indianap-
olis, Ind.; and 6 grandchildren.

Dunks 60th

Wallace and Gerion Dunks
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on Oct. 1, 2016, at
the Springfield Church fellow-
ship hall. Neighbors, business

: associates and church members

gathered to celebrate and thank
the Dunks for all they had
done for individuals and for
the church. About 50 cards of
congratulations were received.
Wally and Geri met 60
years ago in Yuba City, Calif.

. It was a beautiful Sabbath in

early September 1956. Three
weeks and one day later Wal-
lace Dunks and Gerion Sulli-
van were married in a lovely
ceremony at the Yuba City
Adventist Church, surrounded

by family and friends.

Wallace and Gerion Dunks

Wally was raised in the
Seventh-day Adventist faith
and attended Adventist
schools and was baptized as

. ayouth. Geri was baptized
. April 2, 1955. She worked

at the Fremont Hospital as
bookkeeper and receptionist.
Wally was a partner with the
Peterson Construction Co. He
later started his own trucking
company which he drove for

. and managed until he was 88
¢ years old.

The Dunks mutually
agreed to move to Oregon for
better employment opportu-
nities and chose Springfield,
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Ore., for their home in 1957.
They promptly became mem-
bers of the Springfield Church
and began serving energetically
and continue to do so.

‘Wally has served as head

. elder, deacon, junior division

teacher and greeter among
other duties. Geri has served
as Sabbath School Superinten-
dent, Adult Sabbath School
teacher, treasurer, clerk and
both worked with the late Jim
McHan with the churches’

- Better Living and Stop Smok-

ing seminars. Both continue to
welcome members and visitors
at the door and give them
warm welcomes and strong
handshakes or hugs.

The Dunks family includes
daughter, Dixie Wurscher

i (her husband, David, died in

plane accident) of Eugene,
Ore.; son, Mike and Con-
nie Rohlf~Dunks of Jasper,
Ore.; 3 grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren.

Martin 90th

The family of Marie

| (Merth) Martin celebrated

her 90th birthday on Sab-
bath, Aug. 20, 2016. Family
members gathered from as far
away as New York, Michigan
and California for a picnic in
Fort Walla Walla Park in Walla

. Walla, Wash.

Marie was born in Port-
land, Ore., the sixth child in a
family that would eventually
include nine children. Her
mother was a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, but her father, raised a
staunch Catholic, wanted Ma-

. rie to attend Catholic school as
¢ alittle girl. Her mother took

Marie to Sabbath School on
Saturday, but Marie also had
to attend Catholic services
on Sunday with her father.

FAMILY
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Marie Martin

Eventually her father became
an Adventist.

As a young girl growing up
during the Depression, Marie’s
family moved around the
Portland area while her father
found various jobs. Some of
her favorite memories are of
living “out in the country” in
Tigard, Ore. Marie attended
Portland Union Academy
(now Portland Adventist

¢ Academy) during her fresh-

" man year, where she became

- involved in music — singing

- in choir and trios. Her father’s

- love of music had been passed
on to her.

The family moved to
Berkeley, Calif., where her
father got a new job and Marie
went to Golden Gate Academy
her sophomore year. Her mu-
sical talents gained her many
friendships there also. But
once again the family moved,
this time to Pendleton, Ore.
Marie found herself at Yakima

¢ Valley Academy her junior and

- senior years, always involved in

- music and making new friends,

. including a Pendleton boy,

. LaVern Henderson. After her
graduation in 1944, the two
were married.

After LaVern served in
the Army, he and Marie both
worked at Harris Pine Mills
in Pendleton, having three
children. Unfortunately, the

marriage did not last.

Marie eventually married
Jim Martin, a forester with
the U.S. Forest Service, and
continued to live in Pendleton,

. working as a secretary, medical
. transcriptionist and other office
. clerical positions. Her husband
. transferred to Walla Walla,

i Wash., in 1977, and Marie

continued working — eventu-
ally retiring from the Veterans
Affairs Hospital.

She has always enjoyed
going back to see the many
friends she made at Golden
Gate Academy reunions, as
well as those for Yakima Valley
Academy. The couple live on
10 acres just west of Whitman
Mission where they enjoy a

- herd of deer and many beauti-
¢ ful sunsets.

Marie’s family includes

Joan (Henderson) Santee of
. College Place, Wash.; Gary

and Kathy (Ford) Henderson
of Woodland, Wash.; Kar-

en (Henderson) and Patrick
Andrews of McBride, British
Columbia, Canada; 11 grand-
children and 10 great-grand-
children.

McKercher 90th

Family and friends gathered
at the home of Madeline Mary

. McKercher on June 22, 2016,

© to celebrate her 90th birthday.
- A delicious dinner was pre-

. pared and served by her family
© to all the guests.

Madeline Mary McPhail
was born in Craik, Saskatch-
ewan, Canada, the eldest
of three girls. Her father,
Granger, was employed much
of his life as a lumberjack. The
parents separated, and the girls
were basically raised by their
father.

Her first seven years of

OURFAMILY

school were in the Rosedale
Public School. Grades seven
through nine were in Nampa,
Idaho, and then Madeline went
to boarding school at Canadian
Junior College (now Berman

. University) in Lacombe, Al-

. berta, Canada. She graduated
- from high school in 1945 and
- stayed for one more year of

i pre-nursing. Then she moved

to Portland, Ore., where she
studied nursing at the Portland
Sanitarium and Hospital (now
Adventist Medical Center),
graduating in 1949.

Her work experience
began at the same hospital
where she had been a student,
and she found her niche in the
operating room. After years of
operating room experience,

: she enrolled at the Mid-Ten-

Madeline Mary McKercher

nessee School of anesthesia in
Madison, Tenn., graduating

in 1966 as a nurse anesthetist.
This allowed her to have job

© security and at the same time
: to get acquainted with much of
. her adopted country.

In 1973, Madeline began
her employment at Tillamook
County General Hospital (now
Tillamook Regional Medical
Center), which had just begun
an affiliation with the Adven-
tist Health system. She worked
in Tillamook until her retire-
ment in 1995. Interestingly
enough, when she retired, it
took three nurse anesthetists to
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replace her.

She was married to Gordon
Swanson in 1965, and they
became the parents of two
sons, Eric and Leif. Gordon
passed away in 1997. In 2000,

- Madeline married Robert
. McKercher, who passed away
- in 2006.

Both of Madeline’s sons

- live in Tillamook. She loves

gardening and spends a lot of
time and care in the upkeep of
her yard and garden. She also
enjoys handwork, especially
cross-stitch and crocheting,.
She is a member of the Tilla-
mook Church.

She is cherished by her
sons; her daughter-in-law, Au-
dra; two grandchildren, Tiffa-
ny and Taylor; 3 step-children;

. 4 step-grandchildren; and 5
- step-great-grandchildren.

Teed 50th

Verne and Donna Teed
celebrated their 50th anniver-
sary with family and friends on
June 10, 2016, at the Pomeroy
Inn and Suites in Olds, Alber-
ta, Canada.

Verne Teed met Donna
Unterseher at the Portland
School of Nursing when Verne
was visiting his sister, Eileen
(Teed) Steinke. He married
Donna on Oct. 23, 1966, in

- Harrisburg, Ore. The pair
 lived in Williams Lake, British

Columbia, Canada, until 1971,

- when they moved to Peoria, :
. Alberta (the Peace River coun-

try). They lived there until
retiring in Olds, Alberta.

The Teed family includes
Todd Teed of Calgary, Alberta;
Tammy and Steve Reitz of
Spangle, Wash.; and 2 grand-
children.



BOYES — Helen Arlene (Mad-
son), 100; born May 1, 1916,
Harrison, Idaho; died Oct. 4,
2016, Hayden, Idaho. Surviv-
ing: daughter, Allis Rickey,
Spokane, Wash.; brother,

Dick Madson, College Place,
Wash.; 4 grandchildren and 7
great-grandchildren.

BRATTEN — Lorraine, 84;
born May 31, 1932, Cleveland,
N.D.; died Aug. 23, 2016,
Boise, Idaho. Surviving: hus-
band, Orville; sons, Rick, Soda
Springs, Idaho; Dale, Femley,
Nev.; daughter, Sandra Kay
Christensen-R hoads, Boise;
brother, Billy Bartles, Littleton,
Colo.; sister, Irene Zoller, Port-
land, Ore.; 5 grandchildren,

9 great-grandchildren and 2
great-great-grandchildren.

CANWELL — Dorothy Max-
ine (Storey), 94; born Aug. 24,
1922, Hailey, Idaho; died Sept.
16, 2016, Walla Walla, Wash.
Surviving: sons, Lee, Walla
Walla; Keith, College Place,
‘Wash.; sisters, Helen Culver,
Eagle, Idaho; Freda Roe, On-
tario, Ore.; Darlene St. Clair,
Caldwell, Idaho; Fran Addy,
Boise, Idaho; 4 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren.

DASSENKO — Gladys May
(Aufderhar) Fisher, 93; born
July 30, 1923, Greeley, Colo.;
died Sept. 22, 2016, Wal-

la Walla, Wash. Surviving:
stepsons, Gary Fisher, of
Washington; Paul Dassenko, of
New York; stepdaughter, Pam
Dassenko, of California; and
sister, Lois (Aufderhar) Helms,
of Mississippi.

DAVIS — Harvey “Dave,” 84;
born Nov. 7, 1931, Glendale,
Calif;; died April 7, 2016,
Richland, Wash. Surviving:
daughter, Debra (Davis) Hoyt;
brother, John Lefore, Mil-
ton-Freewater, Ore.; sister,
Joan (Lefore) Wycoff, Mil-
ton-Freewater; and a grand-

child.

DEPNER — Joyce Blanche
(Johnson), 87; born Sept. 5,
1929, Dutton, Mont.; died

Oct. 4, 2016, Spokane Valley,
Wash. Surviving: son, Wayne,
Spokane Valley; daughters, Rae
Rich, Chewelah, Wash.; Mona
Motley, Priest River, Idaho; 7
grandchildren, a step-grand-
child and 7 great-grandchil-
dren.

EDWARDS — Oliver, 88; born
Feb. 25, 1928, Wapato, Wash.;
died July 24, 2016, Walla Wal-
la, Wash. Surviving: daughters,
Angie Bartholomew, Spo-
kane, Wash.; Diana Anderson,
Walla Walla; brothers, Don
Edwards, Milton-Freewater,
Ore.; Ottis Edwards, Portland,
Ore.; Bert Edwards, Sultan,
Wash.; 4 grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren.

ENTZE — Elizabeth “Beth”
L. (Karr), 96; born July 20,
1920, Moscow, Idaho; died
Aug. 12, 2016, Walla Walla,
‘Wash. Surviving: sons, Fred
and Dan, both of Walla Walla;
brother, Robert Karr, New-
port, Wash.; 5 grandchildren,
2 great-grandchildren and a
great-great-grandchild.

GLENN — Nancy Morlan
(Geiger), 89; born July 5, 1926,
Tacoma, Wash.; died June

23, 2016, Walla Walla, Wash.
Surviving: sons, David, Cheha-
lis, Wash.; Paul, Silver Spring,
Md.; Jonathan, Conway, Ark.;
Lawrence, Walla Walla; daugh-
ters, Francie Davidson, R ho-
dodendron, Ore.; Margie Ault,
Walla Walla; 9 grandchildren,
10 great-grandchildren and 2
great-great-grandchildren.

HACK — Richard Roy, 86;
born Aug. 7, 1930, Egypt, Pa.;
died Sept. 1, 2016, Lewiston,
Idaho. Surviving: wife, Diana
“Sue”; son, Richard Little,
Spokane, Wash.; daughters,
Janice Leaf, Spokane; Julie
Dafler, Spokane; stepdaughter,
Joanne Stearns, Ocean Shores,
‘Wash.; brother, Donald Hack,
Palmyra, Pa.; and 9 grandchil-
dren.

HAYNES — Donald W, 90;
born Oct. 11, 1925, Caldwell,
Idaho; died July 10, 2016,

Vancouver, Wash. Surviv-
ing: wife, Marie (Hansen),
Battle Ground, Wash.; sons,
Wes, Battle Ground; Gary,
Gresham, Ore.; daughter,
Maretta Kandoll, Vancouver;
brother, Robert, Sacramento,
Calif;; 5 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren.

NELSON — Daniel Howard,
58; born May 11, 1958, Spring-
field, Mo.; died Sept. 12, 2016,
Portland, Ore. Surviving: wife,
Joann M. (House); daughter,
Elizabeth M. Nelson, Port-
land; father, Daniel N. Nelson,
Tucson, Ariz.; brother, David
Levy, San Antonio, Texas;
sisters, Linda M. Shepherd,
Ladson, S.C.; and Carolyn C.
Lister, Banderas, Texas.

NICHOLSON — Michael
Thad, 76; born Nov. 30, 1939,
Hermosa Beach, Calif.; died
Aug. 6, 2016, Sandy, Ore.
Surviving: wife, Sally (Bak-
er); son, Michael Jr., Sandy;
daughters, Tami Hunter and
Shelly Brooks, both of Sandy;
mother, Jean Nicholson, of
Oregon; 6 grandchildren and 3
great-grandchildren.

ONJUKKA — Aila Annikki
(Issakainen), 92; born Oct. 5,
1923, Viipuri, Finland; died
Aug. 18, 2016, La Grande, Ore.
Surviving: husband, Lauri;
sons, Sam, Imbler, Ore.; Rolf,
Arlington, Texas; 4 grandchil-
dren and 3 great-grandchil-
dren.

PALMER — James Wilson,
78; born July 29, 1937, Weiser,
Idaho; died May 2, 2016,
College Place, Wash. Surviv-
ing: son, John, Walla Walla,
Wash.; daughter, Janel Palmer,
Lincoln, Neb.; stepdaughter,
Donna (Dunn) Pringle, Col-
lege Place; and sister, Darlene
Anders, Charlotte, N.C.

RICHARDS — Cherié (Even-
son), 56; born June 15, 1960,
Virginia, Minn.; died Sept.

2, 2016, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Surviving: husband, Bob,
Caldwell, Idaho; daughter,
Melody Christensen, Cald-
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well; brother, Steve Evenson,
Fairbanks, Alaska; and 2 grand-
children.

SITTLER — Shirley Jean (Rad-
er) Coleman, 80; born Jan. 24,
1936, Shelton, Wash.; died July
7, 2016, Shelton. Surviving:
husband, Richard K_; sons,
Ronald Coleman and Chris
Coleman, both of Shelton;
Jerry Coleman, Port Orchard,
Wash.; daughters, Jalynne
(Coleman) Devries, Shelton;
Jonice (Coleman) Stritlin,
Olympia, Wash.; 10 grandchil-
dren and 8 great-grandchil-
dren.

STANDLEY — Odis Lance,

87; born May 23, 1928, Taft,
Calif.; died May 7, 2016, Fruit-
land, Idaho. Surviving: daugh-
ter, Judith Shields, Fruitland,
stepson, Leonard Loe, Fresno,
Calif.; 3 grandchildren and a
great-grandchildren.

STANLEY — Kathryn Monell
(Fisher) Bissember, 78; born
Nov. 12, 1937, Artesia, Calif;
died Jan. 10, 2016, Eugene,
Ore. Surviving: son, Roy Har-
old Bissember, Santa Monica,
Calif; brothers, William G.E.
Fisher Sr., Salem, Ore.; David
Fisher, Washtucna, Wash.;
Thomas Fisher, Connell,
Wash.; sister, Julianne Fish-

er, Salem, Ore.; sister, Claire
(Fisher) Hart, Eugene, Ore.;
and 5 grandchildren.

The Gleaner also accepts expanded
obituary announcements with short
bio and photo. For submission and
cost info, contact info@gleanernow.
com or call 360-857-7043.

Go to GleanerNow.com/
contribute to submit family
announcements.

The North Pacific Union
Conference Gleaner accepts family
listings as a service to members

of Adventist churches in the
Northwest. While this information
is not intended as an endorsement
of any facts or relationships
represented, the Gleaner does not
knowingly print content contrary to
the biblical beliefs of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.



Jan. 7 — Local Church Budget;

Jan. 14 — Local Conference Advance;
Jan. 21 — Local Church Budget;

Jan. 28 — NAD Religious Liberty.

UCA Choir Clinic

Jan. 19-21 — Upper Columbia Academy will hold a choir
clinic. To request music or for more information contact,
Curtis Anderson at curtis.anderson@ucaa.org or call 509-
245-3600. The choir clinic is for seventh grade and up and is
free. All are welcome to hear the grand finale performance on

Sabbath, Jan. 21, 2017.

Men’s Day

Feb. 4 — Join us for the second annual Washington
Conference Men’s Day in the Auburn Academy Chapel. The
theme is “Finding a Father in God,” and the featured speaker is
Marvin Wray of the Napa Community Adventist Church. He
is the author of Journeys, which tells the story of a 12,000-mile
motorcycle ride across America where he visited all kinds of
Adventist churches. Lunch will be provided.

Union College Homecoming

April 6-9 — Come to the 125-year celebration of Union
College, 3800 S. 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68506. Honor classes
are 1947, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1992, 1997 and 2007.
For more information, contact the alumni office at 401-486-
2503 or alumni@ucollege.edu.

Stay in the loop by listing your church, school or ministry event
or special announcement in the Gleaner. Each item gets one free
4 listing in print and online at gleanernow.com.

FOR DEADLINES AND SUBMISSION
INFORMATION, GO TO

gleanernow.com/contribute



SOUTHERN ADVENTIST
UNIVERSITY OFFERS MASTER’S
DEGREES in business, computer
science, counseling, education,
global community development,
nursing, religion and social
work. Flexibility is provided
through some online and

many on-campus programs.
Financial aid may be available.
For more information, call
423-236-2585 or visit

southern.edu/graduatestudies.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY
has two faculty openingsin
the School of Education and
Psychology. For details and
to apply, please visit jobs.
wallawalla.edu. We invite you
to share this announcement
as you deem appropriate.

To learn more about Walla
Walla University, please visit
wallawalla.edu.

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST
UNIVERSITY’S English
departmentis seeking
applications for a full-time
faculty member specializing

in British literature of the 18th
or 19th century. Preferred
candidates will have a Ph.D.; a
creative writing background is a
plus. Send CV with cover letter
to Dr. Judy Myers Laue
lauej@swau.edu.

UNION COLLEGE seeks full-time
professor of communications
and English with strong skills in
magazine journalism, editing and
writing instruction for position
beginning July 2017. Doctorate

is preferred. Please submit
curriculum vitae to Dr. Mark
Robison, humanities division

chair, at marobiso@ucollege.edu.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY has
faculty openingsin the School of
Education and Psychology, the
department of computer science
and the department of chemistry.
For details and to apply, please
visit jobswallawalla.edu.

We invite you to share this
announcement. To learn more
about Walla Walla University,
please visit wallawalla.edu.

LOOKING FOR A FEMALE/COUPLE
as part-time caregiver for our
parents. Housing is a separate
1-bedroom/1-bathroom house on
acountry setting, close to town/
amenities. Email for additional
information at graybillfam2016 @
gmail.com.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY SEEKS

A COMMUNICATION FACULTY
The Department of Visual

Art, Communication and
Design is hiring a professor

to teach public relations

and general communication
classes at Andrews University.
The ideal individual will be
qualified to teach graduate and
undergraduate level courses and
mentor students in the area of
public relations. Ph.D./doctorate
in communication related fields
preferred; preferenceis given to
those with terminal degrees and
emphasis/experience in public
relations. For more information
orto apply, visit andrews.edu/
admres/jobs/1217.

UNION COLLEGE seeks an art
and graphic design professor,
beginning June 2017. Master’s
degreeinart or graphic design
required; MFA preferred.
Responsibilities include teaching
artand graphic design courses,
academic advising, recruiting,
and program development.
Further information, ucollege.
edu/faculty-openings.

Submit CV to Bruce Forbes,
Fine Arts Division chair, at
b2forbes@ucollege.edu.

WORTHINGTON, LOMA LINDA,
CEDAR LAKE, AZURE PRODUCT,
ETC. Low prices. Auburn
Enterprises, Billand Judy Hoard,
4192 Auburn Rd NE; PO Box
13757, Salem, OR 97309-1757;
503-585-9311; fax 503-585-1805;
auburnent@hotmail.com.

REMNANT PUBLICATIONS

has the perfect Study Bible to
enhance your devotions and
sharing books for reaching your
community. Visit your ABC, or
remnantpublications.com

or call 800-423-1319 for a free
catalog.

EGW COMMENTS as a companion
to the Adult Sabbath School Bible
Study Guide, itis an insightful
collection of comments by Ellen
G. White. This compilation is
awonderful assetto enhance
your own personal study oras a
daily devotional that parallels the
Adult Sabbath School lesson.
Your one-year subscription will
include four 96-page paperback
books, sent quarterly. Each

book includes a full-page of

E.G. White comments plus
additional reading suggestions
formatted to correlate with each
day’s lesson, and much more.
Contact us at 804-790-1669,
egwcomment@gmail.com or
egwcomments.com.

TOY WOODEN TRAINS
Tumbleweed Toy Trains are
made of the finest cherry or
walnut. Solidly made. Carefully
and handsomely crafted. A
perfect gift. More information at
tumbleweedtoytrains.com.
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SOULS NORTHWEST students
need cars for canvassing and
Bible work ministry. If you have
acarthatyou could lend or
donate, please contact SOULS
Northwest at 360-857-7062 or
email info@soulsnorthwest.org.

GUIDE MAGAZINE wants to reach
readers ages 10-14 with your
true, character-building story.
Visit guidemagazine.org/
writersguidelines to learn more.
To subscribe, call 800-447-7377 or
go to guidemagazine.org.

BUYING U.S. GOLD/SILVER
COINS, proof and mint sets, silver
dollars, rolls and bags. PCGS/
NGC certified coins, estates,
accumulations, large collections,
bullion, platinum. Will travel. All
transactions confidential. Please
call 208-859-7168.

WANT TO BE AN AMATEUR RADIO
OPERATOR? Check out naara.
org for training and license
information. Listen to our Sunday
morning netand meet Northwest
Adventist Amateur Radio
Association members.

ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE
BROKER 35+ years experience,
residential and commercial.
Serving King, Pierce counties
and greater Puget Sound. Mike

Simplified
Reverse for Purchase
& Reverse Mortgages

Available in most states

e

Gayle Woodruff

Reverse Mortgage Specialist
NMLS #69559

gayle.woodruff@resolutefsb.com

Call 888-415-6262

TR e o
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Stay in touch with the latest news,
video links, calendar events, photo
galleries, past issues and more at

gleanernow.com




North Pacific Union Conference Directory

5709 N. 20th St., Ridgefield, WA 98642
360-857-7000 « fax 360-857-7001 * npuc.org
Monday—Thursday 7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

President. .............. John Freedman ~ Legal Counsel .. ............ André Wang
Executive Secretary, Health Ministries. . . . . . Ministerial, Evangelism, Global Mission. . . . .
..................... John Loor Jr. ceiiiiiiiiieo.oo....César De Ledn
Treasurer. .............. Mark Remboldt Evangelist . . . .. Brian McMahon
Undertreasurer . ........ Robert Sundin .

o ) Evangelist. ... ......... Jason Morgan
Communication . ......... Steve Vistaunet Native Ministries Northwest. .
Creation Study Center ... ... StanHudson ... .. oL Monte Church
Education . .............. Dennis Plubell  SOULS Northwest ........... Jason Worf

Elementary . .......... Patti linski
ementary atti Revolinsd Public Affairs, Religious Liberty . .. .......
Secondary.............. KeithWaters — ................... Greg Hamilton
Certification Registrar. . . ............ Regional Affairs,Youth, Multicultural
44444444444444 Deborah Hendrickson — Ministries . .........................
Early Childhood Coordinator . ... ..... Trust...... .. Chuck Simpson
.................... Golda Pflugrad ~ Treasurer.................Allee Currier
Hispanic Ministries . ....... CésarDe Leon ~ Women’s Ministries . .. ........ Sue Patzer
Information Technology. . . .Loren Bordeaux
Associate. . ... ... ...l Daniel Cates
Local Conference
Directory Adventist Book Centers
ALASKA CONFERENCE 800-765-6955 * adventistbookcenter.com
6100 O’Malley Rd.

Anchorage, AK 99507-7200

907-346-1004 * alaskaconference.org
Kevin Miller, president; Quentin Purvis, v.p.
| secretariat; James W Jensen, v.p. finance

IDAHO CONFERENCE

7777 Fairview

Boise, ID 83704-8418

208-375-7524 + idahoadventist.org

David Prest Jr., president; John Rogers, v.p. finance

MONTANA CONFERENCE

175 CanyonView Rd.

Bozeman,MT 59715

406-587-3101 * montanaconference.org
Merlin Knowles, president; Sharon Staddon, v.p.
administration and finance

OREGON CONFERENCE

19800 Oatfield Rd.

Gladstone, OR 97027-2546
503-850-3500 ¢ oregonconference.org

, president; Dave Allen, v.p. administration;

David Freedman, v.p. finance

UPPER COLUMBIA CONFERENCE
3715 S. Grove Rd.

Spokane, WA 99224

509-838-2761 * uccsda.org

Paul Hoover, president; Doug R. Johnson, v.p.
administration; Randall Terry, v.p. finance

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
32229 Weyerhaeuser Way S.

Federal Way, WA 98001

253-681-6008 * washingtonconference.org
Doug Bing, president; Doug Bing, v.p.
administration; Jerry S. Russell, v.p. finance

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY

204 S. College Ave.

College Place, WA 99324-1198

509-527-2656 * wallawalla.edu

John McVay, president; Bob Cushman, v.p. for
academic administration; Steven G. Rose, v.p. for
financial administration; David Richardson Jr., v.p.
for student life and mission; Jodeene Wagner, v.p.
for university relations and advancement

NAMPA ABC
1350 N.Kings Rd., Nampa, ID 83687-3193
208-465-2532

M-Th ....8:30 a.m.~5:45 p.m.

OREGON ABC
19700 Oatfield Rd., Gladstone, OR 97027
503-850-3300
M-Th ....10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
F...10am-2pm.
Sun ....11am—~4 p.m.

UPPER COLUMBIA ABC
3715 S.Grove Rd., Spokane, WA 99224
509-838-3168

M-Th....9 am.—5:30 p.m.

Sun ....10 am—3 p.m.

COLLEGE PLACE ABC
505 S. College Ave., College Place,WA 99324
509-529-0723
M-Th ....9:30 a.m.—6 p.m.
F...9am-3pm.
Sun....10 am—3 p.m.

AUBURN ABC

5100 32nd St., Auburn,WA 98092-7024

253-833-6707
M-Th....10 a.m.—6 p.m.
F....10 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
Sun....11am—4 p.m.

Van Steenwyk, owner,

5 Star Real Estate Invest-
ments, LLC: 253-887-1355;
mlvansteenwyk@comcast.net;
Sstarinvestllc.com.

LET ME HELP YOU NAVIGATE this

- “seller's market” whether you

. are buying or selling. Call or text
Beth Harrington at 541-314-5888,
. oremail meat bethharrington@

live.com. | am a Seventh-day
Adventist, Oregon Licensed Real
Estate Broker with American
West Properties Hermiston LLC,
at 320 S. Hwy 395 Hermiston, Ore.
Call me today!

WALLA WALLA/COLLEGE PLACE
Adventist realtors to assist

in buying/selling properties:
Jenny Fuchs, 509-386-2970;
Cory Spencer, 509-301-1958;

. Darel Tetz, 509-240-5450; and

. Everett Tetz, 509-386-2749. United
. Country Real Estate Walla Walla,
. 509-876-4422.

PLANNING TO BUY OR SELL IN
KING COUNTY? | can help! Let

me tell you about Washington
state programs to help you get
into your first home or help you
find a fixer or investment. It's
also a greattime to sell,and | can
help you get the most from your
property. Sally Herigstad, Dream
Home Real Estate, Inc., 253-350-

9785, sallyherigstad@gmail.com.

LAFAYETTE, OREGON, newly
¢ renovated manufactured home,
: fabulous upgrades, $205,000.

Details at LafayetteHaven.
weebly.com or 503-437-3231.

PORTLAND METRO AREA — Allyn
Craig is a Licensed Real Estate
Broker in Oregon with Weichert
Realtors on Main Street, 231 E.
Main, Hillsboro, 971-770-1212,
allyn.craig@gmail.com.
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Services

EXPERIENCED ADVENTIST
ATTORNEY serves greater Seattle
area. Practice includes auto
accident/other injury claims;
wills, trusts, probate/other
estate-planning; real estate;

. contracts/other business

matters; and more. John Darrow:

310 Third Ave. NE, Suite 116,

Issaquah, WA 98027; 425-369-
2064; darrowlawfirm.com.

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
SPECIALISTS Clawson Heating
and Air Conditioning features
quality service and installation.
We are an Adventist company
meeting all of your heating

and cooling needs, including
maintenance programs for your
homes. 503-618-9646. License

#: Oregon, 173219; Washington,

. CLAWSHAO931BW.

DO IT FOR YOUR HEALTH! Join
. a10- or 17-day health program

located in Republic, Wash. The
Klein family combines hospitality
with medical expertise to tailor a
program for your specific health
condition. Hyperbaric oxygen,
hydrotherapy, cooking classes
and nutrition are some of the
therapies used in acomfortable
homelike environment.
Scheduling and pricing on
KlondikeMountainHealth
Retreat.org or call 509-775-2949.

PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS: Primary
¢ Card for continental USA or

international. Under 2¢/per
minute. No connection or other
fees. Benefits: ASI Projects/
Christian Education. CallL J
PLUS at 770-441-6022 or
888-441-7688.

PEACEFUL RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY in the greater
Portland area. Come discover
the not-for-profit difference.
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The Village Retirement Center
offers independencein our
newly remodeled cottage-style
single-level apartments on 16
beautifully landscaped acres in
Gresham, Ore. Various one-
bedroom and two-bedroom
styles offered. Transportation,
food services and many other
amenities available. On-site
Adventist church and many
other activities. For those who
want to have their own home
without the work, call 503-665-
3137 for a brochure, orto arrange
atour and check availability,
villageretirementcenter.org.

WEB DESIGN! Skyrocket

your business profits with an
exceptional modern website. Our
Adventist agency specializes

in making businesses look
amazing online. View our

before/after portfolio, visit
discoverpeppermint.com. Call
541-316-8322.

ADVENTIST BOOKS: Looking

for NEW Adventist titles

to encourage and grow

your daily walk? Visit us at
TEACHServices.com. For USED
Adventist books visit LNFBooks.
com. AUTHORS: Ifyou're
interested in having your book
published, call 800-367-1844 for a
free evaluation.

MOVING? RELAX! Your move
with Apex Moving & Storage will
be great! Asthe single point of
accountability, we offer peace

of mind for the relocating family
orindividual. Give us a call and
take advantage of a volume-rated
discount for Adventists. Call
Marcy Danté at 800-766-1902 or

Sunset Schedule

January 6 13 20 27
ALASKA CONFERENCE

Anchorage 4:01 4:16 4:33 4:52
Fairbanks 3:06 3:27 3:50 4:14
Juneau 3:24 3 3B 4:.07
Ketchikan 333 3:44 Biorl 4:11
IDAHO CONFERENCE

Boise 5:23 5:31 5:39 5:49
La Grande 4:25 4:33 4:42 4:51
Pocatello 5:10 5:18 5:26 5185
MONTANA CONFERENCE

Billings 4:45 4:53 5:02 5:12
Havre 4:39 4:48 4:57 5:08
Helena 4:56 5:04 5:13 5:24
Miles City 4:32 4:40 4:49 4:59
Missoula 5:03 5:11 5:20 B3l
OREGON CONFERENCE

Coos Bay 4:56 5185 5:12 5:21
Medford 4:54 5:01 5:09 5:18
Portland 4:42 4:50 4:59 5:09
UPPER COLUMBIA CONFERENCE

Pendleton 4:26 4:34 4:44 4:53
Spokane 4113 4:22 4:31 4:42
Walla Walla 4:23 4:31 4:40 4:50
Wenatchee 4:26 4:34 4:44 4:54
Yakima 4:30 4:38 4:47 4:58
WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

Bellingham 4:29 4:38 4:48 4:59
Seattle 4:33 4:42 4:51 5:02

GleanerNow.com/sunset

visit us at apexmoving.com/
adventist.

LOOKING FOR A PEACEFUL
RETIREMENT VILLAGE? Why wait
for heaven? We offer homes,
duplexes and apartmentsin

a peaceful, safe Adventist
environment in the country. You
will be able to develop lasting
friendships. Call Bill Norman in
Harrah, Okla., at 405-454-6538.

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER
for 75 years we have taught
people to live healthy, avoid
disease and maintain youthful
energy or helped healing
diabetes, heart disease,
hypertension, obesity, arthritis,
fibromyalgia, lupus, chronic
fatigue, cancer, depression,
anxiety and many more. Investin
health call 800-634-9355 or visit

i wildwoodhealth.com.

ADVENTIST ATTORNEY serving
greater Portland area. Practice
focuses on estate planning and
general business: wills, trusts,
probate and trust administration,
gifting, business formation.
Stephanie Carter, Attorney at
Law: 503-496-5500; stephanie@
draneaslaw.com.

FIND YOUR WINTER
WONDERLAND IN SUNRIVER,
OREGON! Make our Quelah
condo the starting point for great
relaxation or your favorite winter
activity. Visit sunriverunlimited.
com for more information or call
503-253-3936.

MAUI Fully equipped condo,
unobstructed ocean and sunset
view, sleeps seven. Tennis, pool,
across street from surfand
beautiful sandy beaches. Hawaii
GE-TA tax # 073-408-1024-01. Call
Ron at 425-232-5768.
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COLLEGE PLACE LODGING
Completely furnished new units
available daily, weekly or monthly.
Full kitchens. Sleeps four. Call
509-301-1498 to reserve. View at
cottagegardens.info.

SUN VALLEY, IDAHO. Motel-style
rooms available in a four-
season vacation destination.
Each room sleeps four adults.
Visit woodrivervalley22.
adventistchurchconnect.

org and click Guest Rooms

or call 208-788-9448 for more
information.

SUNRIVER, CENTRAL OREGON
4-bedroom vacation home

on the North Woodlands golf
course. Two master king suites,
two queens, one bunk set, hot
tub, loft, Jacuzzi bath, gas log
fireplace, BBQ, W/D, bikes,

all “lodge amenities,” sleeps
10, no smoking, no pets. For
rates, photos and reservations:
541-279-9553 or schultz@
crestviewcable.com.
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Stay in touch with the latest
news, video links, calendar
events, photo galleries,

past issues and more at
gleanernow.com
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tis a cruel fact of life that

clothes wear out — even the

ones we like best. We sadly say
goodbye to our favorite sneakers
when they fall apart, grieve the
miniature version of that special
shirt that didn’t survive the dryer,
and hold a special ceremony for
that pair of jeans — broken in
through hiking trips and ball
games — that needs to be properly
buried and mourned as we turn
our attention to the epic quest
upon us to find another pair.

These quests intensify
when clothing is needed for
special events like weddings or
interviews. While some cultures
exist where clothing practices are
minimal, most of us can’t not have
them — not having clothes is the
stuft of nightmares.

A recurring nightmare in our
culture is of appearing at school,
work or church without any
clothes on. Aesop even wrote a

fable about an
emperor who had
no clothes. It’s
effective as a storytelling device
because most of us dread that kind
of exposure.

More than that, we recognize
the role our clothing plays in our
success. We fuss over school pic-
ture day, we have dress codes, and
we put up signs that say “no shirt,
no shoes, no service.”

But Jesus is the opposite.

No shoes, no shirt moves Him

fo service. Jesus identifies with
the naked of the world and tells

AUTHOR
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His followers to seek them out to
clothe them: “For I was naked and
you clothed me” (Matt. 25:36).

The ancient word for “naked”
is gymnos, which is where we get
our English word “gymnasium.”
In the ancient world people com-
peted in sports in the buff as a way
of appreciating the aesthetics of the
male form and honoring the gods.
The thought of a nude gym class is
the worst thing some people could
imagine in the contemporary
world, but it’s important to note
that, when we speak of clothing
nakedness within the pages of
Scripture, it isn’t about body sham-
ing or insulting God’s creation. It
has much more to do with dignity
and protection against physical and
social elements. It is something
God has sought to do for human-
ity ever since the beginning when
sin, selfishness and shame entered
the world.

After God created humanity,
the Bible records, “And the man
and his wife were both naked and
were not ashamed” (Gen.2:25).
That was a very long time ago.
Adam and Eve embodied beauty
in an existence without shame, a
world that didn’t require mirrors
because you're always sharp,

always on point, on brand, on
fleek, whatever else
you wish you



were on — it’s on ... until
Genesis 3 happens and man
and woman try to become
their own gods. Then “their
eyes were opened, and they
knew they were naked” (3:7).
Genesis 3 uses a different
word for “naked” than Genesis
2 — it refers throughout Scrip-
ture to a “‘shameful exposure.”
It’s a relational shift that creates
a dread of God. In Chapter 3,
verse 10, Adam, who clothed
himself with leaves (“fall fash-
ion”), says he’s naked, when in

fact he was physically clothed.
This is something deep-

er — it’s an unmasking, an
utter, painful nakedness of
soul, where secret thoughts,
sins and practices are laid
bare. The world can now
read your internal diary (or
journal, if you're a man), and
you are open to judgment.
It’s a horrifying form of hell,
but God doesn’t leave them
there exposed to sin. God
clothes man and woman with
“skins” — the same term used
in Leviticus and Numbers

to describe priestly garments
(Lev. 7:8, 8:7; Num. 20:28;
Ex. 28:4, 29:5, 40:14).

In the early

church, a woman
named Tabitha
earned the love of
her faith com-

PERSPECTIVE Bl

munity by clothing those in
need. When she fell ill and
died, those whose lives she had
changed implored the apostles
for help — an act of faith that
led to Peter being present as
she was miraculously raised
back to life. Jesus’ brother
James writes that, if any of us
see someone poorly clothed
and don’t help, our faith is
a corpse (2:17). And Jesus
Himself promises when the
earth is made new people will
be clothed in white robes of
righteousness. Matthew 25 has
less to do with style and more
to do with removing shame.
Everything we do is an
act of communication — even
the clothes we wear make
“fashion statements.” While
standards and styles vary
between cultures, clothes
communicate. Badges, brand
names, uniforms and straight-
jackets all say something about
us. In the relative wealth of the
West, when we see someone
modeling raggedy, dirty, torn
up articles of clothing we
know things aren’t going so
well.
So, where do we start?
There’s a lot of people who

have had dignity, power and
status taken from them — it’s
overwhelming. Jesus uses the
word “brethren” at the end of
the list in Matthew 25 and then
likens Himself to the “least of
these.” When compared with
Matt. 10:5-31, which describes
the state of Jesus’ disciples sent
out in the world (without pay,
clothes or shelter and how
Jesus says whoever rejects them
rejects Him), we see a parallel.
Jesus is talking about those in
communities of believers.

So, to start, practice cloth-
ing each other physically and
spiritually with dignity — for
a witness and for discipline as
this practice trickles outward
and draws people to Jesus.

Seth Pierce, Puyallup Church lead
pastor



appy New Year” is a dubious

prospect for the world in 2017.

But for us who cherish God’s
promise of a new heaven and a
new earth, the trials of this present
evil age are a prelude to the eternal
glory awaiting us.

More than we may realize,
workplace and classroom friends
are ready now for what Seventh-
day Adventists can offer. A loving
local church that also teaches truth
for our time is both a haven of
healing from past hurts and a
beacon of hope for the future.

What does that involve, in
practical terms? I'm proposing six
biblical qualities of congregational
life that can attract visitors to your

church.

1) PEOPLE WANT LOVE
Disillusioned with feuding
politicians and disappointed with
their own relationships, people
crave love. Looking for it online

and in secular
media, they find

instead profanity,
arrogance and exploitation. As
Jesus warned about the last days,
the love of many has grown cold
(Matt. 24:12).

‘What an opportunity for your
church! Jesus said love will be the
distinguishing mark of His people:
“By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another” (John
13:35%). Is there loving, authentic
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relationality in your congregation?

2) PEOPLE WANT WORSHIP

‘Worship is a basic human
need — does your church experi-
ence it together? Tragically, many
congregations do not, whatever
their preferred worship style.

Some contemporary songs
offer worshipful insights and inspi-
ration from Scripture, while others
are superficial or even narcissistic.
Adventists who prefer tradition-
al music might be surprised to
discover not every song in our
hymnal facilitates worship.

Consider the difference
between the hymns “Fairest Lord
Jesus” and “Sweet Hour of Prayer.’
One in its opening verse heart-ful-

i

ly honors Jesus as Lord and Savior.
The other hymn glorifies the
hour of prayer itself, celebrating
what we are doing (praying) and
receiving (relief from distress and
escaping temptation). It points

us to the throne of our heavenly
Father but not to His person or to
His gift of Jesus Christ.

I don’t mean to criticize that
old Adventist favorite — just to
evaluate its worship content. I do
believe in taking an hour to pray
every morning, but not to focus
on the act of prayer or what we get
out of it. “Prayer is the opening
of the heart to God as to a friend”
(Steps to Christ, p. 93). Singing
means “making melody to the
Lord with your heart” (Eph. 5:19).



There’s a difference be-
tween experiencing real wor-
ship and a mere song service.
Our guests can sense it, even if
we can't.

3) PEOPLE WANT PURPOSE

Most people live their
whole lives and die without
knowing why they were here
on Earth in the first place.
They yearn for a church that
will help them understand
God’s purpose for this planet
and for their lives — partic-
ularly purpose in pain. They
also need a mission, some great
cause in which they can invest
themselves. Will they find that
in your church?

4) PEOPLE WANT
HELPFULNESS

Life is tough. Your work-
place colleagues may be over
their heads in debt, trapped
in addictions and unable to
parent their kids effectively.
Many adults are themselves
sheep without a shepherd. God
wants to have compassion on
them through your church’s
helping them cope with life
and its responsibilities. Does
your church offer remedial
seminars? Not just a handout
for the hungry but a hand up
for the helpless?

5) PEOPLE WANT TRUTH
People want to know
what in the world is going on.
‘What an opportunity to teach

Bible prophecy, insightfully
rather than “incitefully.” We
Adventists have answers, and
we shouldn’t be shy about shar-
ing them with those curious

to know — but only in the
context of grace, love and
relevance.

6) PEOPLE WANT
DIVERSITY

Diversity is a key to
relationality. Obviously this
involves embracing various
ethnicities and both genders,
everyone interacting peace-
tully and productively in your
church. Diversity also invites
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people of difterent ages, per-
sonalities and socioeconomic
strata to collaborate in the
Spirit. This speaks powerfully
to a world that gives lip service
to diversity but lacks what only
a loving church can offer: “All
of you together are Christ’s
body” (1 Cor. 12:27, NLT).
Let’s not forget diversity of
thought — quite lacking both
in society and in the church.
We tend to cluster around
people who think the same

- e

way we do. Actually, we don’t
have to agree about everything
to function as a healthy church.
Unity doesn’t require or even
pursue uniformity.

To summarize: Our
neighbors need a local Ad-
ventist church that offers love,
worship, purpose, helpfulness,
truth and diversity — Spirit-
filled qualities that can make
2017 the best year ever for
them ... and for us.

*Unless noted, Scriptures are

from the English Standard
Version.

Martin Weber, Adventist product
manager for Faithlife, maker of
Logos Bible Software
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B LETS TALK

t was entitled “A Nose-

worthy Issue.” The

title of the first Let’s Talk
column in January 2008 led
to an apology of sorts. Our
malfeasance was undeniable.
Recent issues of the Gleaner

Honesty about our common foibles
encourages us along an often
challenging journey to the kingdom.

had wafted noxious odors into
mailboxes across the North-
west and beyond. An aqueous
coating applied to our paper
during printing had putrified,
casting a pall upon every page.
My words were admittedly a
bit tongue-in-cheek in response
to readers who had hung their
Gleaners out to air on clothes-
lines or conducted backyard
burials.

But it began a friendly
conversation I have relished
during the eight years since.
It’s a conversation that has
flourished amidst several

principles,
including the following three:
» Honesty is a strength.

Our individual paths and

choices are more diverse

than some might think.

As much as we believe

»

»

in the ideals and mission
of our divine calling,

we are also undeniably
human. Honesty about
our common foibles
encourages us along an
often challenging journey
to the kingdom.

Humor can be cleansing.
Scripture says laughter

is like medicine to the
soul. Humor at its best
has a purpose. We are all
knee deep in daily and
weekly concerns. I am
gratified when through
the thoughts on this page
someone’s load has been
lightened, when they can
look up, not down.

We grow closer when
centered in Jesus. Nearly
70 years ago, A.W. Tozer
wrote in The Pursuit

of God: “One hundred
worshippers ... each one
looking away to Christ,
are in heart nearer to each
other than they could
possibly be were they to
become ‘unity-conscious’
and turn their eyes away
from God to strive for
closer fellowship.” I agree
with him and hope our
conversations have brought
us nearer to Jesus and
therefore to each other.
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My role in these back-
page conversations is about to
change. I've invited my friend
and colleague Dick Duerksen
to take over this treasured spot
each month. Dick and I go
back a few years — all the way
to my senior year in academy
when he sought mightily to
instruct and teach me in the
way I should go. A decade later,
he and I collaborated on a series
of daily radio programs we
called A Walk in the Word.

I learned then that Dick
has been and always will be
a storyteller. Few can weave
words like he does, with a
storyline that grabs your heart.
And now that he and his
wife, Brenda, are back in our
Northwest corner of God’s
country, prepare to welcome
him into your home via the
Gleaner. May this page continue
to be a monthly anchor
point, a safe place for honest
conversations about things that
eternally matter.

The title will change with
the author. But this time no
apology is necessary. Consider
it, instead, a free upgrade.

Steve Vistaunet, Gleaner editor

Respond to cny Gleaner topic by

emailing talk@gleanernow.com.
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